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June 5, 1919 THE FARMER’SBounded 1866 ADVOCATE 1095
Suggestions About Self-Feeders Ordinarily, however when oies are

For Hogs. rray’thhe 8e,f-fe«Jer’sh<>u!d not be used Sfôre the“p^ Docking Lambs.

mssMsm e^h§sshtsBsms^s--t)s~
«W£^ aTu'Ld* ÎTUnke’d'S eMo'rS?'"’ °! *• '"-he* S““ iffLltt *"d • »=,p knife cu. the UN from below up-

teSSlï'T'ft*"- a „ wardt.allowing knife to „fp between the ^gmenU of
ground feeds largely. Meals wdl not feed through a to feeding from a svIf/trllU ' if £rad"al,y accustomed vertebra at about the second joint from the junction
self-feeder nearly as well as whole grains, and some allows onlv a «rmii ede/ At first use a feeder that with the body. This method causes little or no shock
device is necessary that will serve as an agitat“ to £ at the «m °f T*’ / run down- ° ,thc lamb and the bone is not crushed as it is liable
prevent a bridge-like mass of meal forming over the as usual but in dfmVnul,’- 06 * ÂSy fro,m a 1trou8h to ** when c^lsfl and mallet are used. If bleeding
opening and preventing the hogs from getting at it week Pi s un tn thro» lnK Quantities, for about a continues a handful of flour or like material placed on
T^is has been largely overcome at Ottawa by modifying free from brePand on thkariÎnnfT'c? 3 ratl0n fair,y flot, W°U,nfd wdlveryof ten clot the blood and stop the
the control board, which regulates the amount of feed are no more desirable than a liff pasture °r roughage If bleeding is profuse a string might be tied
let down, so as to provide a hinged flap as indicated in unless under a nmlnn a 3 ^b-feeder up to this age, tighly above where the tail is to be severed. As a

,hL=ro,^r™.,^;:v^n;irL5,'> t Fîr ^^Æswsisssr; sssstjsî £«££?£ maas-E5ÊHEEE?BsF
enntrol board and flushing occ,ur: Maggots often appear on the rumps of lambs
it inward thus loosening the and where manure is caked. These pests cause
meal This mbt is most considerable loss and stop growth. In the case of small
meak I fus point is most J Iambs, often the manure cakes so hard that it is im-
împortant in the construction .................... possible for the bowels to act and death follows. Dock-
°f Mr^Rothweli rincent hi i‘ V a ^ mg is a sign of careful management. It makes the
to Mr. Roswell, wince the |x3 , animal more attractive and, therefore, easier to sell.
efficiency of this method i A buyer will not purchase the neglected flock until
depends entirely upon the 6Tk he has Purchased all the good quality lambs. All ewe
pigs having a supply of meal j 1 lambs should be docked because it makes breeding
or grain always available. „£>j * I , easier and does not waste thè strength of the ram. A

Any kind of feeder will ' h long tail obstructs and impedes during the breeding
he satisfactory where it is K) « H , / season."
to be used near the buildings 
so that it can be examined 
at least once each day.
Where it is to be used in 
the pasture field, however, 
and visited only when it 
needs refilling, it must be of 
such a type as to feed 
readily and constantly. The 
standard type of self-feeder 
as used at the Central Ex­
perimental Farm is about 6 
feet long, two feet eight 
inches wide and three feet 
high.
apply only to the feed bin, 
the peak of the roof being 
more than 3 feet from the 
bottom of the feeder and the 
troughs project out from the 
sides for varying distances.
Troughs 9 inches wide are 
very satisfactory for mature 
pigs, but smaller animals
need narrower troughs to prevent them getting inside four months equal parts of corn, shorts and oats, or 
and lying down, thus soiling the feed. An illustration barley, shorts and oats can be used. Barley is prac- 
of a completed feeder is also shown herewith, and it will tically equal to corn, although it is hardly as palatable, 
be seen that a feeder 6 feet long thus provides 12 feet At about five to six months the corn can be increased, 
of trough space. Half feeders can also be used for using a little tankage fed from a small compartment 
pen feeding. These can be. used for weaning litters and in the self-feeder unless skim-milk is used, 
need have no agitator, since some one is always around For market hogs from the age of months up 
every few' hours. The standard type as shown can be marketing age the self-feeder is difficult to beat. Tnere 
built at home for about $12. Matched lumber should is some doubt as to whether younger pigs on pasture 
be used for the inside at least. The third illustration will forage sufficiently if meal from a self-feeder is 
shows a larger type of feeder 12 feet long and having available in unlimited quantities, and experiments are 
four compartments, so that different kinds of feed to be conducted this summer to determine this point, 
may always be before the pigs. It is well to note also, As a general thing also, the self-feeder cannot be used
in the diagram and the 6-foot feeder, where the roof with best results on little pigs, sows with litters and Editor "The Farmer’s Advocate”: 
opens only on one side, that leaking at the joint is pregnant sows. In fact, when used with breeding I read your paper with a great deal of pleasure 
prevented by overlapping slightly, the lid being hinged stock of any kind, there is too great a tendency to put I was asked by a neighbor the other day what job I 
to blocks fastened to the stationary half of the roof. on fat with a self-feeder. Pigs will eat slightly more liked best on the farm, and I told him I liked them all 

