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THE CATHOL
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PERFECTION.

“Onr Roman Catholie friend, The
Freeman's Journal, quotes the follow-
ing from a ent issue of The Preshy-
torian Journal : *No one ever attained
perfection or ever will,  All that the
best can hope for is to live with their
faces that way.” It then
passages from seripture in

mstances a

wmber of
which man is enjoined to he perfect and

‘In these find: ** First

Jays Lexts wi
v divine command to be perfeet ; and,
second, directions given how we may

Does the Journal 1 t
God commands impossibilities, or that
nspired writers would waste their ti

ible 7'’

i 1d t)
bhe perfect. i tha
|

elling how to attain the impe

in reply toour question our esteemed

contemporary, the (Philadelphia) Pres

ywterian Journal implies that we quoted

oxts out of their context, isolated texts,
ind that eonsequently the texts we ad
du not that perfec
enjoined on man and required of him.

Our argument was that perfection i
ined jon man by his

just Creator, and

d do prove ion is

infinitely
ind that
perfection is possible to man, for iv is
mtrary to the wisdom and justice of
God to command man to do what is im
possible to him, and then punish him for
not doing it.  The we quoted
bore directly on the subject, For in-
stance, the Lord said to Abraham: ** 1
am the Almighty God ; walk before me

therelore

texts

wd be perfect.” (Genesis  xvii., 1,)
Here is as positive a command as any
in the Deecalogue. thing before or

uter it its meaning ; no

ntes

can change

make it clearer,

Again, ** Thou shalt be periect, and
vithout spot before the Lord thy God.’
I 13.) Here

Deuteronomy Xviil.,
Paulzin letter t

* Wherelore take

Uso
a command, St

e Ephesians says :

mto yon the armor of God, that you
v be able to re t in the evil day,
I stand in all thin rf
1 Certainly St. Paul nid no
1 ni i \ )0 o Al
) 1 the armoi G : 1 1
e 1 wmnd in al n )
He was 1 \ ) i
1
letter beloved ] o
\ ) (
I an ( ! ‘
. n ju
ol 1| ) orfect, fu ed )
O 1 15
Al st ] ] It t o o
sand the vV a4
dand pot ad rer 1 yundat
ey I impl ( ) n )
e Lna orel | 8}
\ 1 \ 1 i
3 n e %,
1 I n ira i i Lhie
fop ‘v ‘ I 1
Im God v ) La
ter @ ipern ral f
i A
ed lely S 1 1
God « ni I
e above m na 5 1
s t { ¢ ome
i oWl ) mal b (
ble. That He l ne and d
S 1 1t th Ciuse \ S
ve don th | Jon l I's
¢ to deny I fo S tia
God reguir perfection of imn
yorfe m - is possible to him 1
tified in saying :
t ined perfection or
'nal errs in thinking we eon-
eded its position we said: ** Ab

to Godalone,

We call divine, infinite and necessary

lute periection belong

guish

tinite

perfection

vbsolute '’ to  distin
dependent,

wetion,

from contingent,

srfection.  In speaking of

1 reference toman it is contingent, de
on that is always under-
I'hat is why we
“in his

e, contingent

endent perfe
tood by

theologian
man's perfectibility
that is,in the finite, ¢
pendent order ; and why we said,
periection belongs to God
Had the Joarnal
ite perfection is
o should not have thot
But it
think it

thsolute

e, '’ said abso

impossible to man,
tht of disput
did not
meant it. It
man is or ever will be a

g its position.
1t 3 nor do we
cant that no
rfect man, not t no man is or ev
Il be a perfect God. To say t
itter would be tosay a silly thing;

nd therefore we cvedited it with mean-

¢ the former, though it is an erron-

s thing.

When we denied absolute perfection

y any but the Infinite Being, we did
t deny the possibility of finite, de
endent  perfection in man, or in any
ther flnite, dependent being. Man,

heing a ereatare, his perfeetion consists
n his being a perfect copy or replica in
ime and space of the eternal original
r archetype of him existing in the Di
ine Mind. To say that this perfee
epliea is impossible is to say that the
reator, like a clumsy inventor, cannot
ealize or externalize His idea; and to
say this is to deny Iis ommipotence,
ind a god who is not omnipotent is no
cod, It was for these considerations
that we objected to the Journal’s say-
ing that, ** No one ever attained per-
fection or ever will.”  TheJournal errs
therefore egregiously when it thinks we
cenceded its position.

