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EYE, EAR, NOSE and THROAT
«J??îeîl'lXe vl",on» Impaired bearing, nasal 
eatarrb, troublesome tbroata, and ibe ad­
justment of glasaea. ■”

Aluaya at home except on Friday$
185 Queen’s A ve„ 3rd door east of Voetofflee. 

LONDON, ONTARIO.
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THE REMEDY FOR CURING

CONSUMPTION, COUGHS, COLDS,
ASTHMA, CROUP,

All Diseases of the Throat, Lungs and 
Pulmonary Organs. 

it v 1 r h p a 1T11 r i: r. v s p.

CONSUMPTION HAS BEEN CUBED
r Rcmrilic» 
failed 1n eff

When utile and Physicians have 
feet a cure

[•commended hy Physicians, Ministers, AND 
Nt iisks In fact hy everybody whn ha» given 

it a gond trial It w rer fails to briny relief.
AS AN EXPECTORANT IT HAS NO EQUAL.

It in harmless In the Most Delicate Child.

It contains no OPIUM in any form.

Fkice 25c, 50c and $1 00 per Bottle.

DAVIS Sc LAWRENCE CO. (Limited),
General Agents, MONTH K 4 h.
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Street, London. Ontario.
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respectfully Invited 
and price* before awarding contracta.
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many year* past have been favored with 
contract* from a number of the Clergy in

XJTKotc.— This favorite, medicine is put other parte of Ontario, In all eaaee the
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lutes, ana yon will nut be disappointed. manufacturing Pews for new Churches In
that.conntrv and Ireland Add 
BENNET FURNISHING COM'Y 

LONDON, ONT., CAN A DA. 
References : Rev. Father Hayard, Hamlet 

n, Brantford; Molphy, Ingersoll: 'Jor- 
Paràhlll, Twohv, Kingston; and Bee# 

. Montreal.
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Cures P.WC floaslipatian 
flosliyensss, and all (JoraplaMs
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:

SMITH BROS.

Plumbers, Gas and Steam Fittersarising from a disordered state of the Liver,
Stomach and Bowels, such as 
Dysnopsia or Indigestion, Bilious 
Affections, Headache, Heartburn,
Acidity of the Stomach,lihcum., eÆuf/priM""
Loss of Appotite, Gravel, Nervous KHlIrnHlen furnished on application.
Debility, Nausea, or Voittltiiirt7&c- fee. Telephone No. 688.

Price 25 Cents per Bottle.
PREPARED ONLY DY

DAVIS Sc LAvILEHCE CO. (Limited),
MOWTUEAU

lï« KING STREET.

5flftS ^SpaScBSORS IN BIYMYER”Bf LLj TO THE

BREADMAKER’S YEAST. MENEELY & COMPANY 
, WEST TROY, N, Y., BELLS
Favorably known to the public since 

11 Mil. Church. ( 'Impel, School, !• Ire Alarm 
ami other bells; ul#o, Chimes ami Pt-als,

DREAD made of this Yeast 
U took l ia First Prizes at Ontario 
.'fit Fall Shows in 1SS7.

10,000 ladies
to say thiit it surpasses any yeast 
ever used hy them.

It makes tl 
sweetest 
buckwheat j 

Makers in 
Canada arc

It
have written

s the lightest, whitest, 
bread, rolls, buns and

nearly every town : 
using it.

PRICE FIVE CENTS.

McShane Bell Foundry.
UoLLtoee. Towiit Clocks, eku 
Fully warranted 1 satisfaction guar»
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Electricity, Meli-re Bathe A 
Snlphnr Hnltne Bathe HK BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY.
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CUBE OF ILL NERVOUS DISEASES, 
J, G. WILSON, IiLioTioriTHin,

HO Dundee Street.

7
A OADEMT OP THE HACR1D HEART 

jTA Conducted by the Lmilee of the Metre 
u?ndon« Pnti Locality nnrlvelle 
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A Famous Doctor
Once Naitl that the secret of good health 
consisted in keeping the head cool, the 
feet warm, and the bowels open. Had 
this eminent physician lived in our day, 
and known the merits of Ayer’s Pills 
as an aperient, he would certainly have 
recommended them, as so many of his 
distinguished successors are doing.

