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® stituent atoms as already of them- |the stable and_common elements of
selves matter of a definite kind, ne- |thought, thet are conveyed by the
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c ontinued from Last Weel:. stances. this event we uld ba ) b mbining them, invi
(C o NG B‘:Nm ks e the |88 far  from reconciliatior as cver; | make any real impression whatever
1 bonucathad S0 POmtERity, " the | Finciples by whon il 00 the |28 fer | from reco obliged to  look | UPOR our understanding; unless q ro- ALL DRUGGISTS, 25
/ Has bequeathed to ﬂ?‘wm.- he s and we must concede hu. | UPON the human person as. un acei- | velation is so purcly unique and
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imental date were meagre. : . ed into the terminol of the other “he radical concept, as it has in
“mpepm good for this purpose, to, all | But if they be , these _acien- togy

stical intent, as the most modern
glm;lodem investigations, and from
them he reasomed in the light of the
t metaphysical principles too:):x-
e
ime. Until the

gtress and strain of ti
mind of man changes, ahd that is'to

clusiors that will weather all

gay, until man ceases to be mamn, the

“Summa Theologiae’ Wwill prove to

the norm of theological thought.
}J& ;’:lnciplee are the 'perennial guid-
ing principles of reason. It ershrincs
the truest philosophy and it em-
bodies the most perfect scientific me-
thod.
In such a spirit, as I have said,
u,cntrue theologian approaches the
task of reconciliation. In such a
spirit, too, the true man of solence—
and by far the majority of eminent
geientific men “have, as a fact, been,
and are, men of this stamp—envis-
ages the multiferious problems set
him by nature. Not, indeed, that ;t
lies in his province to comcord his
discoveries and . the ' inferences cor-
rectly or incorrectly = drawn = from
them with the teaching of the Church
—for to science has not been ac-
corded the guardiamship of all truth
—but rather because, 1mmd as
he naturally ‘may be in revelation,
he at least has mo previous bias in
favor of one apparent scientific truth
rather than amother, and, having
none, he leaves revelation,  which
is not his subject, untouched in or-
der that he can work out to their
conclusions the actual - pmoblems
which he finds before him.
It will be found as an almost in-
variable rule that the great mem of
- science have not themselves been re-
sponsible for the difficulties of re-
conciliatior. that prompt, in the
first instance, the desire of a dog-
matic restatement. Some, mo doubt,
may be found wio l’.ve‘&ddd phil-
osophizing to mmu_ndm-
culative to the exacter and more ma-
thematical treatment of their sub-
Ject. But, for the most part,  the
Popularizers of soientitic results, the
small philosophers of hew discove-
ries, are to blame for the epparent
contradictions and diffioulties that
80 make themselves feolt, For in no
tase can any result of any exact sci-
ence transcend the matter and. ma-
terial measurements with which all
science  deals. To be exact science
must be experimental and observa-
i it must be formulated ‘mathe-
matically. And if the formulae of
one department of science to be found
88 in several instances they have
been found, to . hold good in others,
they are none the less formulae ex-
Pressing the relations of mass, mea-
Surement or distance amd iime. Even
the science
time is neglected amg space only

mnm’m! to enter into the catcula-
S,

belong to

ience, so long as it remains
8Ct, to probe  the real questions
Which are go familiar in theology.
And if, leaving the spatial, tem-~
Poral and materigl di which

ex-

“The Progeeis of Though

of chemistry, in which .
! mally
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and :_t'he
ith

tist-philosophers,
crioscopes and their balances, their
test .tubes and their calculus, and
filling up the gaps in their date by
creations of their own'fertile minds,
logically enough evolved there, ro
doubt, if the principles they seek to
establish be granted beforehand; if
they turn Irom their measures and
retorts to a theoretical comstruction
of matter, which may represent fact
as it does spatically picture it, but
which undoubtedly leaves the only
real point of the problem to be
solved without even the ghost of a
solution; if they be wrong in this,
then the theologians have no mneed
to adapt their teaching to mew prin-
ciples or theories. but only to ex-
plain and wunfold the old dogmatic
truths upon the old lines in the light
of modern exact research, discovery
ard statement.
As an example of the explanation
rather thar adaptation which is
urged, the treatment due to-day to
almost any theological term would
suffice. Consider, for example, the
word person, and its meaning. Has
exact science in any sense caused the
conception expressed by this word
to shift? It is not here a gruestion
of the etymological changes accom-
panying and denoting the growth of
languaga. When we employ the
word, even in this twentieth cen-
tury, we kinow perfectly well that we
do not mean a masked actor; and if
any doubt exists as 4o what is  the
precise signification—the full extent
and content—of the word, the old
philosophical definition, fitting the
root thought corgenial to our minds,
will easily bamish 1t.

