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** He was a burning and a shixixg light, axd yb
were willing, for a season, to ilejoice in uis
LIGHT."

—

John v., 35.

T.HIS statement was made by the Son of God
respecting Jolni the Baptist, who was promised and
sent as " the Messenger" of the Messiah, " to prepare

the way before him." John had now probably finished

his course, and his day was ended. He had been a
faithful servant, and sealed his ministry with his blood,

for he died a martyr's death. And he to whom he had

borne witness now bears an honourable testimony in

return, describing him, as to his character and office,

as " a burning and a shining light."

It is always pleasing to hear the testimony of a mas-
ter to the worth of a departed servant; but far more
interesting is it to conterr "'-te the character given,

and the approbation manifc ,t'3d by the Saviour of the

world to his beloved ministers. And what an enviable

monument is here raised by the Saviour to the memor"
of John the Baptist! What an appropriate and ex-

pressive epitaph is the text to record the excellence of

a departed Servant of Gqd, both to those who had

valued, and to those that had not improved his faith-

ful ministry ! " He was a burning and a shining light."