The celebrated I>r. Farnsworth, of 
Norwich, Conn., recommends Ayer's 
Pills as the best of all remedies for 
“ Intermittent Fevers.”

Dr. I. E. Fowler, of Bridgeport, 
Conn., says: ‘‘Ayer’s Pills are highly 
and universally spoken of by the people 
about here. 1 make daily use of them 
in my practice.”

Dr. May hew, of New Bedford, Mass., 
says: ” Having prescribed many thou­
sands of Ayer's Pills, in my practice, I 
can unhesitatingly pronounce them the 
best cathartic in use.”

ve.

be

The Massachusetts Stale Assay or, Dr. 
A. A. I laves, certifies : " 1 have made a 
careful analysis of Ayer's Bills. They 
contain the active principles of well-
known drugs, isolated from inert mat­
ter, which plan is, chemically speaking, 
of great importance to their usefulness. 
It insures activity, certainty, ami uni­
formity of effect. Ayer’s 1‘llls contain 
no metallic or mineral substun 
tin* virtues of vegetable remet 
skillful combination.”

Ayer’s Pills,
z'ii*|tnred l»y Dr. J. (’. Ayvr&Co., Lowell,Mum. 

bold by all Dealers In Medicine.
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the cat holic record.
Ontario Reformetory !• built, the piece 
ol lending. No more sheltered nor 
beautiful lending for the frail canoe of 
the Indien could be found or desired.

It is e sandy shore sloping gradually 
up from the water, where not a stone can 
be found, as the writer and a companion 
learned to their cost, when they sought 
for a stone to anchor their boat whilst 
fishing in this secluded inlet A road, 
apparently long unused, leads up into 
the woods and is lost in them ; and may 
it not be the very same road taken by 
the Fathers to reach Ihonatirio, or St.
Joseph, as it was afterwards called by 
the Jesuits, the first of the Indian towns 
to which they came. When this town 
was destroyed by tire, the Jesuit Fathers, 
as was their custom, tranferred the name 
of St. Joseph to another mission in the 
southeastern part of the territory near 
Lake Simcoe, in the Indian town of 
Teenauitaye.

The total distance traveled by the 
Fathers to reach the Huron country from 
(juebec was 900 miles. The time usually 
required was thirty days, during which 
no leas than thirty five portages, accord­
ing to Parkman in his history of the 
Jesuits in North America, but according to 
Father Raguenau sixty, (and surely he is 
the beat authority,) had to be made 
around cataracts or rapids ; and each 
poriage required at least four trips to 
transport the goods which were in each 
canoe. From this, when we reflect on 
the constrained and immoveable posi­
tions which the missionaries were com 
polled to maintain seated in the bottoms 
of the light canoes in order not to tip 
them over, and when we think of the 
slippery and sharp rocks in the bottom 
of the rapid streams when they were 
compelled to wade through them bare­
foot, and on the unbroken roads or rather 
paths tilled with rocks or briars, or fallen 
trees, we can learn something of the 
hardships they had to undergo at the 
very outset in order to reach the scene 
of their labors. Most frequently during 
the whole of this long journey not a word 
would be spoken by their stolid com­
panions, nor could the Fathers have the 
pleasure of one another’s company, as 
they were divided up among the oanoes.
O'ten it was most by compulsion that 
the Indians took them along with them, 
and not the least assistance would be 
given ; so that frequently they were 
obliged to leave many valuable and 
necessary articles behind in the woods 
lest they might be left themselves. The 
Hurons loo were notorious thieves and 
required constant watching.

ST. MSHY'S.
On the 28th of July, 1886, in company 

with Rev. Father Campbell the Pastor 
of Orillia, I took a train on the Midland 
R. R which runs in a northwesterly 
direction principally along the southern 
shore of the Georgian Bay from Orillia 
to Midland which is within a couple of 
miles of Penetanguiahene, to visit the 
remains of SL Mary’s, once the centre of 
all the Jesuit mission in this section.