Has, then, modern science discoy-
ed in ite researches that we, who
ame persons, are anything else than
‘“individuel substances of o rational
mébure?” ;

e

Doubtiess we should ~ be assails:d
with @ storm of criticism for sach
an exact definition. Atomistic phi-
Josophers and upholders of the broa-
der theory of evolution would come
to the attack armed with hypothe-
8is and theory. We should be told
that there is no such thing as suh-
stance in the sense in which we
employ the tqrm;. thet en individual
is the aggregate result of as many
individuals as there are atoms in
his composition; that the rational
mature is' the outcome of the irra-
tional, and that, were our record of
rature perfect we should find includ-
ed in it an infinity iof vaniations and

of rationality.

But it is certainly worthy of no-
tice  that not one such criticism--if
we except, perhaps, the second—
comes. from a scientist Spealking for-

a8 a man of science. They
are the cavils of scientists, if
will, but of scientists speaking as
philosophers, indulging in specula-
tions, imagining realities and froed
|.from all the tests of scientific ex-
actness. And with these Catholic
theologians are familiar, with the
familiarity of long acquaintance
gained by severgl thousand years of

are its guarantee of experimental ac-

Curacy, . science attempts  to formu-
late for i
it

ty of its new lations. = Such
Speculations, at rate, ocould ne-
Yer rightly lay clatm ito a soientific

Sontinuity, though,. in g sense, -
foBht point to an obscurely scionti-
origin, #
This is o point Wwhich is often for-
“en or lost sight ‘of. Tt RO
%8y, 50 alluring, so. 1 o o “hu-

{false “and  inc
| But. since it is impossible to  sup-

recr t heresy.

Is it necessary. then, to acoomino-
date dogmadtic teaching to the novw-
er ph of pseudo-scientific
philosophy ? Would there be any
real gain in trans our ‘terms,
supposing . that such . & proceeding
were feasible, into their equivalents
in . these  self-confessed - relative
schools? If we wished to  present
the truths of dogma 'in an easier
form to the world there would un-
doubtedly be such a gain, in-  the
one supposition that these schools
of philosophy had caught the public
ear and at the same time were radi-
cally true or at least not radically
incapable of correctivn.

DPose that the scholastic dpctrine,
say, of ‘matter and form, is in any
‘senfie translatable into the che-

ticles, existing as
scholastics know as materia, prima,

must undergo
bored accommodation.
to what extent the
cles be thenretically
can never cease to
material nature,
material qualities
in their aggregation
From the various activities of
resultant being

physical, chemical,
alterations

No matte
molecular parti

th

ten down in the
ic formulae with
ing degree of mathematical exact,
mess. It is likewise obvious

this view leaves altogether out
account the
ty of spiritual natures, since it ig un.
able to include them

symbolism of atom

O]

.ciple extending itself to separated in-
dividual atoms, theaggregate of par-
such because of the
soul, would take the place of what

But fthe modern philosophiocal ‘atom-
ists would have us consider the con-

an extraordivanily la-

attenuated. they
be of a detinite
possessing definite
and constituting
& definite mags.

certain etructural,
biological and in-

can be inferred;
and, it is conceivable, could be writ-
an almost surpris-
that
question of the possibili-

under its own

cal systems?
While  speaking of the theological

many, I have naturally spoken of it
a8 denoting g reasonahle rather than
a revealed concept. We must have

the case of the word we have
corsideringand its
it has had those matural and neces-
sary ideas as its primitive data;,
else it could mot have conveyed su-
pernatural truth to us at all, save,
as 1 have said, as a unique,
tive, incommunicable vision.
Hence, though for the purposes of
ar-exact theological system as much
of the full content and extent

been

r ftrue sigmification,

e

as s possible should be gained,
teach consistently and
the truth of Chnist, the exact na-
tural meamirg of the words and the
exact natural value of concepts is all
that is required. And with no less
than this is such teaching possihile.
In this, rather tham in any accom-
modation or adaptation of theology

to

f

specific termi. logy. 10 either science or systems of phi-

More bha;uti.}?ls- it 18 unable to | 10s0phy, a clear stiatement and a
explain or refer to any of its own |®MAle explanation of the perennial
formulae  the immaterial functions @0 Unchanging natures of things ang

thought as a secretive
seriously by the thoughitful,
though it might be desirable to
physical and psychical alike, in
single algebraic comcept.

