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SONG FROM “‘PIPPA PASSES,”” BY
J ROBERT BROWNING.

The year’'s at the spring
And day’s at the morn ;

*. Morning’s at seven :
The hillside’s dew-pearled ;
The lark’s on the wing ;
The snail’s on the thorn ;
God’s in his heaven—
All’s right with the world !

A JAPANESE RECEPTION.

The two months since I reached
this honorable and friendly land
have been one long reception. Even

the islands seemed to have reached

out into the ocean to receive our

vessel as she slowly drew into port.
Looking over the side of the ship
down into the upturned faces of hun-
dreds of people in every variety of
water craft, clustered like chicks
around the mother hen, 1 heard my

name -called. What pleasure it is
to hear one's own name on the bor-
ders of a foreign land and amongst
strangers !

My friends had found me, and, con-
ducted by them through crowds of
half-clad, starving navvies and kuru-
mayas, I reached Yokohama station.
My first impression was of sound,
not sight—the noise of the thousands
ol wooden geta on the pavements.

I'rom Yokohama we took train for
Tokyo—my future home. Our train
was late, and, on arriving, we found
that most of the missionaries had
called in the afternoon—a reception
without a lion, a ‘‘ Hamlet "’ with-
out a ghost. But the welcome ex-
tended by the Japanese Christians
was yet to come, and 1 was informed
through an interpreter that my ‘“*hon-
orable self”” would be welcomed on
Saturday, and ‘‘ please come early

[ came early—at half-past one on
the appointed day, attended by an
escort of four boys to the reception
hall. Before entering it was neces-
sary to remove my shoes and substi-
tute a pair of gorgeous purple Dutch
socks provided for the occasion.

With much howing and smiling, I
was ushered into a large room., whose
original size had been increased by
sliding back the walls which separat-

ed it from adjacent apartments. This
room, the floor covered with tatami
was empty of furniture, save for a
small, low card-table Around the
walls numerous cushions were placed
These are like the Canadian variety,
onlv. much thinner. and on them  the
peeple sit
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be seated.

This was an improve-
ment on the floor, but the table plus
the cushions were not yet so high as
one of our chuirs, and I was woefully
tired before the fbstivities were over.
When I was seated, a diminutive lady
dropped on her knees before me,
bowed till her forehead touched the
floor, and presented a cup of tea
(green it was), with no condiments.
For my amusement, until all had
arrived, those present played a game
after this fashion : One person called
the name of one of the company, and

giving no sign (they are so trained),
—but my name ceased to be called.

After all had assembled, there was
a short service of singing and pray-
ers. Then Muriyama San gave the
address of welcome. The appro-
priateness of my reply was some-
what doubtful, through my ignorance
as to what the welcomer had said.

Japanese etiquette presents some
difficulties- to foreigners, but the cus-
tom of taking relreshments home to
be eaten has its advantages. The
gentlemen waited upon the ladies
with tea, and cakes served on a clean
piece of wood wrapped in dainty
Japanese paper. The cakes were
made Qf bean paste, served in differ-
ent styles. One was like two pan-
cakes, having brown bean paste be-
tween ; one was a ball of paste cov-
ered in white candy, another with
brown. I tried manfully to par-
take, but, nevertheless. was glad to
be able to wrap up the cakes and
carry them home. secure in the
thought that no one would bhe of-
fended.

A short programme of Japanese
speeches and Chinese songs was fol-
lowed by another game. In this, a
ball of paper, wrapped in a furashiki

(the mnational shopping-bag), was
passed quickly from hand to hand
around the circle, while one in the
middle, blindfolded, sang ** Goro.
Goro, Goro.”” which means ‘ Zo
around.”’ The person who held the

ball when the singing stopped had to

contribute to the programmo A
lady. when caught. sang * God Save
the King "’ another acted the heo-

English,
One hoy

gar ; a third recited, in
““ Little Drops of Water.’

Afternoon Tea in Japan.
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final effort for my entertainment, ang

‘the guests departed, bowing lavishiy

and thanking me for coming umon;;

them. M F L.
Tokyo.

‘“ CANADA’S NATIONAL DESTINY.”

In the events and the
growing sentiment of the age, we fail
to find any justification for Mr. Jus-
tus Miller’'s recent prophecy that

trend of

Canada will eventually cut adrift
from the British Empire. While Can-
ada, strong in the vigor of her

youth, confident in the immense, al-
most unlimited potentialities of her
inherent wealth, may not submit to
the paternal meddlesomeness that
has, too often, in the past, charac-
terized the attitude of the mother
country, we believe her attuchment
to the land and the nace from whence
the Dbest of her population has
sprung, will grow sironger and more
genuine as time goes by.

The advantages of union with the
Empire will be apparent to any fair-
Iy close observer, who cannot fail to
notice the crippling expenditures on
armies and navies of the countries of
Furope, the suicidal restrictions on
trade that the nations of the world
foolishly impose on free and natural
commercial intercourse. ‘“ In union
there is strength.”’ The nations
that comprise the Kmpire can much
more  economically and efliciently
maintain the legitimate defence and
police surveillance that is required
by uniting their efforts. The ten-
dency, we beiieve, will be to moder-
ate tarifl restrictions within the Em-
pire, which anyone, not interested in
restricting trade, can see will be to
the mutual advantage of all parts
of the Empire participating.

If these considerations, and others
of a like nature, do not influence the
peoples and statesmen of the Empire
in holding the Kmpire together in
the future, we very much misjudge
the good sense of the peoples mak-
ing up the Brilish Empire.

J. D, TAYLOR.

WOOD ALCOHOL.

Among the list of casualties chron-
icled in the daily papers, there not
infrequently appears an account of a
person or persons heing poisoned by

wood alcohol To many people,
still, it is to be feared, the word
alcohol is only suggestive of spiritu-
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ous lquor in some form. We knew “
personally of a woman who was
about to mix up a hot drink of wood
alcohol for someone who had a cold,
and only found out in the mnick of L
time what she was ahout to do. No I
doubt many of the deaths from this g 1 Q(
cause recorded in the newspapers are W/ | t
due-to a similar ignorance. Since, I
then, the risk is one hard to be met, C
especially among people who seldom I
or never read—and there are many k
such—why not change the name com- ¢
pletely, eiving such substances as e
wood alcohol.  denatured alcohol, n
ete.. names that from the first shall S
stand for poisons that are not to be (
tampered with 2 The changing n
would he an insignificant matter, and p
if even one human life were saved t
thereby, it would be well worth :
1

while




