'We quote the following beautiful
‘story from the current issue . of
\the Annals of the Propagation = of
the Faith :

‘When the Sisters of the L ,
‘Conception of Castres came to open
wour girls’ school in 1894, their first
‘pupil was a little Pahouine about
twelve years old, who came from the
willage of Foula, near by. Her fa-
ther was dead, and so, according to
the prevailing custom, she belonged
1o her uncle, Esong Ayong, an obs-
tinate pagan. He followed the cus-
tom so closely to the letter that for
several years he had already promis-
ed her, for value received, to a man
named Nzong. Under the name of
Medard, Nzong had been brought up
and baptized at the Missiond but he
had practically been an apostate for
a number of years.

The little girl lived with the sisters
and was very docile and pious. When
she was baptized under the name of

Flavia, the Mother Superioress stood

sponsor for her.

As she grew up, her uncle demand-
ed an exorbitant payment for her in
consideration of the instruction and
care which she had received from us.
Medard, from time to time, brought
him the required goods, guns, sacks
ot salt, bars of soap, pots, etc., al-
ways avoiding a payment in full, in
true Pahouin fashion.

In the meantime Flavia continued
living with the Sisters; when, at the
end of the year 1897, she under-
stood how she was to be disposed of,
she suffered cruelly from the injury
done to her liberty and Christian
feeling. After Medard’s first visit
to her, she told the Sisters that
she could never marry such a man,
Her firm resolution gave rise to
much trouble.

The Mission decided to stand by
her and give her every moral assist-
ance to protect her rights. The ene-
mies in line were her guardian, whose
pride was wounded that a woman,
worth no more than a goat among
the Pahouins, should dare to resist
him; Flavia’'s mother, the old Ntza-
ma; the repulsed suitor, who made
castly fetiches to gain his purpose;
and finally, the loud-mouthed crowd
of old pagans in the neighborhood.
In this locality personal matters are
public affairs, and the cpuncil of the
village met every day to decide upon
them,

For weeks and weeks the young
gi®l suffered annoyances from-the
people, insults and threats from her
ungle, curses from her mother and
temptations of all kinds. She per-
sisted in her course, positive in her
resolution that she would never
leave the Sisters but for a Christian
husband.

In the meantime, Charles Efayong,
a young Christian who had with-
stood repeated temptations against
his faith, came to the village. Hav-
ing heard of Flavia, he asked her
hand in marriage. They met and
were mutually pleased. Knowing
Charles to be rich and the son of, a

, chief, Esong Ayong, Flavia’s mo-
ther and the members of the council
agreed that he should marry her.
Nothing remained to be done but
for him to deliver the merchandise
equal in  value to what had been
given by Medard, who was to be re-
paid by Esong Ayong.

This arrangement ' was too simple
to be final. While Charles was mak-
ing. his first payments, Medard, far
from being discouraged by the ro-
guery-of his once prospective father-
in-law, renewed his charge, outbid-
ding his rival. After new gifts of
all kinds of wares, the uncle’s heart
wavered lamentably. Without re-
tracting his word to Charles, he re-
newed his promise to Medard apd
wused every means to break Flavia’s
will.

The unfortunate experience of the
Yyoung girl can well be imagined; at
all times she was obliged to receive
“her family’s hated Visits'f to suffer
the threats of her uncle, the curses
 of her mother and the inhuman . an-

late

known positively.

from her village, where there was no
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On October 80, 1900, the adminis-
trator of the district came to the
Mission for the feast of All Saints,
Medard had ded in pany
ing him as interpreter. Lacking all
sense of shame, he complained to the
Superior of the shabby treatment
which he had received, of the unjust
C of his fi

The Father accordingly arranged
another interview between him and
her before himself, the Sisters. and
the inevitable family. Flavia demied
his assertions successively, disclosed
his lies, and repeated that she never
wanted to see him again. Esong
Ayong, enraged, threatened to shoot
her at the first opportubity. ‘‘Go,’”
said she to him, ‘‘get your gun and
cease tormenting me,’’

The interview had taken place at
noon. In the evening, about seven
o’clock, while the Fathers were mak-
ing their visit to the Blessed Sacra-
ment, steps were heard in the Sis-
ters’ yard. Some one had been seen
prying about the dormitories, and
the poor children were crying for
fear. Medard had gained access to
the yard and was meditating seduc-
tion. That was his ruin.

