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County councils each year waste much time strug
gling with the problems that are thus created. 
The provincial municipal department, which the 
Government has announced Its Intention of estab
lishing, should lose no time In taking action to 
ensure a greater uniformity of assessment In the 
different municipalities, not only of each county, 
but of the province at large.

In view of the important work this new deport
ment of the Government will 6e expected to con
duct the Government should understand that the 
province desires It to see that the most capable 
men possible

Provincial Municipal Affair*
HE Ontario Government has announced Its 

intention of establishing a Municipal Depart
ment under the direction of • Deputy Min

ister who, In many respects, Is to have the power 
of a Cabinet Minister. In fulfilling this pledge 
It Is to be hoped that the Ontario Government will 
recognise the wide field for service that lies before 
such a department, and that It will arrange to 
have the department so conducted that It will be 
of the greatest possible value to the hundreds of 
municipalities loth rural and urban In the pro-
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•nd Great R: are placed in, charge of Its admin

istration. The deputy minister should be a man 
who has had long municipal experience, and who 
has proved his ability as an administrator, lie 
should be capable, also, of developing the work of 
the department along broad linen. Too often there 

the part of the government to*

KMost people, and possibly the Government Itself, 
may not be aware that fully half the time of the 
Ontario Legislature and its numerous committees 
is occupied with the consideration of municipal 
affairs In one form or another. Much of the work 
now thrown on the legislature and Its committees 
to perform might be handled more advantageously 
and expeditiously by a municipal department of 
the Government, which would be In a position to 
gather and record data bearing on the Issues that 
are raised, and which the committees of the legis
lature seldom possess. Thus these matters would 
be dealt with more intelligently.

There are numeroua ways In which a provin
cial municipal department may be of great ser
vice to rural municipalities In Ontario. Numerous 
rural municipalities find It necessary to act aside 
sinking funds from year to year. The amounts 
thus set aside are small and, therefore, it is not 
easy to Invest them to advantage. Often they are 
simply deposited In a bank where they draw a low 
rate of Interest, 
bentures and often have to pay unduly high rates 
of Interest for the use of the money thus obtained. 
A capably managed Provincial Municipal Depart
ment could arrange with the Government to guar 
antee the municipal debentures, and to resell them 
to other municipalities having money to Invest In 
the form of their sinking funds. The savings that 
would thus be effected might not be popular with 
the banks and brokers, but would tend to save hun
dreds of thousands of dollar» to the rural munici
palities of Ontario, Inasmuch as those municipali
ties that are now receiving about three per cent, 
on their deposits might readily receive two and 
possibly three per cent, more, while other rural 
municipalities which are paying unduly high Inter 
est on the money they raise In the form of deben
tures might save at least one per cent In the
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Is a tendency 
place well-paid clerks In charge of Important de
partments. Such a mistake In 
this kind would be most unfortunate and unsatla-
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OUR GUARANTEE.
We guarantee that every advertiser In thle laeue 

Is reliable. Ve are able to do thle because the ed- 
vertising columns of Farm and Dairy are a» carefully 
edited ae the reading columns, and because to protect 
our readers, we turn away all unecrupuloue adver
tisers. Should any advertiser herein deal dishonestly 
with you as one of our pald-ln-advance subscribers, 
we will make good the amount of your lose, provided 
•uch transactor! occurs within one month from date 
of thle laeue, t.-at It la reported to ua within a week 
or its occurrence, and that we find the facte to br ae 
stated. It la a condition of thle contract that In writ- 
Ing to advertisers you state: "I eaw your advertise
ment In Farm end Dal

The Live Stock Outlook
(Nor1 West Parmer.)

w-« UROPE has now twenty-e slit million fewm 
K cattle, fifty-four million fower sheep and 

thirty-two million fewer hogs than she had 
at the banning of 1914. The longer the war 
luffs the more ranldly will the decrease In live 
stock occur. All the nations of the continent are 
roneumtng their breeding stock at an increasing 
rate as the months go on and even the herds and 
flocks of England are being reduced of national 
necessity, and the end Is not yet The world Is 
already many millions of head abort of normal 
holding» of cattle, sheep and ewtae, and will be 
short many millions more before peace Is made.