The mind is confronted here with
a consideration which does not have
reference to degrees of ‘orgamnicity but
bo‘mal diversity of Prireiple; and,
although we may well adopt every-
thing that exact science has had to
tell us in the past and- be Prepared

a

to listen with respect to all “hat it
may teach us 'in  the future, we
should do well to pause before  ad-

mitting too readily the extraordin-
arily far-reaching oonclusions that
built upon its exact,
though meagre, 3
that Ca

a

3

y “Who firet
sep: the cc of water;
Liebig, whuse-la.borwtoxvy at Giessen
was perhaps the most fentile of all
in. results, and Michael Faraday did
not admit any possibie existence of
physical atoms. For the me rea-
son, Sir Humphrey Davy usg the
word ‘‘propontion,’’ and Dr. Wollas-
ton “‘equivalent,’’ in place of that
which has now come irto general
use. Sir William Ramsay warns us
that ‘“we must beware of confusing

tod

this (the atomic) theory with  the
facts on which it is founded,'’ In-
deed, though in the preparation . of

mere text-books of chemistry or phy-
sics we should hardly be led to ex-
pect any very deep Philosophical
considerations set before the student,
there are books in which some re.
ference is made to the fact that the
theory is, after all, a chemical or a
physical ome in the strict sense of
the words, and not in any way an
attempt to acoount for the ultimate
constitution of matter; and, if this is
not the case with all text-books, it
should not be forgotten that such
wiorks are written for the sole pur-
pose of teaching the science of che-
mistry, or heat, or electricity.

When in the hamds of the scientist
philosophizer, . the laws of propor-
tions, affinity, periodicity are ex-
alted into an explanation of the ocs-
sential nature of matter, the beauty
of the whole fabric of the science of
hemist ishes in instent and
shrinks into the distorted semblance
of a philosophy ljke that of Demo-
critus or Leucippus. ~ The - aefual
date. will not support the theory
when it goes from amn imaginatlive
structural account of matter to a
description of its essentidl nature.
Compdratively long as this di;
transmuted science has been, it is far
too brief to do anything like  full
justice to the better claims of  the
really philosophical theory tlat
wigely distinguishes between the ae-
tually and the potentially existent.
But it does bring' out to some ~ ex-

the essen x
.mguti-’m\!rha;
nothing to fear from the edvance o
it bk ellrc learning. :ﬁ,vgx
mum-wﬁ}w_

to
product of
orgamic tissues will never be taken
much
in-
clude many, and indeed all, processes

It is well to

of thoughts is to be desired.

To take refuge in the exaltation of
mysticism would®*appear to be as
fatal as to yield without q astruggle
to false Philosophies; for the super-
ratural does not cqnflict with natu-
ral truth. To give credence to every
wayward theory that is Proposed
with Jany faint shadow of g truthful
comsistence with observed facts

one of the worst traits, and a

cious trait, of the modern mind;
trait neither

is
Vi-
a
sciertific nor philoso-
if the taunt that a vi-

: pretersions of an an-
tiquated philosophy or theology irkys
or shamey in any way, those of us
t even humanly gainedq
iolable amd unchangeable
may comfort ourselves with the
hat as in the infancy of
thought, lips babbled
}ﬁ;mr‘cru(i.ia explanations of reality,
SOMOW, in the ex decrepitude
and decay of the Philosophic temper,
they again babble in the halting
syllables of their childhiog. 3
What, then, g the troe attitude
tihat churchmen should take up with
ragard to science? Ought they to
neglec.t. it altogether in all religious
qnestions mg offering neither possihle
Support nor possible criticism ? Oughyt
our theology to he closed up in some
mind asg having
whatever in common  with
our ather knowledge—in something
the same way that the religion of
Some  people is  shut up by itself, ’
away from and out of touch with
the other influences and interest of
their liveg? Surely not. While re-
membering that the brtilliant

