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“ Ob Lord, how happy is the time.”

Ob Lord ! how bow happy is the time,
When in Thy love I rest,

Wken froth my weariness I climb,
E’en to thy tender breast.

The night of sorrow endeth there,
Thy rays outshine the sun,

And in Thy pardon, and Thy care,
The heaven of heavens is won,

Let the werld call itself my foe,
Or let the world allure,
I care not for the world.—I go
To this tried friend and sure.
And when life’s fierce storms are sent,
Upon life’s wildest sea,
My little bark is confident,
Because it holds by Thee.

When the law threatens endless death,
Upon the dreadful hill,

Straightway from its consuming breath
My soul mounts higher still ;

She hastes to Jesus, wounded, slain,
And finds in“him her home,

Whence she shall ot go forth again,
And where no death shall come.

I do not fear the wilderness,
Where Thou hast been before ;
Nay ; rather would I daily press
After thee ! near Thee more !
Thou art my strength, on Thee I lean,
My beart Thou makest sing,
And to Thy pastures green at length
Thy chosen flock wiltbring.

And if the gate that (&»eus there
Be closed to other{men,

It is not closed to, those who share
The heart of Jesus then.

That is not losing much of life,
Which is not losing Thee,

Who art as present in the strile,
As in the victory.

Therefore, how bhappy is the time,
When in Thy love I rest,

When from thy weariness I climb,
E’en to thy tender breast,

The night ot sorrow endeth there,
Thy rays outshine the sun,

And in Thy pardon and Thy care,
The heaven of heavens is-won.

— Dresler.

Take car_e’what you Read.

This is a reading age. Never since the
world began bave so many books been put
forth as now. Printed pages fall around us
like the leaves of autumn. At every turn
we meet with books of all sorts and sizes.
We are blessed. and we are cursed, with
reading for the million. The press is a foun-
tain sending forth both sweet water and
bitter. As its streams flow through society,
they are calling up mental and moral beau-
ties as lovely as the flowers of Eden, and
mental and moral deformities as bhateful as
sin can make them. There never was a
time when books were doing so much good
and =0 much evil 25 they are at the present
day. Perhaps you are saying to yourseli,
* That’s very true.” Then allow me, as a
friend, to give you a few reasons why you
should take care what you read.

No doubt you have often beard it said,
and very truly too, that we are all jallen
and sinful creatyres. Now, that is one rea-
ron why youshould take care what you read.
If you had a mind and heart pure and per-
fect ; if 'you could a'ways judge between
truth acd error, what form soever they might
take, or wheresoever they might be found ;

" and if, at the same time, you were so firm in

your love to truth and virtue, that no artfully
painted picture of vice could possibly allure
you, and no mental images of evil could pos-
sibly pollute you, then you might eately
read whatever came in your way. Then
yvu would run no risk, were you 10 peruse

¥e prodactions of profane wit, and the works |

of bad men. We do not suppose that if you
had a pure and perfect mind, it would seek
such food, or that you would waste your
time over such reading ; but there would
be no danger of your becoming the dupe or
the victim of those artful and wicked wri-
ters, who aim to make their readers as bad
as themselves.  You would be proof against
the deceptions of error, and the impure
workings of depraved minds.

But the word of God, and the whole bis-
tory of our race, both prove that our minds,
so far from being pure and perfect, are by
nature depraved and sinful. As a race, we
are often called * erring morials.” So prone
are we to take the wrong course, that when
we would do good, evil is present with us.
Left 1o ourseélves, our evil passions would
carry us agaiust our better judgment. Then
' We see the right, and we approve it too ;

Condemn the wrong, and yet the wrong pursue.”

And can it be either wise or proper for a
fallen being, prone 1o evil, to read every
book that comes to band ? Can it be safe for
him to sit down and amuse himse!f with the
workings of a wild fancy ? or to try to thread

-his way through the mazes of deception and

error ? or to pass his mind through the
sloughs that have been filled with the boil

ings-over of impure passion 7 It you felt a
strong disposition to destroy yourself, would
you deem it prudent to be often playing with
poisons, and swords; and pistols, and daggers?
Now, you really have a strong natural ten-
dency to destroy your soul; and tens of
thoussnds of the works issued from the
press in the present day are notbing better
than deadly instruments, artfully designed
for the murder of the soul. The produc-
tions of unsanctified genius teem around
you. Some of them are too glaringly evil
to be mistaken. Others are demons clothed
as angels of light ; very fascinating in their
style ; the serpent so closely coiléd, and so
well covered with all the flowers that art
and ta te can cull. Beware ! oras you open
the leaves, and regale yourself with the per-
fume, you will secretly receive the poison
that worketh death. ¢ When I wasa young
man,” said a person of strong mind and deep
piety, “ I read such a work ; bat I would
not read it again for & hundred pounds.”’
Its subtle poison had infused into bis mind ;
its impure images bad linked themselves
with his thought ; and long years bad not
entirely freed him from their taint. He
wisely shunned a second contact with such &
source of moral contagion. And, were you