This famous site is about forty four 
miles in a direct line towards the north­
west from the city of Orillia ; but by the 
railroad, which winds along the many 
identationa of the Georgian Bay to 
accommodate the many saw mills which 
abound in this region, it must be about 
sixty.

On the map of the county the place is 
called Quin ville ; but by the railroad it 
is called Brunoville. It is a mere flag 
station, and consists of only a saw mill 
and one dwelling. There is no depot, 
only a rude platform for loading lumber.
The train stopped on the western bank 
of the River Wye, and re-crossing it on 
foot by the R. R. track, and descending 
to the right or southern side of the rail 
road, after climbing over a fence, we 
came to the ruins of what is here called 
the 0!d Fort, Nothing remains but the 
stone foundation, which is not much 
more, as well as 1 can remember at the 
present writing, than a couple of feet 
above the level. It is in the form of a 
parallelogram with the remains of the 
four bastions, one at each corner, well 
defined. It runs north and south within 
a few feet of the River Wye, which at 
this point is about one hundred feet in 
width and of a good depth.

Pacing the Old Fort we found it to 
measure 150 by 60 feet. Within this 
rather small enclosure or fortress, were, 
a church for the public devotions of the 
pilgrims, the house of the fathers and a 
hospital. Without its walls wai the 
cemetery. Within the ruins of the walls 
ia still visible what must have been a 
well. There is a tradition that about 
thirty years ago a priest osms here and 
digging among the ruins unearthed a 
box, and bad it carried off to Quebec.
Quite dose ta the southern end of the 
fort is still to been seen the small ditch, 
which ran in from the river and which 
served as a wharfage for the oanoes of 
the Indians. Looking off to the south 
is a flat expanse of sandy soil thickly 
covered at the time of my visit with 
pess, which had been sowed as food for 
hogs or cattle. This expanse must, 
according to the description and intent 
of the settlement, as given by Rev.
Father Raguenau in the III. Chapter of 
hie Relation 1847 48, have been always 
clear of timber, so that the Iroquois, the 
dreaded foe of the Hurons could 
approach unseen. The lake from which 
the Wye flowed is now nearly dried up.
It is only a marsh. It is called Mud 
Lake. To the left at some distance from 
the fort rises a hillside thickly wooded.

Turning to the north the first object 
which meets the eye is the railroad, 
coming oat of a cut in the hill on the 
right. Immediately beyond it and ex 
tending oB over the hillside to the right 
is a farm still called the Jesuit farm.
The Jesuits, according to report, still 
hold it, and it must be the oldest piece 
of cultivated property in all this region.
Following the River Wye in its course 
northward to Matohedatch Bay, an inlet 
of the Georgian Bay, we see it as it must 
have been 240 years ago, shut in by pre­
cipitous banks on the right and left 
covered with the tall evergreen hemlock 
and curving off to the left so as to shut 
off entirely the view to and from tbe 
open waters of the bay beyond. Thus 
whilst this retreat of St. Mary’s was 
shut in from the view of wandering In­
diana on the lake, and was not exposed 
to a surprise from the Iroquois from
the south, is had by means of the river Thog Sabin of Eglinton, says : "I have 

wa^ a quiet retreat in the removed ten corns from my feet with Hoi 
times of great danger. It was m every loway’s Com Cure.” Reader, go thou and 
way a point well chosen. It was founded l do likewise.

toward the close of the year 1029 ; it 
was abandoned and totally destroyed by 
the Jesuit Fathers themselves on the 
10th of June, 1049, when making a large 
raft they loaded on it as much of their 
goods as it would bear, and set out for 
the last refuge of the Christian and pagan 
Huron in this part of the world, Coristian 
Island, called by the Fathers Si. Joseph’s 
Inland, on which they founded a new St. 
Mary’s. This island is separated from 
the Huron promontory by a channel 
about three miles in width

The following letter of Father Rague­
nau in the Relations 1047-48, Ooapter 
I [[..will give some idea ot the life passed 
at St. Mary’s and which should serve to 
make ii a remarkable and most hallowed 
spot in the history of the Cdurch in 
America and a place that should by all 
means be in the possession of the Church, 
or in the hands of the Jesuit Fathers.