Mr. Rothwell stated that excellent results were meal when hand fed than when on a self-feeder, but they fairly well, but the one I liked best was sitting with my 
secured from weaning pigs on the self-feeder last year. will get to market weight faster on the latter. "The feet in the oven reading “The Farmer’s Advocate.” 
Conditions were, however, particularly favorable to a self-feeder was primarily designed for feeding on pasture,” After being off the farm for about ten years I came
slow, gradual weaning, accomplished largely by the pigs said Mr. Rothwell, "but our experiments for the last back to the soil last fall. I bought a pure-bred bull and 
themselves after they were at least 5 weeks old. A three years with winter feeding show that there is heifer calf with which to build a herd of pure-bred stock, 
number of sows were housed in pens from which the even more of an advantage in using a self-feeder indoors.” They cost me about three times as much as scrub calves,
litters could escape to another compartment where self- _____________________ and a number of farmers though it was wasting money.
feeders were placed. If given skim-milk in addition If health, weather, and a hundred and one other things
to the meal there should be no check in growth, and the Buy a good pure-bred female and lay the foundation which we have to contend with, do not “buck" me too 
litters can be carried right along on the self-feeder. for a registered herd. much, I will show some of these careless, tumbledown
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i* V ,, 1 h.e, vag'na should 
be fully dilated,.the folds 
he solution brought into 
-. ls best introduced by 
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/! When docking the lambs the males to be kept for 
breeding purposes should be castrated. Far too many 
sheep owners neglect this and as a result suffer financial 
loss. All grades and scrub pure-bred male lambs should 
be altered. It is not good business to raise buck lambs 
to feed off and a scrub pure-bred should not be permitted 
to perpetuate his kind. In castrating it is a common 
practice to clip the end of the scrotum*and draw the 
testicles. By cutting the end of the scrotum it ensures a 
free opening at the bottom and avoids later trouble. 
It pays to castrate market Iambs. Messrs. Stansfield 
and Morton give the following reasons for castrating 
in the above mentioned pamphlet.

1. Castrated lambs are not as restless as ram lambs 
and attend to their business better which is getting 
fat and ready for the block.

2. Wethers are easier to fence and herd on the farm,
3. Wethers do not annoy the ewe and ewe lambs 

in the flock. The wether lambs can be left in the ewe 
flock without danger. Ram lambs must be separated 
or breeding will take place.

4. On the same feed and under the same conditions 
wethers will grow bigger and fatter than ram lambs.

5. If the market in the Fall drops and becomes dead, 
the wethers may be carried over but the ram lambs 
must be sold at any price.

6. Finally and most important, wethers sell at 
premium above ram lambs on the market.

With everything in favor of castrating the lambs 
destined to be fattened why is it that so little castrating 
is done in Ontario flocks? Think it over; there is usually 
a difference of several dollars a head in favor of altered 
lambs over bucks of the same age on our markets’and 
the reason is obvious.
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Diagram of Self-feeder Showing Two Arrangements of the 
Control of Feed Slide.
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A Four-compartment Self-feeder, with Twelve Feet Feeding Space to a Side.A Standard Six-foot One-compartment Self-feeder.

%

1

| m
"Mm

77

|

I!

m
■m

8

J8

is

if: III

:
I

et
6

l
1
6

h
|!

it ili
1

-
-
*

I
*

i
i
I

Z
J

r
I
I*-
7

note

CE