[ to expose yourself to the influence of books | fall of virtue, real or imaginary, has kindled
| whose tendency is to evil, you would place {the fires of lust, and multiplied victims for {all of us, for there are few who have not oc-
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WINTER——AMUSEMENTS,

In spite of the.abuses of the Anglican| \Witeor has come in good earnest. . The

yoursell in a like position to the bird that | debauch. The lives of notorious pirates and | casionally, if not habitually, to encounter the | Confessional and the scandals of St. George's, | oy o0 bas been very cold for some days

| allows itself to be drawn by the brilliant | bighw:ymen bave awakened the spirit of | like unfriendiy changes.

As ihe session of |

we anticipate that the Revisionists will make past, and our ponds and bays are frozen over.

:c.f)lourg and fascinating eye of the wily ser- | daring exploit, and augmented the catalogue | Parliament approaches, the disraptive ele- | slow and small progress in their next and |'p o large fields of ice are now becoming

pent, and flutters around, and is held there!

{0 willing bonds, till it drops or darts into
 the jaws of destraction.

| Andther reason why you should take care
{ what you read, is found in tke laws that go-
vern the human mind.—In every part of (be
| Lord's visible creation there are general
laws and principles always at work ; and,
with very few exceptions, they are constant-
ly producing like effects. And it is much
tbe same in the world of mind. Here, also,
like produces like. He that walketh with
wise men becomes wise, while the companion
of fools is destroyed. If you bring your
mind into frequent contact with a certain
class of ideas, you will soon take some part
of them as your own. If you let it dwell
among the rovings of fancy, and allow its
staple food to be light-reading and romance-
you will as certainly leave the common-
places of real life and rise into the airy re-
gions, as the inflated balloon will mount to-
ward the clouds. If you permit the evil
thoughts of others often to come before your
mind, the aversion which you first feel will
soon pass away, and a kind of captivating
charm wiil steal over your sonl. As sure as
# man may be known by the company he
keeps, so sure the bent and tone of a man’s
mind may be known by the books he most
reads aud best loves. No man can expose
himself to the evil influence of other minds
without more or less danger. How can his
soul mount heavenwards, whose thoughts
are burdened with the slime of obscenity ?
How can he rightly value sober truth, who
is ever running after mental reverics and
idle romances? How can his mind grow
vigorous, who feeds chiefly on the puerilities
of light reading? There are a few strong
minds that cannot be warped by the evil in-
fluences of the most giant spirits ; and they
are good and wise enough

‘* To shun the poison, and to choose the good "

But,it woold not be pradent to assume that
you belong to that pumber. Ard if you
choose to read books of manifestly evil ten-
dency, you have no reason to expect that the
general laws which form and govern human
minds will suspend their operation in your
tavour. By reading books of a doubtful
character for the sake of ‘some minor advau-
tages, you would fun the risk of sustaining
far more injary than any good you may ob-
tain.

Thiok,. also, of the many evils that are
known to have resulted from the reading of
bad and doubtful books.—W e kndw a family
in which the daughters acquired a taste for
novel-reading.  Previously to that, they
were clean and orderly ; quite patterns of
humble respectability. Very soon the novel
reading mania increased. Book after book
was devoured with eagerness. They spent
most of their time in those airy regions in
which the heroes and heroines of romance
live, and move, and have their being. But
it was not long before a marked change for
the worse took place. Their persons be-
came untidy, and they were seldom fit to be
seen, unless when they dressed to go out.
Their countenances were marked with a
gqualid langour, such as plainly told that
their minds were kept in a state of unnatural
excitement. Household matters were neg-
lected.  Having left the realities of common
life, ali that belonged to this vulgar world
grew irksome. None but the most urgent
duties were attended to; and these were
harried over, that they might voraciously de-
vour some new tale. For a few years they
rode upon the high places of romance, and
lived amid the creations of a disordered
fancy ; then, one afier another, tumbled
down to a real ruin. They became wrecks
of virtue and bumanity, and their reading
was their destruction. And yet the mother
of thuse daughters was a serious woman !
and the novels they read professed to be of
the better sort,—those that have “a good
moral attached to them.”

We Laue read of a man who hated books
with a perfect batred, tiil he met with one
of the tales of a modern novel-writer. He
then became wonderfully fond of such books,
and devoured every work in the line of fic-
tion he could obtain.  Still he never read
anything else. The resalt was, as you may
expect, be learned (o' sneer at deceocy, and
to gloat with almost infinite delight over the
pages of th@most impere writers of his own
beloved class.