|
|

for-
ward march of exact science has
dome nothing of itself to invalidate

the claims of revelation or the truth
of its teaching, we should surely not
throw it over a8 of no possible uge
to theology. = But whenrdas upon its
findings conclusions have been raised
that are in the highest degree un- |
trust‘\vo-mhy and dangenous, upon
hose same findings, correctly under-
stood, ought to be arnamged and
Corsolidated the etermal and natural
verities that are et the same time
the bulwark amnd interpretation of
God-given truth. y
Few men can acquire even '‘a. mo-
derately comprehensive view of their
‘own subject fnom outside—seen, as it
were, in its place in the totality of
lnowledge. Fewer still seem to at-
tempt to adjust the growing: mass of
eéxact observations to the changeless
forms in which we all must of ne-
oéssity think. It would be a real
service to science to relate it to the
great comprehensive principles of
sane philosophy.
* It is  necessary that theology
should be taught in plain terms. But
the plainest terms are, after all,
those that are in themselves the
truest; and they are not to be found
iIn any pseudo-scientific philosophy.
X F. AVELING,
London, Ergland.

Mass While on Vacation.

Before ‘the rush to the swshnzhm%nd

mountains sets in, says the Ca-
mﬂc Transcri®; Catholics on vaca-
tion bent will consult their highest
interests by providing for attendance
at Mass on Sundays. Witk the fa-
cilities offefed at most resorts there
any excuse for failing to
the y Sacrifice on Sun-
ause one is on vacation, }:

|
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Father Feehan, Bishop
of Fall River.

Succeeds Late Bishop Stang.

diocese, to succeed Bishop William
Stang, who died recently. The names
of many prominent members of - the
Catholic clergy have been mentioned

in connection with the appointment, 251 st. Catherine Street West,

| including those of Rev. Dr, James 7 St. Catherine Street ‘East b
Shanahan, professor at the Catholic < 4
University at Washingtion; Msgr, | =——= - 3
Kennedy, of Philadelphia, and Rev, E
James Coyle, of Tauntor. The Fall [ West at the ol of last week o 3
River diocese has a large French Ca- | find out if there was any foundation

tholic population. Father Feehan is
a fluent French speaker,

Rev. Daniel P, Feehan, P.R., was
born in Athol, Mass., in 1855. He

Father Fechan has always beer, a
strong advocate of total abstinence.
In speaking of his appointment, ex-
Mayor Fordick, of Fitchiburg, said
that ‘‘for many years Father Feehan

tors of other denominations.’’

Central Catholic.
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a call for

: I‘:n.:ss (tlles;nu‘u:h_c-s’wlrm:x l:l);l()(‘ Iz:n- sites, Boating Hats, CapS,
rounce the appoin nent of ev. Da- 1 7 1 H
niel F. Feehan, bermanent rector of Bathl“g Sl“ts’ Hats’ /4‘ Slze
St. Bernard’s Church at Fitchburg, CO“(’II‘S.

Mass, to the bishopric of Faill River

for thig astonishing

article, T'ife
Most Reverend Archbishop of &y,
Boriface, in the course of a dong in- o

terview om thig and other matters,
charged mé to

Wwas graduated from St. Mary’s Col- | nial to the story faked by the Regiva % i
lege, this city, in June, 1876, and | Standard. His Grace did indeed

was ordained to the priesthood De- | visit Regina, amd conversed with ¥
cember 20, 1879, by Bishop McNier- | mamy persons there; but not one §
ney. word was said about political

gamnization: not

50 much as broached,

vin's time was

was the strongest single force in the with parish matters and private
city in assisting to success the no- | consultations about - the spiritual
license campaigns and in upholding needs of his parishioners, - Thus not
sane temperamce wornk.”” A, C. one word of the rd articls, sy
Browr, president of the Reform cluby, | far as it concerns the Archibighop of
expressed the same sentiment. The | St, Boniface, is true. The Funtilng
Rev. Charles E. Spaulding, pastor of Catholic candid ¢ el vt s
of the First Mathodist Church, said: cause of His Grace's vigit to oo
“I have written Father Feehan ex- gina.  There was. mo" - okt
pressing my regret at his departure, the most enengotic wuof e
I have found him ever a man of suok Church, and mMm‘s"m A
character as would be a loss to any decision there
community. He made bLis personal- to place

ity felt in. temperance wgmk, and n nomination

has shown a fratermal spinit to pas- election,

ke You Gaing Awey ?,

If so don’t forget to give us
your Quting requi-

BRENNAN'S :

2 Stores

give an absolute de-

. Mgr., g6~
completely taken up

hich
shall bo dovoted to the inferevis 1 |
' : the Church.” The' rest of the nrti-
! . cle is mainly a series of atiiito
No Catholic Party ol B
. out W e cloth in
Refutaion by the Rev. Editor | offica. 2