“The house of St. Mary’s being now in 
the heart of the country is less exposed 
to the incursions of enemies. This, 
however, has not prevented some adven­
turers coming from time to time and 
striking a blow even in sight of our 
dwelling : but never daring to approach 
but in small numbers, and stealthily, for 
fear of being perceived by tbe frontier 
towns and attacked. So we live here in 
safety, and, thanks to God, not one of our 
number has been surprised by the am- 
bushes of our enemies.

We are forty-two Frenchmen in the 
midst ot all these infidel nations ; eight 
teen belong to our society and the rest 
are chosen persons, the greater part of 
whom have taken the resolution to live 
and die with us, aiding ua by their work 
and industry with such couiage, fidelity 
and holiness that has in trutu nothing 
of earth in it. F/om God alone do they 
look for reward, deeming themselves too 
happy in giving their toil and it need be 
their blood to contribute their share 
towards the conversion of these bar- 
bar ion «. I may call it the house of God 
and tbe gate of heaven ; and this is the 
thought of all who are here, and who find 
it a paradise on earth, where abide the 
peace and joy of the Holy Ghost, with 
charity and z->al for souls.

This house is a resort for the whole 
country, where our Christians find a 
hospital in sickness, a strong refuge in 
time of alarm, and a guest-house when 
they come to visit us. In one year we 
have counted more than 3,090 persons to 
whom we have given lodging, and some­
times within the space of tit teen days we 
have entertained six and seven hundred 
Christians with ordinarily three meals 
for each, without counting the great 
numbers that are constantly passing 
every day on whom we bestow charity ; 
so that in this strange land we feed those 
who ought to furnish us with the means 
of living.
delicacies and abundance of France : 
Indian corn ground in a mortar and 
boiled in water seasoned with some 
smoked fish which does for salt, made 
into a batter, is both eating and drinking 
for us teaching us that nature needs but 
little, and giving us, thanks be to God, a 
soundness of body leas subject to sick­
ness, than if we were surrounded by the 
richness and variety of the viands of 
Europe.

Ordinarily only two or three of our 
Fathers reside here, the rest being scat­
tered throughout our missions which are 
now ten in number : some are fixed in 
the principal towns in the country ; 
others are more wandering, one single 
Father obliged to take charge of ten or 
twelve hamlets, and some going farther 
still, travelling twenty five and a hun 
dred leagues in order that all these 
Nations may be enlightened at the same 
time with the light ot the Gospel.

We always endeavor to gather all the 
Fathers together two or three times a 
year to enter into ourselves, and to be 
entirely devoted to God in prayer and 
then confer on the means and lights 
which experience and tbe Holy Ghost 
may give us from day to day to facilitate 
the conversion of these people ; after 
which it is necessary to return to work 
as soon as possible, and leave the sweet­
ness of solitude to seek God in the salva­
tion of souls. ”

Altogether there were eleven missions 
attended from St. Mary’s : eight among 
the Hurons, and three among the Algon- 
quins, who lived towards the north and 
east of the Huron country.

TO BE CONTINUED.

It is true we have not tbe

Ayer's Sarsaparilla acts directly and 
promptly, purifying and enriching the 
blood, Improving the appetite, strength­
ening the nerves, and Invigorating the 
system. It Is, In the truest sense, an 
alterative medicine. Every invalid should 
give it a trial.

Reliable Remedy for Rheumatism.
Procure a bottle of Hagyard’s Yellow Oil 

from your medicine dealer, and use accord­
ing to directions. It cured Ida Johnston, 
of Cornell, Ont., of that complaint, and 
she recommends it as a sure cure. For 25 
years it has never failed to give satisfaction,

Whbn the Vital Current is vitiated 
from any cause, scorbutic blemishes in the 
shape of pimples, sores and blotches soon 
begin to disfigure the skin. In such a case 
the most effective purified is Northrop & 
Lyman’s Vegetable Discovery and Dyspep­
tic Cure, which exptls impurities from tbe 
blood as well as regulates digestion, the 
bowels, liver and kidneys. For Female 
Complaints it has no equal.

not

A Narrow Escape.
People who are exposed to the sudden 

changes of our northern climate have little 
chance of escaping colds, coughs, sore 
throat and lung troubles. The best safe­
guard is to keep llagyard’s Pectoral Balsam 
at hand. It is a quick relief and reliable 
euro for such complaints.