“ Your daughter,” said a gentleman to
the unhappy father, “ i3 a splendid monu-
ment of grief.” ¢ It is her own faalt,” re-
plied the father: “I attribute ber corruption
and ruin to the reading of . . and other
fcul works of K. S.” And, alas' those
splendid monuments of grief rise in awfal
frequency along those paths of society thro’
which the streams of an impure literatare
flow. Reader, take warning ; and risk not
your peace and purity for the sickly, unholy
pleasure of tracing either the triumph or
the failure of imaginary virtue through scenes
of tempting poliution. Even when the pro-
fessed design i8 to teach virtue, the real
tendency is to produce vice. The air of
romance that is thus thrown around liber-
tinism, profligacy, and crime, steals like a
secret poison into the soul, and virtue dies
before she thought she had received the in-
fectious taint.

“I do not want a Bible,”” said an aged
man of some pinety years, to a Bible dis-
tributer: « | want a story-book.” Story-
books, like ardent spirits, had produced a
moral delirium tremens ; and the soul they
had ruined was craving for more of the
poisonous draught, though so near the verge
of eternity. The murderer of the late Lord
William Ruseell confessed that the reading
6f a novel of vicious tendency led him to
the commission of the dark deed. The in:
mates of our prisons have often said. « It
was the reading of ¢Jack Sheppard,’ and
other like books, that brought us here;” a
plain proof that education will not diminish
our number of criminals, unless it be based
upon right principles and directed to proper
objects. Thought, set forth in books with
the embellishments of language and illus-
tration, and invested w.th all the charms
that talent and genius can supgly, is one of
the most powerful agencies for good or ill
existing in the world. The bewitching tale
has given birth to romance in real life. The
infidel book has fixed its principles deep in
the human mind, and furnished an abundant
crop of the fruits of unbelief. A history of
the -intrigues of love, and the triumph or

just made perfect.

of deeds of desperation.
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strength through poverty and cbscurity, and
has come forth to bless the world with its
achievements and discoveries, has aroused
the latent energies of kindred souls, and
lured them along a like track of distinction.
Works on science, art, natural and moral
philosophy ; in fact, works in every branch
of literature, have been a chief means of
calling forth the energies of the human mind
in their respective departments, and have
given a tone and character to both students
and masters. And the records of inspired
truth, and the memoirs of departed saiots,
bave called forth thousands of them “ who
tbrough faith and patience are inheriting the
promiscs.” / Hence you may set it down for
certain, that the class of books in which you
most deﬁ’gbt. will go far in forming your
charagt€r, and in directing your life. Can
you, therefore, be too careful in making
your selection ?

Look, also, at the relation in which you
stand to God and to eternity —You are an
accountable, as well as an intelligent, being.
You are on trial for an eternal state. Your
actions and character in this world are to
determine your everlasting destiny. Your
mind is your better part. -Though fallen, it
sti!l bears a faint impress, and throws out a
dim reflection, of the Supreme Mind. The
God who gavejyou your reason, and all your
mental powers, holds you responsible for
their improvement and right use. Were
you the mere creature of a day, and bad
you been sent into this world to think and
act for time only ; just to pass through lite
as cheerily as you can, and then go and re-
pose in eternal slumber in the grave ; then
you might eat and drink, and read and langh;
then you might safely make recreation and
amusement the chief end of your reading ;
then the bogks that best suit your taste, and
that yicld you the largest amount of present
enjoyment, are those you ought to read;
then you might throw the reins on the neck
of your- imagination, and ride in rampant
revelry wherever corrupt inclination would
lead.

Bat thiok of immortality, with all its sur-
passing grandeur, with all its unending re-
alities. Does it not rebuke the deludzd
mortal who can consume his‘time and waste
his energies over works that profit not ?
Thiok of the judgment-seat of Christ, with
all itifterrors and glories. Qught it not to
shame and awe those readers who can sit
down to a repast of moral poison, that cannot
fail to injure and pervert tlre powers of their
deathless souls ?

Bat have we not said enough ? Is not
our position proved, and proved by evidence
that cannot be set aside ? Ponder your
moral and spiritoal condition ; the general
laws that govern the human mind ; fact, ob-
servation, experience ; and the relation in
which you stand to God and eternity. Do
not all these demonstrate that you ought to
be careful what you read ?

The True Ambition.

“ Who can bring a clean thing out of unclean? Not
one."—Job xiv. 4.

