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FARM AND DAIRY
Provincial Municipal Affairs

HE Ontario has its

October 18, 1917,

County councils each year waste much time strug-
gling with the problems that are thus created.
The which the

of a Depart-

ment under the direction of & Deputy Min-

ister who, in many respects, is to have the power
of a Cabinet Minister. In fulfilling this pledge
it is to be hoped that the Ontario Government will
recognize the wide fleld for service that lies before

such a department, and that it will arrange to

have the department so conducted that it will be
of the greatest possible value to the hundreds of
municipalities loth rural and urban in the pro-
vince.

Most people, and possibly the Government itself,
may not be aware that fully half the time of the
Ontario L and its
is with the

has d its of estab-
lshing, should lose no time in taking action to
ensure &' greater uniformity of assessment in the
different municipalities, not only of each county,
but of the province at large.

In view of the important work this new depart-
ment of the Government will be expected to con-
duct the Government should understand that the
province desires it to see that the most capable
men possible are placed in charge of its admin-
istration. The deputy minister should be a man
who has had long municipal experience, and who
has proved his ability as an administrator. e
should be capable, also, of developing the work of
the along broad lines. Too often there

of

affairs in one form or another. Much of the work
now thrown on the legislature and its committees
to perform might be handled more Mnnluwully
and by a

the Government, which would be in a position w
gather and record data bearing on the Issues that
are raised, and which the committees of the legis-
lature seldom possess. Thus these matters would
be dealt with more intelligently.

There are numerous ways in which a provin-
cial municipal department may be of great ser-
vice to rural ies in Ontarlo.
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Pennons for Soldiers

HE Canadian Council of Agriculture has re-
commended that the monthly pension pay-
able to soldiers who have been totally dis-
abled be increased from $40 to $60. Concurrently
‘with this recommendation of the Council of Agri-
culture, news comes from Ottawa that the pen-
slon provisions are to be revised and allowarces
increased. Although the increases have not been
definitely decided upon, it is to be hoped that
they will approximate the $60 standard. A man
incapable of doing anything for himself could not
passibly Mve on $40 a month, as he would not only
bave himself to provide for, but, In many cases,
would have to pay someone to take care of him.
Total disability consists in the Joss of both legs,
both arms or both eyes. Surely the man who has
sacrificed so much s worthy of a sufficient pen-
elon from his country to ensure him against the

additional privation of continual povert;

While endorsing any move that may be taken
to increase the pensions of private soldiers, we
must ;lpl’('!l our entire disapproval, however, of

in the pe to commis-
sloned officers. Already the spread between the
pensions of the officer and the private is too
wide. We can understand why in a regular army
the pensions of the officers would greatly exceed
those of the private, but in a volunteer army,
such as ours, the private may have sacrificed
more than the officer when he entered military
lite. He may be more highly educated and his
prewar position more remunerative. On the
basis of sacrifice, the officer and the private of a
voluntéer army are on the same plane. Then
why the wide divergened in military pay and
pensions to men of the two classes?

sinking funds from year to year. The amounts
thus set aside are small and, therefore, it is not
casy to invest them to advantage. Often they are
simply deposited in a bank where they draw a low
rate of interest. Other municipalities issue de-
bentures and often have to pay unduly high rates
of interest for the use of the money thus obtained.
A capably managed Provincial Municipal Depart-
ment could arrange with the Government to guar-
antee the municipal debentures, and to resell them
to vther municipalities having money to invest in
the form of their sinking funds. The savings that
would thus be effected might not be popular «ith
the banks and brokers, but would tend to save hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars to the rural municl-
palities of Ontario, inasmuch as those municipall-
ties that are now receiving about three per cent,
on their deposits might readily receive two and
possibly three per cent. more, while other rural
municipalities which are paying unduly high inter-
est on the money they raise in the form of deben-
tures might save at least one per cent in the
interest they pay.

At one time or another practically every muncl-
pality in the province finds it necessary to bulld
various forms of concrete bridges and culverts,
lay drains and to experiment in the construction of
different classes of roads. A municipal depart-
ment, through the employment of capable engin-
eers, would be in a position to advise the municl-
palities as to the best type of bridges to com
struct, their cost and longevity, and consult with
them on the laying of drains. Thus it could save

is & tendency on the part of the government o
place well-paid clerkw in charge of important do-
partments. Such a mistake in an appointment of
this kind would be most unfortunate and uasatis-
factory to the province.

The Live Stock Outlook
(Nor' West Farmer.)

UROPE has now twenty-e'ght million fewer
eattle, fiftyfour million fewer sheep and
thirty4wo million fewer hogs than she had

at the beginning of 1914. The longer the war
lasts the more ranidly will the decrease in live
stock otcur. All the nations of the continent are
consuming their breeding stock at an increasing
rate as the months go on and even the herds and
flocks of England are being reduced of natienal
necessity, and the end i& not yet. The world is
alrendy many millions of head short of normal
holdings of cattlé, sheep and swine, and will be
short many millions more before peace is made.
Succeeding the war, Europe will require breed-
ing stock, cattle especlally, and this continent is
the only source from which breeding cattie can
be drawn. K is not practicable to procure them
anywhere else. This is the principal basis for
expecting that lve stock pricus, particularly cat-
tle and sheep prices, will be maintained some-

what near their present levels for some time after’

the war.

Besides reducing her live stock one hundred and
fifteen million head in three years, Europe has
added several million men to her meat-eating popu-
lation. Many million men in the armies of Rus-
#fa, Italy, Austria, Germany and even France and
England are eating a meat ration to whom be
fore the war meat was a luxury and not a regu-
lar part of the diet. They are going to be meat
eaters from this time on, adding to the problem
of finding meat suppMes in the face of a world
shortage and ensuring that values will be mmin-
tained. Cattle and sheep, considering these con-
ditions, are not unreasonably high. Probably
at their going prices they are as safe and wise
as there is. It does not seem that

them much costly and Al it
necessary a moderate charge might be made for
such services which scarcely any municipality
would object to paying.

Uniform Assessments Needed

HE system of making municipal assessments
that Is followed In Ontario has long beendhe
subject of unfavorable criticism. Often it

is 5o manifestly unfair as to amount to almost a
public scandal, Some municipalities assess both
land and bulldings at practically their full value.
Others assess improvements high and low. Still
others assess both land and buildings at far below
their real value. This condition makes the statis-
tics relating to the value of rural and urban lands.

“Ih*‘»,¢m ~county  rates.

an
either could cheapen seriously for years.

Farmers who are planning to provide a sapply
of fee for the hot days of mext summer are al-
ready beginning to build thelr lce houses, There
18 no better time to bulld ice houses than in the
fall. A very Inexnensive shelter for fee may be
constructed by digging a pit and covering it wi'h
a roof. Although such an fee house is easy to
£, it is hord to empty. However, it has the ad-
vantage of being very cheap,

Mr. T. A. Crearer, president of the United

rain Growers Limited, is to enter the Dominion
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