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"1 s’pose you’ll want o: abm 
here,” said the carpenter, - !CatZ 
a place in the wall where lit ^ 
room joined the old house.

rer mornin’, an’ we'll go right at it, "No-sir-ee,” answered M lu0| I i
an’ hustle it alonir to beat the band, kins, very decidedly. “Th. woi\| I '**
You see. I'm afraid stormy weather be any dour o’ that kind in t x ~ i
might set in before it was done," and >°u ^e, Stic,” conhdei
Mr. Tompkins looked at Silas Pende- don't want to make it too : ndy |g
grass with a queer sort of a grin in —for folks in the other p.i o' u,
his face, and th- n he winked at him house. If theer was a doui
mysteriously. The carpenter ' 'ked 1 wouldn’t feel so—so—wel 3
at Mr. Tompkins in a nuzzled way for we say so safe as 1 woule. ,i titR
a moment, then a look of comprehen- wan’t any. That is,” expl j ,\|. 
sion stole -lowly over his countenance, Tompkins, “1 wouldn’t I 
and he grinned much by myself, you know.

“What under the sun have you and "Yes. I see,’ answered M I’ende 
the carpenter been putting your heads "ras' wllh * lrrJn.^batk t0 ' !hf * 
together about?” asked Marv of her fully appreciated the hum of » 
father, when Mr. Pendegras had situation. “Your idee s su.' lk;i 
taken his departure. hne fence between pro, -v ^

Mr. Tompkins took the girls into s,<£* m|nc: lh“‘ *>de s you 
his confidence. “I’m goin’ to do “That s the idee, exactly. ,udIfe 
somethin’ that mebby you’ll think is Tomplun*.

» | i HE entire Tompkins family had “You needn’t fret about my mussin’ rather rash,” he said, “but Im goin’ So it came about that v "10»
I gathered on the "front stoop.” up the settin’ room,’ said Mr. Tomp- to do it all the same. I’ve been turn- “>rl 5°®m' as lht' lf,.rls hll<1 v0t W
* Something unusual was about to kins gruffly : I’d a good deal rather Pd out o’ house an’ home, as you the habit of calling it, wa- provide

take place. Mrs. Tompkins was set- set in the barn, any day.” might say. You know as much about Wllb *}° means of communicate
ting forth on a visit to Sister Mandy, "I'd ruther vou would.” said Mrs. that as I do. so there ain’t no use in Wltb the rest of the house, save h
who lived “down in Pennsylvania.” Tompkins. “That is. if you re goin’ talkin’ about it. But I’ve made up my waJ’ tbc porcbl ,
This visit had been hanging fire for to smoke, an’ scratch the varnish mind to make me a place of my own, Work was rushed on the n ditu*

Tompkins had talked 0ff’n the floor with your old shoes, that I can’t be drove out of. I’m because Mr. lompkins felt .hat k
as regularly as fall an‘ get the sofy cushions soiled by goin’ to build me a room on the north w"e might appear at any

came, ever since the youngest of the lavin’ on ’em. You men folks hain't side o’ the house—a good, big room J*° wccks ,rom the beginning of,
family could remember, but she never no jdpp how much work vou make o’ mv ow n. I reckon your mother thc room was ncar,y rea<1> lur «a
r MÎ«Ji s ’™~d ,he ,av 1 "* ,°oli,h- “ch;idish' °“So,d l0„ ,hc ,5!
thr lonit-l.tlk,-d of. long-deferred visit -------TZ--------Z--------------------------rt„,sacked, and furniture Hut i,
would never be made, lful fhts fall g. '">* been dts.arded was
she had announced that she “was '• ««S
really and much »"*•

Tompkinses.

confidently expected that mo^èn'nti?‘in*?!.?0”^

ahe would change he, mmd at the las. JlTS T \ B"*J H’ ’ .£»■ had a corner jll to ItJeU, where. J,
moment, hot in .hi, they were to be f P^B, ~ iffP— \ iSUta^ta* “d.,'’î'.nk ■
disappointed, it aeemed, lor her su,. \ F ^B* ï‘- ' X-«1 •» Ih. Kw. # went » Msl.n, ,«•,
case packed with the various \ JvlH d9 ,.rls ,? as. ",
that would be necessary durin- her newed you,b On the other

at Sister Mandv’s, was standing MQHflBK* TWtf WïjM was,a k>u.n»e th.atkh.udgdnn<; V,M
on the steps, and she arrayed in her 1,00,1 serv,cv1and bad'“ l™, 0
new black alpaca, and the hat that !»apv more, because it had been tui
had been “made over” from last m the days when things were m*
year’s one. and looked “just as good ?" honor’ ,The gtrls recover^
as new,” as she declared, was wait “Just ou the Side” ut e Fenners’ Institute Picnic *,,h a coverlet that Cit.indmo*
m',!°kc “L-SS:.dnve “°',nd ïïsjrsm