And yet that must be doue ere man can
have so'id hope. It is not enough that sin
be cancelled.—Merely to blot my iniquities
from the book of God’s remembrance, would
not make me fit for heaven. 'The pure
must supplant the poilated ere the soul can
be prepared for glory, and the society of the
It is the sure decree of
God, that nothing that defiles, nothing that
loves or makes a lie, can ever stand before
bim ; and the first act of faith, therefore, is
to lcad us to the fountain opened for sin, to
sprinklc us from the blood which cleanses
us from it all. Transformed by that new
creating Spirit, whose work and glory it is to
make the Kthiopian change his ekin and the
leopard his spots, we start on that career
which ends where eternity is our existence,
and the Eternal our portion.—~And from the
moment that that work is begun, it advances
and grows till we reach the stature of perfec-
tion. We cannot but grow in grace. In-
stead of comparing ourselves among our-
selves, the divine standard becomes our rule,
and our life-long aim is to press nearer and
vearer to it. 1f, then, that be my aic—if |
am veeking to go on to perfection, to grow
in grace, to wash my bands in innocency,
and hate every false way—if | am learning
to endure no wicked thing before me, but
evermore to seck to be more holy, more
humble, more Christ-like, then may hope be
cherished for such a soul ; it may begin to
sing in the good way of the Lord : that holi-
nees without which no man shall see Him is
apparent, and He who has begun the good
work wili carry it on to completion: He will
present that soul to himself at last without
spot or wrinkle or any such thing. The Sa-
viour will eternally behold in it the travail
of his soul, while 1t will eternally behold in
the Saviour the chief among ten thousand,
and the altogether lovely. To aim at that is
the trae ambition, while that soul is content-
ed to grovel in the dust which has not learn-
ed * earnestly to covej that best gift."—
Wonders of Redeeming Love.

Cotemporary Press.

From the London Watchman.

Ecclesiastical Questions,

While the different sections of the Pro-
testant Church bave of late been drawn to-
ward each other by a gracious influence
which has made them more sensible of their
essential oneness, their circumstantial differ-
ences and their controversies bave tended
to carry them apart along opposite currents.
There are some men who are so constituted
that they can throw themselves one day
with the sincerest zeal into a movement for
the promction of the Gospel among all clas-
ses of the population and by all evangelical
agencies, without distinction of denomina-
tion or sect, and the next day can take their
accustomed plunge into the turbid waters of
ecclesiastical polemics, and who appear to
be no more inconvenienced by the change
than a Russian is when he emerges from his
hot vapour bath to takea dip in the freezing
river. The temperament of these personms,
inured to the vicistudes of such different

an Evargelical Alliance gathering or at a
United Prayer meeting, will return home to
prepare or sign Patitions agains: each other’s
interests and coavictions on ecclesiastical
questions. Yet it is possible that the ses-
sion, a period of war, and the Revival, a
work of peace and righteouspess, may pro-

ceed togethar without injury to the latter if

Christian charity be not torgotten. We have
lately seen in Congregational journals per-
sonal imputations, as malignant as they were
false, produced only because the party against
whom they are made, and from whose spot-
less reputation they fall off into congenial
dirt, when asked his well-known and long-
settled opinions on a controverted point, gave
them with the honesty and the force belong-
ing to his character acd his ability. They
do not happen to be identical with your opin-
ions, nor i: may be with ours, but if we can-
not exaw'ne them without a ssrdid imputa-
tion-of matives which could not possibly
bave exis'cd when such opinions were lorm-
ed, what will the world say of us, what will
honourah!:, not to speak of religious minds,
thivk, when they read our Revival intelli-
gence and our pious articles in a neighbour-
ing column ?

Of thoss questions iz which the Church
is directly interested, 2nd on behalf of which
Parliamentary intervention will be demand-
ed, the most important is Education. This
has an Irsh and & British phase. In lIre-
land, the Papal hierarchy is determined, as
in Canada, not to tolerate the Mixed system
of Kducation. We should deprecate its in-
trodoction in this part of the United King-
dowm, not only because of its inapphecability to
our plans and maxims, but because it would
deranga the working of the voluntary prin-
ciple amo@g the various Denominations
which may quite as correctly be said to assist
the Siate as to be assisted by it in this mat-
ter. Bat iu Ireland, and wherever else Po-
pery is strong, and consequently the volan-
tary power is enfeebled, the separate system
would be io all intents and purposes an en-
dowment of Romanism. As such, De. Cul-
len will spare no pains and hesiate at no ex-
pedients to obtain it, At his bidding, Ro:
man Catholic parents are removing their
children from the model schools ; yet among
the more inielligent of the Irish laity, many
venture to disobey the haughty commands
enjoined upon them. The turbulence and
disloyalty of the meetings which have been
recently held under priesily auspices in Ire-
!and, have disgusted the gentleman of that
country, to whatever creed they belong, and
bave affronted England; so that Govern-
meant will find itself as little urged by pressure
from without as by reason or equity to satis
ly the ciamours of a party who, as the
Times admitted yesterday, have fulfilled
every prediction of the opponents of « Ca.-
tholic Ewmancipation.” What sort of im-
pression Dr. Callen and bis- fraternity are
making upon the minds of Ecglismen may
be judzed by a few sentences from our con-
temporary’s pen, which Cadina! Wiseman,
who has takea a long farewell of this here-
tic couniry, may translate to the Pope at
Rome :—