The misdemeanor of trespassing is
punishable by law; so the Mission en~
tered complaint and Medard returned
to Ningue-Ningue with manacles on
his wrists to spend two months in
the prison of Libreville.

The city council of Foula present-
ed a sight of complete = disorder.
Their first act was one of angry fol-
ly. Esong Ayong played his last
trump by taking Flavia away from
the Sisters.

The poor girl was forced to.live in
the village, where she was compelled
to work' with the other women,
though she dared not eat with them
for fear of poison. She succeeded in
returning to the Sisters every night
to sleep. So much did she ' suffer
during this time that she said to one
of her friends: ‘‘If T were a pagan I
would drown myself.”’

However, the family were not
angry but that they might become a
prey to averice: and, as Medard's
cause seemed to be sufficiently hope-
less, they bethought. themselves . of
Charles.

Negotiations were opened with him.
He left the Mission one evening dur-
ing November, while the Fathers were
absent, and carried new offerings to
Esong Ayong, who was always ready
to receive more. No one was ad-
vised of the issue of his errand and
the next morning nothing was seen
of Charles, his boat, or Flavia.

Great consternation. prevailed at
the Mission. Only one thing was
Before leaving
Flavia had sent a message to the
Sisters by one of her friends saying
that ‘‘she felt herself obliged to flee

Py
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security for her and where she could
not save her purity and be assured
of making a Christian marriage.”
Having left his bride-elect with his
old father Esone at Mekonangha on
the other side of the river, Charles
returned to the Mission, . This he
had a perfect right to do; but no
sooner was his presence known than
we were besieged by a furious mob,
ready to kill and devour him. One
old, white-headed pagan persisted in
exciting the others to lay hold  of
their guns, which they had conceal-
ed in our own banana fields.

““Do not do that,”’ said the Father.
Superior to them; ‘‘Charles is our
guest and the, muskets of the Mis-
sion speak more potently than the
blunderbusses of. Esong Ayong.” At |
these words the crowd dispersed with
threats of death, 3
' Charles retired to rest in the chil-
dren’s school-room; about ten o’clock
in the evening the Father Superior,
accompanied. by a Brother, went
with him to his boat, never leaving
the shore until he was out of sight;
the pagans had been prowling about
and might have aeizedgﬂm had he
not been under our pretection.
| Suffering greater and _greater humi- |
liation, the wrath of Fsong Ayong
‘was not appeased.  Tn December,
1900, he crogsed the river to rege

sion of his adopted daughter

i

) |ting rock, Esong Ayong and his
‘|made an attempt to  seize her.

‘| Mekonangha came to her aid.

yet on
has diminished, and has' given place
more and more to treatment, the ob-
jeet of which
than to cure disease.
air and
gince the days of Aristotle, but only
riow in our
cognized as an ordinary prescription

young

Screaming at the top of her voice,
she resisted them until the men of
One
instant more and she would bave
been gagged and in the hands of her
enemies. :

Esone, the - chief of the district,
tw&herbyd:ehnpdn;slp of
his protection, and the boat with her
relatives disappeared amid d
trations of diabo! patred. . Un-

Charles was prepared to lay down
the required sum for his wife. As
usual, interest silenced hatred.

On December.27, the Father Supe-
vior and myself went to Mekonanghas
John Ondo, the chief of Donghila,
had been chosen judge to control the
question of payment, and accompa-
nied us. - Ntzama also went with us;
she was still a little sulky, but quite
a different creature from the vixen
that two days before had been swear-
ing before our doors to get posses-
sion of her daughter.

On December 28 we celebrated Mass
in the hut of Felix, the catechist of
the post. The birds of the neighbor-
ing forest furnished the music. Char-
les and Flavia received their Christ-
mas Communion and a few moments
afterwards the nuptial benediction.
They are now living good Christian
lives. By her desire for a Christian
union Flavia proved herself to be a
woman of strong principles.