Parmelek’s Pills possess the power of 
acting specifically upon the diseased organs, 
stimulating to action the dormant energies 
of the system, thereby removing disease. 
In fact, so great is the power of this med­
icine to vleause and purify, that diseases of 
almost every name and nature are driven 
from the body. Mr. D. Carswell, (Jarswell 
P. O., Ont., writes : “I have tried Parme 
lee’s Pills and find them an excellent med­
icine, and one that will sell well.”

One Good Point
Out of the many possessed by Burdock 
Blood Bitters is that it may be taken at all 
seasons of the year, and by either young er 
old. In this way the three busy B's are 
always at work and doing good.
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made. If there ere not sufficient reesons, 
have the banni published. This law 
was enacted by tbe Church for wise 
reasons. It was enacted in the interest 
of society and for the protection of indi. 
viduals. Young ladies should insist on 
tbe law of the Church being carried out. 
By so doing they show that they are good 
Catholics, and that they are ready <o 
conform to the Church’s discipline. By 
«0 doing they set a good example of 
piety and obedience to others. The 
young lady who insists on the publics 
lion of the banns shows the world that 
•he has that fearlessness which belongs 
only to innocence. It is eminently proper 
that a young lady, whose reputation is 
unsullied, should bare her own name and 
the name of her intended huaband 
published in her own church. Experi­
ence shows that it is also a very wise 
thing to do. An enumeration of the 
reasons sufficient to warrant the grant 
ing of a dispensation shows that when 
the henna are not published there is 
room tor gossips to say that something 
must be wrong, or a dispensation would 
not be asked or granted.

There are few things in this world so 
•ad as an unhappy marriage. From in 
numerable unlorseen causes a marriage 
may prove unfortunate. It ever there 
is a moment in the life of a young lady 
in which she stands in need of God’s 
grace, it is when she enters into that 
state, which is surrounded with so many 
dangers. She will bring down upon 
herself and upon herself and upon her 
marriage God’s blessing by complying in 
a spirit of piety with all tbe wise laws 
which the Church has established re­
specting this holy sacrament.

AMERICAN CATHOLIC HISTORI­
CAL RESEARCHES

The > cents of Ihe Huron Missions, and 
the Martyrdom of Fathers Brebtcuf 

and Lnllemant.

Closely connected with illustrious per 
sous and great deed», are the places 
hallowed and honored by their presence. 
Indeed the knowledge of the persons, 
and of their actions and sufferings ia 
incomplete without a knowledge ot tbe 
places. Under what skies, in what kind 
of a country ? Waa it under the tropical 
sun, or with a tempered heat and cold, 
or under the freei ng blasts of a pitiless 
north wind that they lived and wrought ? 
Or waa the land a flat, uninteresting 
plain or were there precipitous heights 
to climb, from whose lofty summits the 
whole country could be scanned, or were 
there numerous rivers and lakes to be 
crossed, or did the stagnant morass with 
its depths of mud, or its pestiferous 
breath intercept their way or haunt their 
abode, or did the deep dark forest afford 
them shade, protect them from the 
skulking foe, or betray and bestray them 
by its treacherous silence and gloomy 
depths 1 All these add to, or take iront 
their labors and their Bufferings. All 
these enter into and become part and 
parcel of their lives, and so must be 
seen, must be known, in order that their 
mental and physical labors and sufferings 
may be fully understood. The men and 
their deeds may pass away, but the 
places will remain.

With some such thoughts as these, 
and with the accompanying thought of 
drawing as nearly as possible on this 
earth to those giants in the cause of 
God’s love, 1 bad resolved after reading 
at various times of the great deeds done 
in the Huron Missions, to visit this Holy 
Land, sanctified by the labors, tears, 
prayers and blood of the martyr band ot 
Jogues, Anthony Daniel, Charles Gamier, 
John de Bret œuf, Gabriel Lsllsmant, 
Anne de Noue, Natalis Chahanel, and 
many others, little dreaming at the time 
that it was so near me.