Jut, snys our contemporary, ‘‘ What
f the archetype ? ‘A perfect erea-
ture is one that corresponds with its
wrehetype in the mind of the Creator
when He created it.” Here our friend
is true again. But the archetype was
10ly,  Man has fallen.

True, man fell, but being a Christian,
vou must believe that through the Re-
lemption he has been enabled to rise
1gain by using the means placed at his
lisposal by that mysterious Divine in-
tervention, What does the Redemption
mean if it be not a rehabilitation, a
making possible that perfeetion which
is necessary to the supernatural life of
heaven ?

But, says the Journal, ‘‘the condition
i the archetype and ours are widely
different.”’

It is certainly widely different in the
unrepentant sinner, but not in the re-
pentant sinner, or in the soul undefiled
by sin. But the question is, Is that
perfection which consists in a corres-
pondence between the archetype and
the replica possible? We hold that it
is; you, if we understand you correct-
ly, hold it is not. If it be not, then
salvation is impossible to man, for

| the perfection necessary for tln-’

. WHY I AM A CATHOLIC.
gaining of heaven is the accord between -
the archetype and the replica. So, | Father Conway Answers That Qaestion
when you say ** no one ever ' attained st Misston to Non-untho!lus,
perfection, orever will,” the gates i
no longer ajar ; you have closed heaven
forever to the human race,

Journal,

fection.’

are

At the Mission to non-Catholics at
the Holy Angels' Chureh last
one of the evenings Father Conway told
a Catholie. He

weelk, on

*God's law demanded per
his hearers why he

Here you concede all that we gave | said in part
the many texts of Seripture to prove; “The Catholic Church satisfies per-
ind you should, as a believer in the in- | fectly every demand of reason, with its
finite justice of God, concelude that the | infallible witness to all the truth God
teetion demanded by Him is po revealed to the world, becanse the Cath
sible, : olie alone gives one God. Men of to-
lTournal—** It (the archetype) could | day, as in all times, shrink from the
not fall, because man did,’ ties that rveligion impos Whence
But the design in the mind of the | came 1?2 Why am 1 here 7 Whither
wehiteet must fail if it be impossible of | am I going?  Thes uestions are the
realization,  An author who conceives iree great vorld problems.  No matte
i impossible hero shows a defeetiy man may be there is a
magination, and when he conceive 1
possible hero and fails to give extra ¢ because the Catholie
ental expression to him he shows lack hese questions @ You
of power. Neither charge can be made | came from God. You are to serve God
against the All-Wise and All-I'owerful | and to love Him 7 is God

\athor of things. The divine arche- | forever.

type of man is of a perfect man, and, il *Around the world to-day the isa
a perfect man be impossible, the arche- | great chaos of opinions and views, and |
type that of an impossibility ; in | ask for a certain teaching that I can
other words, no archetype. It is he rationally accept and believe, and the
cause we believe God's designs possible | Catholie Church wore spealks to me in

that we deny your statement

one ever has or will

that
attain perfection.

no | terms infallibly certain.”

Father Conway said that the essence
of the gospel of Christ the
love of God and the brethren for God's
“Torender the principle of love
operative God became concrete love in

Journal.—** No debtor ever met h vas love
obligations by becoming unabletopay.”

Bat, it a kind
means ol

friend supplies th sake.

payment, the debt becomes

payable. That is what the Redemption | the God-man, Christ Jesus, No man
ns. can be saved but through Christ.
wurnal.—** The atonement is the di- Here is the reason for Catholicity;
rect outeome of that inability.”” the union of the individual with God
oration of the | through Christ the only mediator. The
possible which | Catholie Chureh is the only one that al
The debtor car | 10 one of her children to deny that
» has an ine 15t ( tone doctrine of the Christian
ible trea » draw upon. igion, the divinity of Jesus Christ
1 Wi 1 re of the Tic that Chn Crod
icy the Freeman's 1 taches to ‘Tama Ca lic becau I love the
) h OV I ) linanc B nd vend el wdeed God'
) i L rd, and no ( el ) e can t
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1o ‘ i S L S
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endd eiver perfe Ibany Argu
i God, it d \ ‘ R L D 3. T. L., gave
eney 1 ins, gu itee from i 1 i r
1t perfectio I n State n the Al-
1 Sacra f Baptism, th Uni S n course at
f Penance, instead of b the High 1 ‘ ning He said
1 nt 1 man ibil t ) rt
ried Argur it prov 1 I'sy ( ) u the
ity, for 1 10 has the 1 ) Al dy of our n It « ders
end \ [ { accomplishi I L rest t
end. nel ind 1 f conseio
Journa ¢ Porfection is a mark to- | e methods used are analys
ward wi we press, but who tl s to « By the former s (
have atta i i ned 12« ¢ i nmy {
The S thinks t« LT on, found their elements, source
have attained tainmen ind modes ol 1 View
possible? We vou see guide, control them int
to deny.—N. Y. I'reeman’s .J ur a full and harmonious life.

e idu
n daily contact and intercourse

FATHER ELLICTT'S LIFE OF wAth Bte tallbws, . Han
CHRIST. of his nature, !