As for the people of Foula, Esong
Ayong and the rest are mow rejoic-
ing; Medard, who was to have been

Flavia’s husband, has been stricken
with a severe illness.
paid her a visit at Easter Ntzama

When Charles

was so happy to see him that she
cooked him a fine dinner.
I have related a true story. It

has a happy ending, but how many
others

have concluded differently.
Many, many women bear the burden
of years of servitude.

We missionaries fight single-handed
against this horrihle ' pagan crime.
The government has as yet no
thought of instituting a reform, for
others besides the blacks support the
custom.

Nevertheless,  Jesus has - said :
“From the beginning it was not so.””
Upon His word we lope to re-estab-
lish the normal union between man
and woman, giving the latter her li-

berty and true position.

Curative Forces in Nature.

Dr. Berthenson bhas a curious ar-

ticle on a by-path of medical lore.
The most enlightened of modern sci-
entists
without examination even the most

are not disposed@ to reject

astonishing popular remedies l(')r
human ills; for they know, better
‘than any of us, how limited our

knowledge is of the marvellous forces
of nature.
medicine is, on the whole, in favor of
what may be called preventive hy-
giene.
ber of specific preparations for spe-
cific diseases have been discovered,

The tendency of modern

Although in our day a num-

the whole the use of drugs

is to prevent rather
The value of
sun has been known ever

day have they been re-

of the physician. Pliny the Younger
tells us of a Roman ditizen who de-

rived great benefit from sun baths,
and the houses of wealthy Romans

seem to have heen often built with
a view. to enjoying this remedy. A
Danish scientist discovered that ba-
bigs grow more rapidly at the = sea-
sons of the year when light and

warmth are most intense, and an-

other learned man found out that the
light of the sun accelerated the pro-
cess  of digestion " in the case of
children. ' On the hygienic
valne of air it is ‘scarcely necessary
nowadays to dilate. It may be suf-
ficient to say that the combination
of air and light is generally fatal to
the ‘existence of the most dangerous |
microbes, and it is significant that
all the states of Western Burop
the death-rate is' markedly high

Czar, becanse of the recent bloodshed

took the form of a personel letter to
the Czar, advising him to consider
the wishes of his people for Tliberty
and to remember his own wishes for
peace, as expressed by him when he
summoned the peace conference at
The Hague. The letter was sent by
special messenger, and is already in
the Czar's hands. z

Some think the letter. may cause

doubtedly the; wer al quarrels
and sformy Yscemes; but Medard ba-‘
hind 8 could do nothing, and

| has already had some difficulty in
. the matter with Germany and Aus-

diplomatic troubles, as the Pope is
known by the Russians to be in sym-
pathy with Polish Catholics, and he

tria. But Pius X. considers it his
duty to seek the welfare of the Ca-
thotics in Poland, and diplomatic
considerations will not prevent his
uttering his convictions.

New Tranélation of A Kempis

Sir Francis Cruise, one of the most
eminent physicians of Ireland, has
rendered a splendid service to the
cause of Christian literature. In the
midst of a busy life he has found
time to devote to the study of ‘“The
Imitation of Christ”” and of the au-
thor of that immortal work. The
Irish Catholic layman nas become an
authbrity on the subject and in his
writings he has vindicated the claims
of Thomas a Kempis to the author-
ship of ‘“The Imitation.” Right
years ago he wrote a learned and ex-
haustive ‘‘Life of Thomas a Kempis’’
which was soon tranmslated into
French and German. In gratitude
for his services the people of Xem-
pem, in Germany, the birthplace of
Thomas, named a street in his hon-
or.

Several monograms and sketches
on his favorite subject have come
from the pen of Sir Francis. Now
he has concluded the more ambitious
tasks of translating ‘“The Imitation’’
into idiomatic English. With the ex4
ception of the Sacred Scriptures no
book has ever enjoyed greater popu-
larity then ‘“The Imitation.”” Fon-
tenelle, a famous Frenchman, did not
overstep the truth when he said that
it was the most beautiful book that
ever came from the hand of man. It
has been translated into over fifty

in Russia end Poland. His protest |
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quarters for anything in this line.