Leaving my home in Northwestern 
Penusvlvania, on the morning of July 
27th, 1886,1 was in Buffalo at noon, and 
passing through and changing cars at 
Toronto, I was in Orillia at nine o’clock 
the same evening.

Whilst the guest of the Rev. K. C. 
Campbell, the Pastor of Orillia, and in 
company with him I had the pleasure of 
visiting a few of the most notable sites of 
this Huron Mission, which I will endeavor 
to describe in your pages.

The Huron Country, I may state for 
the benefit of your readers who might 
be desirous ol knowing its precise loca­
tion, ia situated in the province of On. 
tario, between Lake Simcoe and the 
Georgian Bay, an inlet of Lake Huron. 
Lake Simcoe would form its Eastern 
boundary, the Georgian Bay its western; 
the Severn River, which is tbe outlet of 
Lake Simcoe through Lake Couchichiog 
into the Georgian Bay and part of the 
Georgian Bay called Matched ash Bay, 
its northern boundaries, and a line 
drawn from Barrie, tbe county seat of 
Simcoe of which county the Huron 
Country may be called the northern half, 
across to Collingwood on the Georgian 
Bay its southern boundary. About 7000 
square miles would include the whole of 
the territory inhabited by the Huron» and 
evangelised by the Jesuit Fathers from 
the year 1626 to June 10th, 1050, with a 
slight interval during the time the Eng­
lish had taken possession ot Quebec, and 
the whole of Canada until they restored 
it again under Charles I. in 1632.

The head quarters of the Missionaries 
was Quebec. Hence the Missionary 
Fathers accompanied the Hurons, who 
had come in their oanoes by a long and 
circuitous route to barter their furs ior 
the trinkets and other commodities 
which the French offered in exchange.

The route taken by the Fathers in 
their long and paintul journey to the 
scene ol their labors was by canoe up 
the St Lawrence as far as where Mon 
treat now stands. Here they took the 
Ottawa Elver, carrying their canoes upon 
their back wherever the river was tm 
passible by reason ot rapids or other 
causes, as shallows etc., until they 
reached Lake Nipissing whence by ite 
outlet, now called French River, they 
reached the Georgian Bay, a part of Lake 
Huron. Coasting southward along the 
eastern shore ot the Lake through the 
multitude of Ialands called Parry Sound, 
which are said to surpaie in beauty and 
number the Thousand Islands at the 
mouth of the SL Lawrence, they reached 
what is called at present Penetanguiahene 
Harbor where is shown directly opposite 
the Eastern point of entrance where the

NOVEMBER 17, 1888.

SHORT INSTRUCTIONS FOB LOW 
MASSES.

[Delivered by the Rev. James Done, 
hoe, rector of the church of BL Thomas 
Aquinas, Brooklyn, N. Y ]

XL1V.
U ATRIlf ON Y,

Dear People : Ism going tossy a few 
words to you to day on the publioation 
of the banns. The form of publication is 
something like this : N. N, (of such s 
place) sud N. N. (of mob a place), intend 
to be united in holy Matrimony. If any 
of you know ot tbe existence of any im 
pediment between these partie* you are 
hereby admonished that you are bound 
to make the same known to us 
as possible. This is the first (second or 
third) time of publioation. According 
to the Council of Trent the publication 
of tbe banns must be made on three 
successive Sundays or bolydsya of obli 
gstion. If tbe parties live in different 
parishes the banns should be published 
in both parishes. The Bishop has power 
to dispense from the publioation of 
bancs, but Benedict XIV. prohibits him 
from dispensing from the three publie* 
lions without a very grave reason. There 
are some cases in which a Bishop ought 
to dispense from banns; for instance, if 
there is reason to fear that somebody 
may maliciously prevent the marriage, 
or if a serious loss, or scandal, or disgrace 
would occur by delay. There are other 
cases in which » Bishop may dispense ; 
for instance, if tbe parties are very old, 
or it a notable difference in the age or 
condition of the parties would attract 
unusual attention or comment.