Succeeding the war, Europe will require breed
ing stock, cattie especially, and this continent Is 
the only source from which breeding cattle can 
be drawn. U Is not practicable to procure them 
anywhere else. 'This la the principal basis for 
expecting that Hve stock,price*, particularly cat
tle and «beep price*, will be maintained some
what near their present levels for tome time after

Besides reducing her live stock one hundred and 
fifteen million head In three years, Bumpe has 
added several million men to her meat-eating popu
lation. Many million men In the armies of Rus
sia, Italy, Austria, Germany and even France and 
Engfland are eating a meat ration to whom be
fore the war meat was a luxury and not » regu
lar part of the diet. They are going to be meat
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cur aubecrlbere, who are our frlende, through the 
medium of these columns: but we ehall not attempt 
to adjust trifling disputes between subscribers and 
honorable business men who advertise, nor pay the 
debts ef honest bankrupts
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"•Read not to contradict and to confute, n< 
believe end take for granted, but to weigh and 
elder."—Bacon.

Pensions for Soldiers
rp HE Canadian Council of Agriculture has re- 

! commended that the monthly pension pay
able to soldiers who have been totally dis

abled be Increased from $40 to $60. Concurrently 
with this recommendation of the Council of Agri
culture, news come* from Ottawa that the pen 
eion provisions are to be revised and altowarees 
Increased. Although the Increases have not been 
definitely decided upon, H Is to be hoped that 
they will approximate the $60 standard. A man 
Incapable of doing anything for himself could not 
possibly Mve on $40 a month, as he would not only 
have himself to provide for, but. In many cases, 
would have to pay someone to take care of him. 
Total disability consists In the loss of both legs, 
both arms or both eyes. Surely the man who has 
sacrifie ed so much Is worthy of a sufficient pen
sion from his country to ensure him against the 
additional privation of continual povert.

While endorsing any move that may be taken 
to increase the pensions of private soldiers, we 
must . xpreea our entire disapproval, however, of 
proponed Incre 
eloned officers. Already the epread between the 
penelons of the officer and the private Is too 
wide. We can understand why In a regular army 
the pensions of the officers would greatly exceed 
those of the private, but In a volunteer army, 
such aa ours, the private may have sacrificed 
more than the officer when he entered military 
life. He may be more highly educated and his 
prewar position more remunerative. On the 
basis of sacrifice, the officer and the private of a 
volunteer army are on the same plane, 
why the wide divergence In military pay and 
pensions to men of the two cl

Interest they pay.
time or another practically every muncl- 

pality In the province finda It necessary to build 
varioua forms of concrete bridges and culverts, 
lay drains and to experiment In the construction of 
different dusses of roads. A municipal depart
ment, through the employment ef capable engin
eers. would be In a position to advise the munici
palities as to the beet type of bridges to con
struct, their cost and longevity, and consult with 
them on the laying of drains. Thus It could save 

experimenting. If

$500.0from this time on, adding to the problem 
of finding meet supplies In the face of a world 
Shortage and ensuring that values will be main
tained. Cattle end sheep, considering these con
dition», ere not unreasonably high. Probably 
at their going prices they are as safe and wise 
an Investment as there Is. It does not seem that 
either could cheapen seriously for years.

them much costly and neeil
moderate charge might be made fornecessary a

such services which scarcely any municipality :Letwould object to paying. Farmer» who are planning to provide a supply 
of Ice for the hot days of next summer are al
ready beginning to build their Ice houses. There 
Is no better time to build ice houeea than In the 
fall. A very Inexpensive shelter for Ice mar be 
constructed by dlr-glng a pit and covering It *d*h 
a roof. Although such an lee house Is es-v to 
Ml. It le herd to empty. However. It has the ad
vantage of being very cheap,

Uniform Assessment» Needed
rpHB system of making municipal assessments 

I that Is followed In Ontario has long been «the 
subject of unfavorable criticism. Often II 

la so manifestly unfair as to amount to almost a 
public scandal. Some municipalities assesa both 
land and buildings at practically their full value. 
Others assess Improvements high and low. Still 
others assess both land and buildings at far below 
their real value. This condition makes the statis
tics relating to the value of rural and urban lande 
and Improvements, which the Qoremment pub
lishes each year, most unreliable. It Is unfair, 
also. In the matter of levying county rate».

In the pensions to commis-
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Mr. T. A. Crearer, president of the United 
Oreln Grower*. Limited, Is to enter the Dominion 
Cabinet His appointment Is a tribute to the pep 
■onal worth of Mr. Crearer; It Is also a recog
nition of the political power of the Grain Grow
ers’ Associations of the west
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