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THE PASSING OF
IMMORTALITY

For the past three years immor-
tality has ranked high among our
mental fads, with Lodge, Doyle and
Maeterlinek vieing for the distine-
tion of psychical Columbus, A new
world wa bell
hops called mediums were tipped ;
and lo! a vast noisy hostelry, where
William James gibbered equally
with Cassandru, was flung open to a
dizzy publie. A fresh revelation
had dawned. It was
learned that a dough-boy
Raymond was very happy| “Over
There;”’ that smoking whas per-
mitted in the ethereal lobbies,
though the cigars which the im-
mortals affected were of decidedly
inferior quality ; that Prohibition
had not goue into effect ; that faith-
ful dead cats and dogs scampered
anew on the banks of the Styx;
that thinking was simply not being
done there, this season, perhaps be
cause it interfered with the repose
without which heaven, of course,
“positively isn’t;” that the next
world was rather a smudgy copy or
rickety extension of tae eruder
features of this present one.,
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And ms substitutes Spiritist
preoccupation are ting. Let
G. B. Shaw and A. Keith speak.
Everyone wishes an immortality of
happiness ; though very, very many
are earnestly opposed to an endless
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Lamarkianism. Maintaining
even in the biological order, the
key to achievement is desire, he
declares, lhlwnyl. the lips of a char-
acter in his that, if we
want longevity strenuously enough,
we’ll have it. Didn’t the
get his long neck, from
for the fruit higher up?
Well, now are you conyinced
validity of voluntary longevity ?
But, amusingly, along comes Sir
Arthur YXeith, F. R. 8., important
biologist and .xnthln]mlv\yM with a
different prospect and pres&ntment.
Shaw makes longevity the child
of desire. Keith would hold that,
if o, the child is illegitimate. We |
have no warrant from Nature, he
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| forever. Nature cares next to
| nothing for you or me or any other
| individual. She is the great lover
| ofs the species. Because she so
elects, the species will endure. But
her edict againz( the
death. ‘* All ;the rivers run into
| the sea,”” as Feclesiastes ruminates,

“bhut tte sea_doeg overflow.”
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He concedes that civilization has
wrung a few extra years of life
from reluctant Nature. For gorillas
and anthropoid apes are old at
forty ; whereas man’s allotted eycle
| has become larger. There is some-
thing of a petilio principii; but in-
teresting, withal. He even allows
that immortality is not impossible,
being impressed with Dr. Alexis
Carrel’s experiment with a bit of
chicken heart which has been grow-
ing normally in a special culture at
the Rockefeller Institute for nine
years—perhaps for some such
simple and unalarming reason as
that which accounts for
of hair on a corpse. But Keith
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HONESTY AS THE “I
POLICY”

New York, 6.—Publie
chools in the city of New York will
introduce a ¢ in ““honesty”
an antidote to erime, based on
theory that lmn« sty the best
policy. Such ruction has the
sanction of § Anning S.
Prall of lhx l!un’d of Eduecation,
according to a letter he has written
to the head of a large ity and
insurance company, who said that a
general deterioration in moral fibre
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copal Church congratulated
religious fellows on the presence of
Bishop Meletios among them.
“We feel it a great blessing to |
| have with us in this cathedral and |
at this altar the head and
shepherd of the Mother Church of
(‘h!»i.‘l.-mlumv" said Bishop Manning.
As a special mark of deference to
[ the schismatic visitors
| Manning wore the palli ummvwn(ml
| to him by the Russian Archbishop.
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stani, Armenian, Greek,
Polish, and German. He is now
translating the best authors of the
tongues he has acquired into Czech.

It i8 quite probable that Father
Koudelka is the world's greatest
linguist, Cardinal Mezzofanti, who
18 regarded as the greatest linguist
of all times, spoke fifty-eight lan-
guages,
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Russian
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Fulgentius,
books and letters,
confounded both elegian and
Arian heresisrchs and confirmed
the Catholics of Africa and Gaul in
the Faith., He died in 588 after
having suffered many persecutions.

Tuesday, Jan —3t. Genevieve,
Virgin, who was born near Paris
and was a constant advisor of Clovis,
During tlie pestilence in Paris
1129, when 14,000 died, the shrine
St. Genevieve was carried in solemn
procession. Only three persons
died . that da the rest recovered
and no others were taken
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