“ It wou'd be childish to deny that we have
raised wp among ourselves a party which
is neither Liberal nor Conservative, neither
Eaglish nor Irish, which bolds its allegiance
to a foreign Power paramouant 1o its alle-

giance to its domestic Sovereign, which is

the decided, if not the declared enemy of
know'edge and enlightenment, which seeks
to widen and render more intense its isola-
tion from the rest of the community, and to
make the divisions of society and the com-
mon intercourse of life strictly co-extensive
with its religious belief. The Roman Ca-
tholic hierarchy and their followers have no
sympathy with either political party, because
these parties, having advanced with the ad-
vanciog spirit of civilization, being chained
to vo immutable standard and cramped by
no claims to infallibility, bave reached a
point of liberality with which the Roman
Catholic Clurch cannot sympathise. Let
any one read the speech of Dr. Moriarty at
Killarney or the disgracefal scene which oc-
carred at the meeting in Cork, snd then ask
himsell whether such things are the result
of British institutions, and whether he can
recognize in them any one of those charac-
teéristics which, in spite of all their political
differences, distinguish Englishmen from the
rest of mankind. Where but in a- Roman
Catholic meeting, presided over by a Bishop,
and haranzued by Deans and Canous, could
the name of the Queen be received with a
barst of disapprobation which rendered the
speaker inaudible from the very voices which
yelled out a deterfaination to fight for the
Pope! From whom but a Roman Catholic
Bishop cculd one hear it laid down that it
was the duty of & constituency in these is-
lands to excrcise their influence on their re-
preseniatives in order to induce the Gov-
ernment of this conntry to put down a re-
beliion in_a foreign State, not on any ground
of public policy in which the interests of
England are concerned, but only because
that tyrannical Sovereign was the head of
their Church and they had therefore a vest-
ed intercst in perpetuating his tyranoy
and corrnption? There is no divided alle-
giance, as was apprehended.” The allegiance
is wholly given to one person, and nothing
is left for the Queen but yells of disappro-
bation and the accusaticnof baving starved
two millions of her subjects ?”

There is an English phase of this question
of Edacation, which will be cleared a little
when the Report of the Royal Commission
is presented. It is stated that the Duke of
Newecastle and the other Commissioners
have been busy of late Learing witnesses,
and that their proceedings bave been “ most
important ;" more than which the public is
not yet permitted to know. Meanwhile the
Es:ablished Chureh is sirenuously pre
to meet two other questions that will be de-
bated in Parliament. One of these is the
Revision of the Prayer-book, to which while
a number of clergymen have loosely given
their consent,—the greater part of them
meaning to sanction only an alteration of
the Rabrics and a new arrangement of the
Lessons aod Services, the minority, and but
a small mioority, contemplating doctrinal
changes,—an icfluential and energetic party
is effectually labouring for the frustration of
all and every part of the scheme, which to

g in all imaginable styles, to suit all classes. and artists, for contributions to the Maga-

It is amusing to sce
‘,*“' organs (ell‘“us that some four thousand persons, of all ages,
the Bishops are united, and that Sir John| ) 0 0gand descriptions, on some of onr large |
Pakington and the other laymen of the Df" ‘ ponds gliding swiftly over the ice as if they |
fence Committee arc at one with them, in| Lo " oc o by some invisible power. The |
the resolve that the highest ground shall be |\ 4.0y o0 "0 @ ome great skaters—generally
taken, and that there shall be no COmMPTO- | they altogether out-do the gentlemen. In-
mise of their right to Church rates. Sir| g, .4 skating has come to be regarded a sort
John Coleridge took up a loRy position | ¢ o) accomplishment, and every litile
when he maintained that the Estabhishment | pg.o0 et have ber skates. We have no |
is set up in this country “ as the strongestTyo 1 byt in many instances, it is quite as
bulwark against Romanism on “"’, one band | po;e il to health as lessons on the piano-
and against Dissent on the other.” Pity it| g0 The skating mania is very gratifying
is that so many of her own pricsts have €on- |4, jealers in skates. We understand that
trived to surmount the bulwark and go over | o jocs than six hundred thousand pairs of
to Rome ; and greater pity etill that so many | (yateq have been sold: this season in New
others, who ought to have gone, have re- |y, .y ajone, and it is probable that about the
mained. Considered as a bulwark againt| . me nymber have been sold in Boston.—
Dissent, the Liberation Society calculates | gpq1ing is a healthy amusement, unless car-
that, at the beginning of this centary “the | rioq 100 far, as is too often the case.

