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wo can oecompll»h Httlo roornl Kood. Tho vitulforco will bo ro«trict«d,

and nioro outward formH will fail to Hupply tlie want. It >';
»V«' ^l;"®/^

that Christ iti tho only uourco of nanlon,—Htill truo that tho llolySplrif

iH tho ottlcloiit agent of tho now birth,—Htill truo that ftiith irt the osHOtf-'

tial condition on which Gotl has proraiscil to work in uh and by hh,—

and Htill truo that all tho outward oi-dinamcs of tho Church arc ho many

channolrt for tho communicutiou of Divino grace, or wtniany nican^ for

promoting vital union and communion with ClnMbt, hut which by Ihom-

Bolvos, umlttondcd \fy tho Spirit'n power," aro inoperative t«) Hulvation.

Wo aro Homowhat in danger of myatifying or ignoring these funda-

moiitul (rutjiH. There IH a tendency aiuongHt u.i to relapHo into tho
,

Btiporslition of tho darker agon. Tho " revival of catholic doctrine, and
;

of "prinutive uh:(1;o,"—of Which ho much huH latterly been naid, ; f;

and in which I uiifciijnedly rejoico,— Im too much allied witli the dognuw •

and relics of u coi,7iii)t Imuich'of the universal Church. It \- foreign to. .

my purpose to distJUHs any of tho i)IiaHes of the great vilualiHtic coixfro-.

voi-ny which is now agitating tho public mind. In many vePpectH it is •

a controversy produclivo' of untold mischief, in others *)f inthklcuhibid

gootl. . .... . . But apart altogether from lliis, I di/ insist >

thatfuith inChriBt,asalivlng,all-sutncient Saviour, and obedience tollis

kw, as tho outward ovidencc of iiiith, are the prinio re«l»isites ol a holy •

heart and a iiwcfiil life; and tbtit in tho almonce , of thcsrf no gorgeous* .

decoration of clrtirche<i, no punctilious observau# of religious cero- "

mcftiiat, no moUifluoas strains of n^u^iic, iio»neird\*ncrationior the past,

• no scUklonying /.oal, and no disjntcrost(Ml eilbrt, will cvojl- avail cither to .

our own salvation, or to the nionil relorntatiovt of tldf Avorld. Ihero
^

must bo a divino life within us. That, life can be roaliz^vland su^tainod>,

only by faith in Chvist, under the operation of His Si4tit, and througlv

the ordinances of His Word ; antl in the;;o days of doubt, of corillict, of

error, of change, we need as specially applit-able to the world's necossi-

tlc.4j rtot aretigion of empty plat itinle.!,ol* Of incongiuous dogmas, or ot

rigorous exactions, or of sickly Kontimcntality, but, a religion of know-

ledge, of faith, ot.lovo, of power, which sympathises in every sorrow,

and provides for every want, and whlch'ficcures for ovciy sinner a frco,

a full, an eternal wilvation. Any other religion is untrue to tho (iospol,

and unsuited to tho ago ; With this# to nprvo our courage and inspire our

Slans, wo may/iovolutioniKO the Church, and turn the world upsido ,

own. _

The struggle was now about to open for which the preparation had

begun. There wore as yet no outward symptoms of tho gathering

storm. A delusive calm was resting oil tho Chureli, as when to the

casual observer VesmWs is sleeping. It is characteristic of tho Divino

Government to preiM-o for greatevents by silent means.. The Refor-

mation in its ultimate issues resulted from various causes. Some of

theso were indopo'ndeni of Luther, and inde|)cndent of each other,—-wero

asmuch literary and political as ecclosia.stical and religious ; but in the .

process oi their dovolopipmont, Luther became the agent in4lie hands of

Heaven to influence attd direct. His own preparation was iihpercep-

tiblo and slow, i^aitockd first his personal experience ; it related next
^

to his public position. \By the agency of the truth his mind had boon

enlightened and renewed; by startling expositions of that truth ho was

now to influence the minds of others. Having served his novitiate," ho

was admitted in duo forni to tho full order of tho priesthood. It was a
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