In extremely rare cases there might 
be such a concurrence of conditions that 
the rector might be excused from put- 
tine in force the law of publication.

You will notice that in the form ol 
publishing tbe banns it ia said : If any 
one know of the exiatence of an impedi 
ment there is an obligation to make it 
known as soon aa possible. This obliga­
tion extends to all the faithful, whether 
they belong to the paiiah or diocese or 
not, whether they are relations or friends 
of the parties or not. The law is enacted 
by tbe Church, to which all the faithful 
are subject, and is founded on a natural 
precept of religion and charity which 
concerna all. As stated in the form ot 
publication, the impediments must be 
made known as soon as possible because 
a dispensation from the remaining pub­
lications might be obtained, and the mar­
riage might thus be celebrated before 
the denunciation took, place in case it 
should be delayed. This law of making 
known tbe existence of an impediment 
has certain limitations, too numerous and 
complicated to go over in tbe course of a 
popular instruction. We would advise 
those who know of such impediments 
through tbe exercise ol their profession, 
or those who would incur serious dam­
age by making known a impediment, in 
fact all who doubt concerning their obli 
galion of denurication, to consult their 
con essor or spiritual adviser.

There ate certain modern customs in 
regard to seeking dispensations which 
ought to be changed without delay. It 
not unfrequently happens that parties 
about to be married go to the Bishop or 
chancery office, obtain a dispensation, 
and then call at the rectory or the 
church to be married without giving the 
rector any previous notice.

If you reflect a moment you will see 
how wrong this custom is. The priest 
in charge of a parish ia responsible for 
all marriages at which he assists. There 
is no branch of any science more difficult 
or more complicated than the portion of 
moral theology that treats ot Matrimony, 
A letter, merely granting a dispensation 
from banns, ia handed to tbe rector. 
The parties are in a hurry ; perhaps they 
expect to leave the city by the next 
train. The rector is bound to inquire 
whether or not there is any impediment 
to the intended marriage. How can he 
make that inquiry in these circum­
stances 7 In nine cases out of ten, 
people who come in this way have not 
prepared themselves by going to con­
fession. How can they be disposed to 
make a good confession in so short a time 
and while under tbe excitement inciden­
tal to the occasion I The rector is bound to 
instruct them in tbe duties and obliga­
tions of the married state, Are they 
likely to profit much by the few words 
he says to them while they are in dread 
of losing the train 1 The priests of the 
church may at that particular time be 
engaged in some other work. They may 
be attending the aick, or bearing con­
fessions, or performing some function in 
the church.

As there has been no previous arrange­
ment, the marriage ceremony should not 
take precedence over any other work 
appointed for that time. The church 
may be locked and secured for the night, 
and the sacristan may have retired. A 
few candles are lighted on the altar. The 
church is sbiouded in gloom, and the 
beautilul, joyous ceremony ia made to 
resemble some hideous mystery. No 
custom, no matter ot how long a stand 
ing, can justify bo unseemly, so indecent a 
reception of tbe holy sacrament ol Matri­
mony. Some men give as a reason for com 
ing so late at night, that they did not want 
to lose a day’s wsgee. What an exalted 
idea those men muet have of the sanctitv 
of Christian marriage. Those men have 
reached a lower plain in social ethics 
than the inhabitants of China or Siam, 
Children horn of such marriages will 
pullulate in vice, ignorance and irrelig 
ion. Christian marriage, intended to 
people earth with good citizens, and 
heaven with saints, tills hell. Why does 
the Church tolerate such marriages ? 
The Church tolerates many things she 
deplores. The Church is a tender 
mother. By the encyclicals of our Holy 
Father, by the teaching of her national, 
provincial, and diocesan synods, by the 
preselling of her ministers, the sanctity 
of Christian marriage is inculcated. In 
her charity she wait patiently for the 
light of her teaching to penetrate a 
substratum of society which is difficult 
to reach.

When making arrangements to be 
married, the first thing to do is to call 
on the rector of the congregation to 
which you belong and follow his instruc­
tions. If there are sufficient reasons to 
justify a request for a dispensation from 
banns, a petition to have the law set 
aside in that particular case will be

as soon
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