Church of England numbered eighty-two per ] ; )

cent. of the population, and all the Denom- CONGRESS—RELPER § BOOK.
inations of Diesent together only made up| The Congress of the United States assem.- |
the oiher eighicen per cent. How stood [ bled at Washington the first of last month,
they afterafifty years? The Church had |and as yet one branch—the House of Repre-
sunk dowa from eighty-two to fifty-two per | sentatives—has been unable to organize.—
cent. ; Dissent had risen from eighteen to| The candidate of the Republican party for
forty-eight per cent. of the population” | President is a Mr. Sherman, who is every
Unbapplly, it 18 not true that ngliclnism way qﬂﬂliﬁ(:d for the pOiiilOf‘, bu! ‘s 0DPOSE d
and Noaconformity between them take in|by the Southern members and their sympa-
100 per cent. of the population. But though | thizers in the North, on the ground that he
the exact proportion of each is a statistical | wrote a commendatory notice of a work
problem not yet solved, there can be little | against the institution of slavery, written by
doubt that “ as a bulwark against Dissent,” (4 Mr. Helper. The Republicans lack but
the Establishment has been such a rampart as | four votes of electing Mr. Sherman, and
the Chinese Wall against the Mongoln. Sir here the matter gmdpl neither side being.
John Coleridge’s wisdomn was not conspicaous | disposed to yield. The South must show
in putting the case in such a light, and insis- | their opposition to the anti-spirit that 1s
ting at this time of day that the Noncom-|everywhere prevailing in the North, bat all
formists shall be forced to pay for keeping | their movements turn against themselves.—
up a bulwark against themselves. Some-| Mr. Helper’s book—though containing strong
thing like this, bowever, is now the ordinary | arguments against slavery, was not very well
tone in which High Chucrbmen speak on the | received at the time of its publication, and
subject,and we think it always to be depre- | received but a very limited sabe ; and proba-
cated, but especially on the eve ol a measure | b'y would scarcely have been heard of again,
of Reform that will letin a flood not at all | but for the special notice_it has received in
likely to respect the * bulwark,” or we fear, | Congress. After a month’s advertising at
to care greatly cit"er for the Endowed |(he National Capital it bas been raised from
Charch on the one side of it or the Unen- | the dead and put into a great circulaiion, so
dowed Church on the other. that the publicher is scarcely able to supply
the demand. Everybody must pow read
the book, and whatever power it has to aflect
tae “ peculiar institution,” will now be ex-
perienced. It is generally thought that Mr,
Sherman will yet be elected, but tithe must
determine that matter.

General Siscellanp. -

The Snow-Shower.

BY WILLIAM CULLEN BRYANT,
Stand here by my side and tarn I pray,
On tbe lake below thy gentle eyes ;
The clouds bang over it beavy and gray,
And dark and silent the water lies;)
And out of that former mist the snow,

In waver flakes begin to flow ;
Flake after flake,
They sink in the dark and :ilent lake,

THE HARPER'S PUBLISHING ESTABLISII-
MENT.

This Establishment is one of the oldest, and
is the largest publishing house in this coun-
try, and with ohe exception—if, indeed, that
he an exception—the largest in the world.
It is situated on Fracklin Square, in the
city of New York, and its extensive and
beautiful buildings are among the greatest
oruaments of that great city, and one of ite
greatest attractions to visitors. The Estab-
lishment commenced operations in 1817, un-
der the direction of James and John Har-
per. As wise men, they commenced in a
s:iall way, according to their means. They
first published “ Seneca’s Morals,” “ Mair's
latroduction to Latin,” and “ Locke on the

"uman Understanding.” - The two brothers

ntinued the business till 1823, when Jo-
seph Wesley Harper became a member ol
the firm ; and in 1826, Fletcher Harper en-
tered it, 8o that the firm now consists of four
brotherg, all of whom were born within a
short distance of the Empire City. In°
1825, the Establishment became much en-
larged, and in 1826 it was the largest pub-
lishing house in New York, employing ten
hand-presses, and about fifty persons,

In 1830, their publications having become
numerous, they commenced stereotyping
their works ; and since that time they bave
printed principally from stereotype or elec-
trotype plates, all of which are preserved for
sub-equent use in fire-proof vaults. They
now use forty-one Adam's power presses, of
the largest size, which are capable of print-
ing more than ten thourand duodecimo vol-
umes—12 mo, of about 600 pages—per day ;
which is equal to three millious of volumes
per year. Besides, they use three cylindar
presses, which are devoted exclusively to
the printing of their Weekly.

The number of their publications has re-
cently been given as follows—though, we
think, the estimate falls short of the actual
number :

See bow in a living stream they come

From the chambers beyond that misty veil,
Some hover awhile 1o air, and some

Rush prone trom the sky like summer hail.
All, dropping swit.ly cr settling slow,
Meet, and are still in the depth delow ;

Flake after tlake,

All drowned in the dark and silent lake.