“But man is no

vsolitary indiy

e the social s

Psvehology takes account

SR of its elements in the discussion on ou

1 w tendencies.  Sociology, however,
vs society as a faet, investigates it
risa, growth and different forms; tries
y discover the elements and laws whicl
enter into these processes, with a vie
to a just and intelligent co-operation a

th.

of a commonw

The burden of the message which the

H Father gave to the twent 1 cen- ‘“ The term sociolo was invented
tu s ““ Ceme back to Christ,” and | by Auguste Comte in his * Course ol
it was delivered under such striking | Positive Philosoph and is now in

circumstances and with such dramatic | general use. From the common name
earnestness that it of a necessity com- | W innot infer that books on sociology
manded the attention of the whole world. | have the samea intrinsic merit, or follc

It is Christ who has ereated Christian- | the same line of thought, or propose
ity, and it is Christianity that has made the same laws and prineiples. We liv

the modern world. Buat in an age of | in an age of conflicting opinions ; i

material trinmphs and of the adoration | part a heritage from the past, in part
of the Omnipotent Dollar there is n 1 | oceasioned o timulated by prese

little danger of the twentieth century | environment. The thoughtful student
man forgetting Him who is the Wav, the | is conseious of the dilliculty inselecting
Truath, and the Life, and of substituting | & vantage | int, where he can view

for the sw spirit of religion the _\IMU et as a \'.!I“'l('ll‘“(! etly pursie
cosnel of greed and individual exalt investigations into defails.  Hence the
tion. Leo the Prophet and Seer says | importance of a true method. Some
there is no heali for the nations but | modernwriters errin treating sociology

in Christ There is no solutien for the | from a preconceived philosophical

soeial licultics that vex us but in a | system. Others go to the opposite e
more intimate contemplation of the | treme by an exclusive insistence on

empirical facts. The true method em

Man-God, and a closer conformity to His
ploy both psychology and

life. history. 1

In accord with the message of the | ean be called the critical method, in
Holy Father, Father Elliot has pre- | so far as it recognizes elements of truth
pared and issued his Life of Christ. | in history and inhuman life, separates

them from a narrow environment
unites them into a larg
truer synthesis.

It is & notable volume of nearly eight and
hundred It presents the gospel
toxt in full, registered into the running
commentary by the aathor, and there
is a wealth of illustration which serves
to elucidate the ecustoms and habits | call for speeial attention. The friend
that were in vogue when Christ walked | of the Cavendishes and a partisan of
among men. | the exiled Royalists, he proposed a
| There are many Lives of Christ. | theory of the State which contains ele-
| Why another? In the first place, we | ments of the most ahsolute despotism.
cannot have teo many. If any one of | He maintains a natural econdition of
them serves to make the incidents of | man, antecedent to in
the Redeemer's life better known and | which men are war with each other.
| His sayings better appreeiated, it has a | This condition is found to be unsatis-
| most important reason for its existence. | factory. A remedy is had through a
| Elliot's “Life" is unique. It is re- | pact or stipulated snbmission of all to
markable for its deep devotional tone. | the authority of an absolute ruler.
[ Tt is notable for knowledge which the | Hence arise the distinctions of right
i author possesses of the spirit of Christ. | and of wrong, of good, and of evil, ef
| The wonder is how Father Elliot, who | virtue and of vice. The teaching of
| has condensed into a missionary career | Hobhes is a radieal scepticism blind to
‘ many years of more than ordinary ac- | the facts of history, and the slavish ex-
| tivity, could find the time to prepare so | pression of a narrow materialistic phil-
| large and extensive a treatise on the osophy.
}uh:\nu‘tur and spirit of Christ as is THE STATUE OF ROUSSEAU.
| given to us in these pages. Th‘":“ are ““Tn his vault at the Pantheon is the
no better evidences of the indefatigable | statue of J. J. Rousseau, with the door
industry of the il(llrl}l\l‘.. as well as of I}ls half open and a torch in his hand. The
tender piety and of his profound relig- | jqea of theartist was to represent Rous-
seau enlightening the world. But the

ious spirit. The work will undoubted- l
‘ torch is also the emblem of a conflagra-

pages. , deeper and

For influence on subsequent Knglish
thought, the writings of Thomas Hobbes

ly create for itsell a host of ardent ad-
mirers, and it is destined to find a per- | tion, Such actually took place in the
manent place in the literature of the | French Revolution within a generation

after his death. Born at Geneva in

Redeemer.
For sale at the CATHOLIC RECORD, | 1712, of undiseiplined youth, his life
London, Ont. Price $1.00. presents strange, abnormol and contra-
— d dictory phases. In a spirit of revolt
Glory is never where virtue is not. | from existing conditions, he proposed a
return to

