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barons, as we call them, or the
men who have cut down our great
forests, marketing only the best,
and wasting quite as much of the
tree as they marketed, besides
leaving the tops to be dreid by
the sun and thus become a source
of great fires that swept over
miles and sometimes scores of
miles of territory.

He forgets that in his own way
the average farmer has wasted,
and is wasting values quite as
great, and often much greater,
than the values that have been
wasted by the men who have
stripped away our forests

We do not know much about
mining coal, but a little investi-
gation will show that in times
past about one-third of it has
been uselessly wasted in its min-
ing We censure the coal
miners; but we do not censure
ourselves for wasting, through
bad rations and bad methods of
feeding, one-third of the nutritive
matter of our crops, the crops we
grew with sc much toil and ex
pense.

When we come to examine our
selves and sit in judgment of our-
selves as a nation, we will come
to see that for thirty years we
have been mining our soil and
selling 1t to the cities and foreign
nations at barely the labbr cost,
and sometimes at less than that
cost. We came into this country,
a country rich beyond the dreams
of avarice, and cut and slashed
in the forests, in the mines and
in the soils, foolishly imagining
that forests would grow abou*
fast as they were cut; that there
was coal enough to last ages on
; and, worse still, imagining
that our lands themselves were of
inexhaustible fertility ; that is was
useless to look after the interests
of posterity. In fact, we have
often heard the remark, when we
protested against this: “What
has posterity done for me?” The
argument was, first, “The land is
inexhaustible,” and, second, “If
it is not exhaustible, that is not
my look out. I must look out
for myself ; posterity can look out
for itself.”

1S

age

Candidly, we believe the farmer
has been the greatest waster of
the bunch; and the energetic
farmer a greater waster than the
lazy one. He is the older brother
of the lazy man. The greater
the improvements in our machin-
ery, the greater has been our
ability to waste; for the man with
a gang plow and binder can act-
ually do more wasting in one
year than his grandfather, with
the old wooden moldboard plow,
the cradle and the sickle, could
do in half a lifetime.

Joth the woodsman, the coal
miner and the farmer have been
selling the resources of the
country at less than the cost of
production; and this sacrifice of
recources has gone on until in
almost every direction we can see
a coming scarcity. The great
cities of the world and of our own
country have had the benefit of
these products furnished for the
market at less than the cost of

production; and they, too, have
believed that this was to go on for
ever.

In the last five years or more
we have been brought up with a
sharp turn, brought up to the
snubbing post, so to speak. The
cities are inquiring: What is the
matter? and chiding the farmer
for not growing more grain,
I'hey will have to realize from
this time on that the days of
cheap coal, of cheap lumber, and
especially cheap food, are past.
There is little more new land to
be possessed. The addition of
virgin acres has done little more
than balance the decline in fer-
tility of the older acres. We are
“up against it.” We are at the
end of our tether; and henceforth
the city must figure on paying
more for food supplies than they
ever paid before, to the relief of
farmers in the older states, who
have been almost crushed by the
competition we have been able to
make by selling farm products at
less than they cost us to produce
them.

In other words, because of this
wastefulness in the past, we are
no longer able to furnish bread
and meats at the old prices.
Where the farmer has maintained
the fertility of his soil and can
grow more than average crops,
and particularly where he can
grow more than twice the average
crop of any one thing, he is mak
ing money. And why should he
not? The lumberman who had
his forests yet uncut, or who was
able to cut them so as to have a
perpetual crop, instead of one
crop which it took a century to
grow, would be making money,
too, and for the same reason.

Many farmers have been
laughed at for the past twenty
years because they took pains to
maintain the fertility of their
soils, These farmers are getting
their reward. Farmers who have
wasted their soil, however, who
have allowed it to actually decline
in fertility and to get out of
physical condition for lack of a
supply of vegetable matter, find
themselves sorely handicapped in
this work of restoring the fertility
of a worn out farm. And why
not? We can not go on indefi-
nitely wasting the resources of
the soil, of the mine and of the
forest, without having to pay for
it sooner or later.

It is a shame that there has been
all this terrific waste in the past;
but human nature being what it
is, we could not expect anything
very different. The point now
is to economize, to stop this
wasting, consider the farm as a
factory that should be run eco-
nomically, wisely, skilfully, with
the end in view of growing annual
crops of the greatest magnitude
possible, and still maintaining
the efficiency of the factory—in
other words, the fertility of the
soil.

Put those few extra shingles on
now. The roofs will leak next
spring if you don’t.  You can't do
it after the snow comes,
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Writes one man in North Dakota. That is exactly
what they are intended to do and are doing in hundreds of
cases where
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are being used in rough land. And to save shares means
to save money and time. Hence the J. I. CASE is the
cheapest Engine Gang to buy, regardless of first cost.

Another exclusive J. I. CASE feature is the Hinged
Beam —see picture above. It makes all bolts easy to get
at when replacing dull shares and changing bottoms.
Change can be made much quicker and with less trouble
than on other makes, where you have to stand almost on
your head in order to get at the bolts.

For other points of advantage, write us for descrip-
tive matter. Our new 1912 catalogue will soon be ready
for mailing.
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