Here delicate snow-stars, out of the clond
Come floating downward in airy play,
Like spangles dropped from the dripping clond
That whitens by night the milky way ;
There broader and burlier masses fall ;
The sullen water buries them all ;
Flake after flake,
All drowned in the d#tk and silent lake,

And some, as on tender wings they glide

From their chilly btrib-cloud, dins and gray,
Are joined in their fall and side by side,

Come clinging along their unsteady way ;
As friend with friend, or busband with wife,
Makes hand in band the passage of life ;

Each mated flake,

Soon sinks in the dark and silent lake.

Lo! while we are gazing, in sweeter haste
Stream dowa the snows till the air 18 white,
As myriads by myriads madly chased,
They fling thcmselves from their snowy
height,
The fair, frail creatures of middle sky,
What speed they make with their graves so
nigh ]
Fiake after flake*

To lie in the dark and silent lake !
Works. Vols Orig'nl. Rep'its,

I see in thy gentle eyes a tear, 'T'f:'.‘l."..::‘l.':"'?.‘ﬁﬂ'." o @ n %
They turn to me in sorrowful thought ; povley ad Religlon,  J08 80 i

Thou thinkest of friends the good and the dear, | Art, Science, and Medicine, 105 120 ¢ 4
Who wero for a fime aud now are mot; | hoismmissmaouener, 31 32 8 4

Like these fair children ot cloud and frost,

That glisten a moment and then are lost,

Flake after flake,
All lost in the dark and silent lake,

Total, 1912 922 1006

An immense capital is necessary to carry
on such a business, and it is supposed that
the firm has more than a million of dollars
invested in it. One can bardly conceive the
extent of the business of this establishment,
and the vast capital necessary to properly
conduct it, without visiting the premises;
and we venture to say that no one can do
this, unacquainted with large publishing es-
tablishments, without being astonished at
what passes before him. Such powerful
presses, driven by steam—such qaantities of
printed sheets, and books in the various
stages of manufacture—such piles of finish-
ed books, ready for supplying orders—such
quantities of material, such as paper of all
kinds, leatber, closh, glue, &c., &c. It is

The holidays have passed, and we are |said that three hundred thousand dollars
jogging on again much after the usual sort, | per year is paid to one mill alone, for white
with the exception that the people are very psper, and this but a small part of this kind
much engaged in their winter amusements. | of paper consumed annually in the establish-
The Holiday season was unusaally busy and | ment.
stirring, and it seemed that the toy shops| Their « Magazine,” and “ Weekly," Bave
and book stores would be unable 10 furnish | been ap entire success. The former bas en-
the “gifts " and “ presents " required. Books | ¢req upon its iwenfieth volume, with -the
bave become the great Holiday presents, and | yc¢ cheering prospects. The publishers
our book-sellers had a good variety, got up | have paid, in less than ten years, to authors

Yet look again, for the clouds divide ;

A gleam of blue on the water lies ;
And far away on the monntain side,

A sun beam falls from the opening skies,
But the hurrying host that flew between
The cloud and the water no more is seen ;

Flake alter flake,
At rest in the dark and silent lake,

Letter from the United States,

From our Correspondent.
HOLIDAYS.

The character of these books bas under- | ;ine more than a quarter of a million of
gove an entire change wilkin & few years.| go|lars, It bas now a monthly cireulation
Formerly the most miserable trash in the | of pearly two hundred thousand. The
shaps of  books was largely used for the | [eelly has reached nearly ome Aundred
Holidays, and its demoralizing effects were | jhousand. The Magazine and Weekly alone
everywhere seen. The press and the pul- | gongiitute a vast business for any one pub-
pit _spoke out on the subject. Chrisiian |jjhing establishment.

book-sellers gave their influence

LITERARY-=NEW BOOXS.

t
form, and now most of the works /o
i Messrs' Sheldon & Co. bave published

{ touching and thrilling descriptions ;

giving
much valuable information respecting the
duties and obligations «f domestiodife, and
written in a chaste, ta-cinating . The
same houte has also issved avo Mr.
Trowbridge's works, «ntitled, e Old
Battle Ground.” Tho:e who have resd
“ Father Brighthopes,” aud * Neighbour
Jackwocd,” will not fail to read the « Old
Battle Groand.” It sbounds m wit and
humour, aud its lessons are highly moral
and ins'ruciive.
NEW YEAR'S SALUTATIONS.

Permit me to say to you, and all of your
readers, A Happy New Year! DBlessings
abundant on you and them! May ourin-
tercourse for the year be pleasant! May
we be greatly profiited by reading the Pro-
vincial Wesleyan—and at last may we meet
in that wor'd where our acquaintance will
be more peifect and our friendship ripen
into the bliss of heaven. Cecir.

S

Letter from Canada.

From our Corre*pondent.
CaNADA, Dee. 24th, 1849.