—Le, Franc.

nature.

He held up the

IC RECORD.

simple life of primitive man as an ideal,
This condition, he says, did not last,
Inequalities grew with the family, with
the invention of arts, the institution of

laws, and finally with arbitrary power
the last degree of usurpation. To 1
coneile the principle of freedom with
thesoeial order he proposed the t
NSO il contract, ':'i.' 1ot
y virtue of o ct., 1 ) 1
o produ of hitra will
violated in v 3
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" 1 did s he rought
1 er, and if no one looked after the
lic good, they would fall to pieces
In ti political power comes
from G it is of nece y oal
nexed to the nature of man, and there
fore proceeds from Him who made that
natu n muast have a wernment,
wether they wish it or not, else the
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bishop Ryan.

TdE CRUX OF RELIGION.

If religion be matter of

supreme

im;,m: wnce toman compared with which
all other things sin nto utter insigni
ficance, then it f that man

wed in finding out what i
nd what

decply conc

the true religion e its er

dential Has God revealed the truth ?
If He has, how we are to know i

These two uestion press home
to all thoughtful e fool saith
i heart there is no God, and he
may be left to his folly. But men who
cannot, like the feol, ‘om the
question of ques wi t sat
fied till they ol satisfying answer,
In the flucta state of Protestant
ism to-day there ave many anxious souls
who are enduring spiritnal torture as
they sce after another of their

wished beliels subjected to hostile

icism amidst the plaudits of men

ta \\i “‘\ i I‘\(' l’l"." nt
churches, To sufferers | 1
*“ the higher cri this statement
of a Protestant organ, the Christian
Register, may come as a beam of light

in darkness :
“Out of all the diversi
tro concerning

time, an issue is slowly emet

and con-

in our
vhich
will make all other questions seem un-
important. Is religion
divine revelation and supernatural
authority ? If so, wi 1 religion has
been so given, what are its credentials,
and what is its authority ? When it
comes to the final test there is no escape
from the most extreme position of the
(atholie Church, or a total rejection of
it. Revealed religion is infallible, if
God knows the truth and knows how to
tell it. A religion given by super-
natural authority is not to be neglected
or resisted. It has the right to eom-
mand the allegiance of every human
being. Outside of this religion there
is no truth that can be set over against
it, and beyond its jurisdiction no human
being has the right to live, or living, to
choose his own course of action. There
never has been a time in the history of
the world when this question could
clear itself of all the acecidents of tra-
dition and belief ; but the time is at
hand when the Churches and the theo-
logians must decide whether religious
truth is to be sought as all other truth
is, and its authority be that which all
truth possesses, or whether it is to be
received as a gift, to which nothing can
be added and from whieh nothing can
be subtracted."

We have here a plain, log
ment or the crux of religion.
Protestant organ we have
prints it, ‘“a religion given by super
natural authority is not to be neglected
or resisted.” The Catholic Church
claims to have been established by su
pernatural authority.

| those outside of her fold
| elaims he honestly investigated.—N. Y.
| Freeman's Journal.
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my given by

ical state-
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Man His Own Minister " was | ¢

15 il the reader considercd
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selve I'he prayer
h red for N Cer
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up while the
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hibit it
Xhbition v noju

ceremonial.

1e made haste to disclaim

ery

sonflie
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vl'ln"l' lorm
Chris

centuries  for

he encountered,
of the

throughout the

me struggles of

that Paul

eason encountered
nature, ] ver
brought bout in the second

« es from
wa rd

» Gospel

nan ions  were
nd third
inward

tuition

Iteligion
lative, not from out
s a Gospel
dom.’
Iere Mr.