290 Bleury Street,
«  Just below Sherbrooke. :

Now is the proper time to purchase

the coming season. Wé are Head

Quarries at Barre, Vi., and Aberd
Scotiand.

T. J. O'NEILL,

REAL ESTATE ACENT,
IBO ST.JAMES STREET.
Loans, Insurance, Renting and Col-
lecting of Renmts.’ Moderate charges,
and prompt ntfum.
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GONROY BROS..

228 Oentre Street
PRACTICAL PLUMBERS, GAS & STEAM Fitters

Electric and Mechanical Beils, Etc.
Tel. Main 3552. Night and Day Services

Established 1884.

G. O’BRIEN,

House,Sign ana Decorative Painter
PLAIN AND DECORATIVE
PAPER-NANGER.
Whitewashing r::l Tinting, Orders promptly

. Tej
Residence, 75 A rLuer Srrere. Office, 647 Dor-
chester street, east of Bleury street, Montreal.

Bell Telephone, Up 205.

LAWRENCE RILEY,

PLASTHIRIEE.
Suceessor to John Riley. Establish .
Plll‘{? zd Om:rtat;l’llduuﬂni.; K.g::hluugf
al 1 rom; to. -
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15 PARIS STREET, Point 8t. Charles.
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languages and it would be imp i-
ble to enumerate the number of edi-
tions it has passed through.

All our English versions are based
on a translation made at Douai at
the beginning of the seventeenth cen-
tury by a Jesuit, Rev. Anthony Hos-
kins. Bishop Challoner, whose trans-
lation is the one in general use
amongst Catholics followed Hos-
kins. Challoner’s English is now

MENEHLY BELL CONFANY

TROY,N.¥,,and '
I7T7BROAPWAY , NEW YORE Olsy.

Masufacture Superior CHURCH BELLS

COOOA AND OHOOOLATE.

antiquated, and the arr t of
the books is not according to the
plan of the author., Thomas a Kem~
pis intended that the book on Holy
Communion should precede that on
Interior Consolation, Such is the
logical order, but for Centuries the
other order has Been followed.

Sir TFrancis Cruise, in his new
translation, has not only corrected
the antiquated English of Bishop
Challoner, but he has rearranged the
books according to the intention of
Thomas a Kempis. His translation
is pronounced the most correct yet
made. It has been published by the
Catholic Truth Society of San Fran-
cisco at the popular price ‘of 25
cents. Tt is bound in artistic cloth
and sells at cost price. The Truth
Society wishes to give it the widest
dirculation possible, as it should be
in the hands of every Christian.

WANTED—CHARITY,

: PR
{11, as Swift was wont to say, cen-
sure is the tax a man pays to the
jmfbuc for being eminent, it. would
‘¢learly be futile to expect that @ so
exalted a personage as  the Pope
should escape such payment. One
may be pardoned, nevertheless, for.

Holy Father, the collector of this |

deploring that, in the case of the}

special sort of tax should often bo a |

DO NOT BUY TRASHY 600DS
AT ANY PRICE, . .

- Cowan’s
Gocoa=Ghocolate

Aré the Best. Notice the Nameon the'y

established

street; treagyr.
, 18 St, Augustiy,
the second Sup-
of every month, in g¢, Ann'g,
Hall, corner Young ang Ottawuv
streets, at 3.830 p.m,

C.M.B.A. OF CANADA, BRANCH
26.—Organired 18th November
1878.—Branch 2¢ meets at St.
Patrick’s Hall, 93 St. Alexlnd;
St., on every Momduy of each
month, The regular meetings fop
the transaction of business ary
held on the 2nd ang 4th Mondays
of each mounth, at 8 p.m, Spirituay
Adviser, Rev. M. Callag!um; Chan.
cellor, #. J. Darcy; President, W
F. Wall; Recording Secretary, P, C'_
McDonagh, 189 Visitation street.
Financial Secretary, Jas. J. Coo:
tigan, 825 St, Urbain street; Treg-

surer, J. H, Kelly; Medical Advisers,

Drs. H, J, Harrison, ®, J, 0’Con-
nor and @. H. Merril),
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OFFICIAL CIRCULA
CATHOLIC muTUAL i

Benefit Association

GRAND COUACIL
OF QUEBEC.