Another twenty-fourth of December is
kindly granted us, and I sincerely wish you
and your readers a Merry Christmas; and
a Happy New Year,”—mefry socially, and
happy because of abundant blessings bestow-
ed by Providence and grace. | always
writu'ynu with pleasure ; and at this ebheer-
ful season | may congratulate the proprietors
and editor ~t tha Proviacial Wesleyan on
the fullness and taste of its Englich Cortes-
pondent, oa the variety and usefulness of
the letters of Cecil, and the diversified con-
tents and good writing ol many other cor-
respondents : and allow me to thank you for
the position and elegant type you always
give your Canadw’s correspondent, who
wonthly writes, with his heart, on the hal-
lowed fraternity of the Wesleyan, East and
West. .

British, Colonial, and American Method-
ism has a day of spiritual visitation, or, ra-
ther, a prolongation of its hundred and
twenty years unprecedented period of revi-
val and extension ; and while we are gladly
observant ot the Gospel signs that stimulate
the Eastern Connexion, we have many rea-
sons for go'ng at once to God with our
thanksgivings. In many parts of Canada
there is a vigorous leaven—a spiritual ond
powerful permeation. Letters in the Coné
ference Journal report active ministerial de-
votedness, and consequent conversions, and
accessions to the Wesleyan Church. On
some Circuits and Missions from thirty to
fifty are added; on others, from _ﬂﬁy to -
scventy ; and Brampton, Bowmanvile, and
other places, havo already received fromy
seventy to a hundrgd gnd fitty converts; and
in many localities our estecmed people might
bave read Mr. Wesley's fine sermon on
“ Scriptural Christianity,” for they pray to
be filled with the Holy Ghost.

In this week’s Christian Guardian there
i a Circulas from the President of the Con-
ference “to the Ministers of the Wesleyan
Methodist Cliarch in Canada,” recommend-
ing ‘that the second week in January be de-
voted to humiliation, prayer, and praise,—
private, scci'l, and public,—in agre¢ment
with the intentions of Christians of many
Churches, and as appropriate to an epoch
when nations are shaken by a supreme pow-
er; all religious communities are awakening
to extraordinary effort ; and the profound
import of sacred predictions is being unlock-
ed. Is a universal revival an impossibility ?

Sabbath School Anniversaries in Canada
make beauteous facts. A few days ago the
Anmniversary of the West Wesleyan City
Circuit Schools was held in the Richmond
Street Church, Toronto, and a crowded,
gratified assembly of parents and friends
bad betore them, in the gallery, a thousand
happy scholars. - The Sabbaths of my first
twenty-four years of life were, thank God,
spent in & Methodist school, Annually, at
Whitsuntide, the Sabbath Schools of Shef-
field met in the open air; and it was then
that the - 0ood James Montgomery bared his
delicate head, while ten thousand boys and
girls sung one of his own exquisite hymns,
and the sound was as the indescribable swell
of some mighty Aolian lyre, filled with the
breath of Redeeming love.

Our Missionary Anpiversaries have com-
menced energetically ; yet as our platform
men are the last to record their own doings,
we must wait patiently for intelligence ; but
in collections, Toronto of 1859 is a hundred
per cent in advance of the Toronto of 1858,
News has resched our Mission House that
two gentlemeén in our Canadian City of Lon-
don have just given ®700 for our British
Columbian Mission and lately Mr. and Mrs.
Edw'd. Jackronof IHamilton sent Dr. Evans
a thousand dollars! Since the return of the
General Superintendent of Missions from
England, the completion of our Anoual Mis-
sionary Report bas been haistened, and jost
published, and it announces an income for
last year—though again reduced by the
pressure of the times—somewhat larger
than expected ; but our expenditure is lbqat
three thousand pounds more than our in-
come. I don’t like this disparity; but [ do
like the beneficial developments of our great
work ; | do like the Providence that is set-
ting open wide doors before us; 1 do like
the faith in God and Methodism, and His
people, of the Canada Missionary Commit-
tee. I suppose some nervous sonls would
qGuail under this balance agains* us, and may
wonder we do not.  They don’t know us.—
A Society that for years would not claim
from the Parent Society in Lngland the an-
nual thousand pounds stipulated for at the
Union, and from 1830 to 1%57 heartily
pushed its income from £3,000 to £12,000
a year, knows not how to quail. There is
honour in the directors at the Wesleyan
Centenary Hall, and our Canada supporters
are good men and true, and the generous
mothers and children being with us, we shall
still, conducted by Infinite Wisdom, basten
to regions beycnd.

Known and esteemed in your Eactern
Connexion, I may be permitted briefly to
say, that our General Superintendent of
Missions bas been again called to part with
an accomplished and aflectionate daugbter,
at the age of twenty-four years; and that
Miss Amy Miles'Wood has bequeathed to
her beloved family, and many friends, whose
condolences are heartfelt, a welcowe testi-
monigl of the sufficiency of . Christ to make

“The Wives' Trials and Triumpbs,"—a

life pious, and a death-bed triumphant.—
n-.':" information from Victotia, Vancou-

-