Poteat dro

the attention of |
hunde
vears after the Aposties

]
ecclesiastical

wrversion of one

\ m the
one hand a great wnd po
her hand
iling  themselve
denying Christ. The
former was a great league of individual |
which, though

combine and on the o

us sects ¢

ns, but

communities independ

ent, were constituted alike and had the
same doctrine.  The Church stood be

veen God and man. Chere ore
priests laymen and in divine wor

hip a ) thsolutely 1 iy

e came a decay of faith. tion
to Christ was supplanted by doctrines
ihout Christ.  There were few prayer
wnd many solemn hymns and litanies.
How do you account for this singula
chang First, the loss ol the original
enthusiasm in the elaboration of the in
stitution. Again, there was a greater

multitude of Christians, and |
was diluted accordingly. When
the third century one asked what he
would have to do to be saved, he would |

be told he could not he

devotion

about |

unless he |
accepted the doetrines of the Churceh,
vielded
was no Christian
Church and

saved

ordinances. e
unless he was

obedicnce to

in the

accepted the minist
the Church. For a great many
Gospel had been already buried
lost in the Church. It may

y of |
the |
and |

he said of ‘

these people if salvation is hy the |
Church, her ordinances, doctrines, sac- |
raments and ritual, then Christ died
for naught. The Russian

but a
wis

Chureh s |
Greek |
|

not a Christian Church,
Church. Here reference
the ** canonization "’
meant) of Canon te the fight |
between the so-called Catholies and |
Evangelicals of the Anglican (‘hlm-h.‘
|
|
|

made to
(conseceration was
Gore and

He spoke of the distress it has caused
him hundreds of times to find souls
seeking to enter into the fullness of the
blessing of Christ and to find hailt into
those souls a conception of Christianity
as a church, an institution.

ST, PAUL VS, MR. POTEAT.

The Apostle to the Gentiles secms to |
be the favorite of the Protestant sects, |
possibly because he withstood *the ]
very chiefest of the Apostles,” llu-i

|
|
\
|

first Pope. There is not, however,
much comfort to be found in St. Paul's
Epistles for one who denies the neces
sity of a Church,and evenif there were,
the advocates of a pure Gospel might |
admit the aathority of Christ in this |
matter.  What does our Saviour say ? |
“Thou art, Peter and upon this rock I

will build My Church, and the gates of

hell shall not prevail against it, and 1

will give unto thee the keys of the king-

be bound in

“ Ohoy

and other matters of dogma
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know it
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Paul =as wa
Baptis preache on  Hunday
ill be found in his Epistles to
teach alb 1tion, celibacy the clergy,
wity of the Chuareh, its opposi=
and
, feast days, forms in wor-
de-

of private interpreta-
Seriptures

, excommunication

in, Peter's pri

nacy,

,  purg: >
) tradition, the Real Pres-
y the unity of Chureh and doetrine

nd discip=-
indicate that the
had much in
Roman Catholicism as we
to-day.
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THE CHURCH.

vinark for mudslinging

ark eversinee she

ind has been sue

hegan hier divine mission.  Voltaire, the
noted French Infidel, gave his advice
to his followers: ** Fling all the mud
u can, some of iv will stick We
the opin proper and em-

t hie part of Catho-

wanton conduet will lessen

the evil., We justly resent ealumny
heaped on those who are near and dear
to us. Wh then should we remain

:nthe Church, her priesthood
religious are shamefully ealu-
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many are even
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ting that the Chuareh up-

tead

holds  the calomnious  doctrine that
“the end justifies the means.” As
people do not wish to associate with

those who bear a bad character, honest
minded men would not think of seeking
truth or doctrine a Church whose
character name are smirched.
IFor this reason Catholies should not be
too complacent in the face of persistent
calumny. Often sensational stories may

from

and good

find their way into the columns of
newspapers without the knowledge of
those at the helm, but it eannot oceur

frequently  without a  suspicion of
carelessness or connivance on the part
f the managers.  However, a willing=~
ness to make proper amends should
the publicaticn from malices
led to write these lines in
a sensational article published
in one of our city papers, an account
of which will be found on our first

absolve
We
view of

are

page.  The statement, to be sure, were
ridiculous, but neverthleess: nine out
of ten non-Catholies  would believe
them to bhe as true as gospel. There

is nothing too absurd for many to
credit when the matter is detrimental
to the Church.

No one can tell how deep an impres-
gion is made upon the plastic minds of
t

e voung when sineh stories find their
way into print and are left uncontra-~
dicted, No wonder the Pope, the

Bishops and the clergy are anxious that
every Catholic home should have the
benefit and the protection of a Catholie
newspaper.—Catholic Universe,
BEDEG N L,

In mortal sin, it would be better ta
receive legions of devils than once ta
receive the living and terrible (od.—-
B. Henry Suso.
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