Organised at Niagara Fallg, N.Y, July s
1876. Incorporated by Special Act of {.h-v
Now York Btate Legislature, June 9, 1879},

Membership 63,000 and increasing rapidly

More than 814,600,000 paid in
Benefits in twenty.eight years.

.I‘l;‘l‘;;;: .r:u. November 25th, 1904,
ve

C.M.B. A.is Banctioned by Pope
Piux X, and _Approved by Ca’rdinui
Bishops and Priests, several of whom are:
Officers.
For INroRMATIONADDRESS -

P. E. EMILE BELANCER,

Sapreme Deputy,

Secretary, Quebee Grand Counedl,
DO:D'AIHIIILLON STREET, QUEBEC.

A. R. ARCHAMBAULT,
Sapreme Deputy,
Organiger for the Province of Quebec,

OFFICE: 15603 NOTRE DAME STREETS-

idenceo: 7.
Phone Bell l.na‘7 l’r RILN BT,

$SELF RAISING FLOUR. :

! By a resolution passed at a meet-
ing of the Fabrique of St. Michael’s,
dated the 8rd of January, 1904,
and with the approval of His Grace
the Archbishop, the Fabrique binds
itself to cause to have said in  St.
Michael’s during four yearl‘ two
masses & month according to ‘the in~
tention of those who contribute 50

Se—
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ST- MI[:HAH.’S P AHISH, s the Originai and the Best.
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LARGE GATHERING

The banquet given
Pafrick’s  night: by
patrick’s  Soclety

windsor Hotel was largel
by the members of the So
gresentatives of kindred
and numerous other guest:
sident, Dr. F. B, Devlin, j
Amongst those at
yable with him were S
Bingston, Sir Thomas Sh
yudge Curran, Hon. Rodo
mieux, Father Kavanagh
Cloran, Dr. Guerin, Mr. G.
rond, Alderman Bumbray,

Wilson-Smith and a m
others.

The vice-chairmen were 1
Curran, W. P. Kearney, F

pamee and T. T. Tansey.

After full justice -had be
the menu, the chairman pro
bealth of the King.

Following thel loyal toasts
toast of the evening, ‘‘Irele

Proposed by the Hon. Rod
mieux, it was responded t.
Q. B. Drummond, Father M
and Judge Curran,

In rising to propose ti
Hon. Mr. Lemieux remarked
history of Ireland was a h
woes and oppression, but t
same had '‘not blotted out |
triotism and the love of
which was exhibited by ever
man. To-day by their ser
the Empire—to Great Brit:
land claims their gratitude:
gemands Home Rule, not m

Continuing, he justified thi
ground that it was not an
tion, but rather a restorat
what Ireland had once Posses
Iand wants a parliament on
Green. A number of statem
Mr. Gladstone, whom he ca
greatest statesman of moder
were quoted. The TUnion .
was a mockery,' The only go
tiod in the history of Irelar
only time when Ireland mad
gress, was during the period
tan’s parliament, between t
1714 and 1798,

Personally speaking as a
Subject his great aim was to
colonies prosper. To see
forge altiead and yet stil} ret
present relations to Great

qu Wwas this possible, he
¥hen every year there were th
o Irishmen coming to Canad
ing to the republic to the
Uheir hearts filled with rancor
the old land,

In Canada, in spite of th
tional arguments which migy
adduced from, the presence of
races, as well as two religion:
fule had proved s success,
Ueitor-General traced the con
the growtn of Canadian co
tonel privileges. In 1g3p,
u:;m had impressed upon t

Temier anada,
Bome ryJe, g B
j’: ad 4 great sta
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