“Now. girls, you be careful and not 'he farm of Mr T tirwham. of Smith Towimhlp. attractive piece of furniture, buta
let the ««m’ room get all dirt from Mr Tompkins did not think it if she knew. I’ve thought o’ doin’ fort* Mr." Tompkins declared, "

“.»• iïï'Æirsrs sstvstwrsïa;ï5the men folks to want to> set; *r0“"d mainder of the trip was made in si- now. anv o’ your fancy sofyi ushions”
there, as soon s I m out o' «ffm- lence. But he was thinking seriously "Now I’m goin’ ahead with my When everything was in plact.f 
don t you let en» do it. /dtb®r all the tim. Fortunately—for him— idee. But don't you let on to your owncr 0f ,he roo
would smoke there if he had his way hjg wjfp did not know what he was mother about it, if you write to her, new possessions
about it. But_ don t you hear to it. thinkjnK about jf shc had—! fer that’d upset all my calculations, faction.

y . „L!hT al„rwLdr d Uk «ilU noticed that he went around mr ». I don't feel a, if I waa to grlhn, delightedly. "Jn„ what I
“ M^?r^m!*d,Svàkis sas ïï.r“

Sfc'.TJïïüsfiSJSa s» *"• “vu ha"*h,,u
^'"ofart,: f;,}>!'» »» “ »• ""d '”k °b- for &."***' * ^ ”* 'SSl

“I'dhï™i“fT«hT^.mï,«ÏS: T SL,,

stay Quite a spell. But there aint „h |oi|ks „ if h, mlgh| be think- ed, if 1 were in yonr pince You have his pipe from the jar of t. ham
S’- .."Z'S1,™ hLk m less'n I"» of putting on an addition," re- a right to make vouraelf comfortable he had installed on the mantel,
It into my head to come back in le,a n ^ ' « ,, ^ „ ,f,„ working as hard an you have." lit it with a real from the fire as
. »“k. »■' y°u .*k'Z* mother uu, such an idea in hia head. "I'm glad you look at it in that hearth Then he set *»,, ,n the
house just as / do when In to do vouwav." said Mr. Tompkins. "It shows rocker to enjoy the fruits of hill 
borne “No, I don’t,” answered Mary, very you're sensible. But—what do you ors, while the boys and kiris W

"I’d like to know if you're goin to positiv,.|x “if she’d planned any- s’pose she’d say. if she knew?” on and shared in his enji ment
talk so long you’ll get left, sang out ,hin„ of tbat kind, she’d be here to "I don’t know what she’d say.” an- ready the place had the -rue ba
Mr. Tompkins, who had driven sec to it herself.” swered Marv. "but I do know what feeling about it, Mary <-id, «
around to the gate shortly after she Tha, afternoon Mr. Tompkins she'd do—she’d take the first train thought about the parlor m the*
had begun her parting advice to the “hitched up” and drove to the village for home.” Part of the house, with v sepua
girls. “We hain’t got any too much an(j ramr bark with the local carpen- On the morrow building operations gloom ®nd chill, 
time to catch the train. ter. began, and went forward rapidly. There was a step on tl portli

Mrs. Tompkins responded that she Tho two men looked the north side As the addition grew towards com- then tlm door swung < ! en uM
was ready and had been waiting for 0f |hr house over, and Mr. Tompkins nletion. Mr. Tompkins felt his dread mon musty and Mrs. Ton *mi «
him for “quite a spell.’ Then she drpw a rou^h sketch on a niece of of his wife's disapproval growing less on the threshold,
climbed into the wagon and settled board, and explained it to the car- and less. His sense of self-govern- The boys and girls loo' dtroa 
herself in the seat. penter who sat down and made some ment and individuality. Ion" repress- *° their father with almo fnjtra

“Now. girls, vou mind what I told mathematical calculations, which were ed began to reassert itself. faces They anticipated batik I
you about the settin'-room,” she call- submitted to the other The time came when it was neces- al. But Mr. Tompkins hougt
ed back, as they drove off depot- “That’s what it will cost you,” said sarv to locate the doors of the addi- Prised at his wife s un pwttt

lion. (Continure on P" >5'

“All right—go ahead,” said Mr. 
Tompkins, after looking the figures 
over. “I’ll have some of the lum­
ber on hand bright an' earlv to-mor-
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Mr. Tompkins’ Opportunity
By EBEN E. REX FORD
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