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" Sifit ilum a iii.iii ililiniMii iii l)ii<>iiii.«i> ' Hi shall stand before

kitif ; lie ^lull 111)1 ->tiiiul l)cioi< I'liiiiiiKiii nifii,' T'li- iiiuii \\<e

'^pcak 1)1 to iil^lil A'as triilx a man (liliKt'Ht in bu^inv^!*, in tlii.-

Joiiiuin ot' niuthtniatlcs ; lit; lalioml H>si>.lui>ll»ly ; lie still|iKlt'<l

lii>)ily anil attaiiu-il a pitLiiiinclU't that placcil him aniuii>: the

lilo-.t Ijilleil nitii of ihii earth, lie, iinleiil, literally sttiOil iml

Miily hefoie kiii^i hilt aNo i|ueen!«. ami tiiat \va<i more than th«

wise man thought of, for he wa> kiii>;hicil hv his sovertinn

Ijneirii Anno. Hut his real patent ol nuliitity came from no

earthly liaml ; it came from a hinlar MMirce, which saiil -

-

" HflioUl 1 have Miit thee fo ih tnorial man to teai-h the world

the ^e^i^N ol iii\ |)U\-(ical contiul ol the iiniver>e ; to invc>ti>;ale

the law.H liy which tliL noMitui.eiit of all lhe>e oihsisoii my
>honUler> ; to piochiim llu-c tinivei:>al laws of matter that

govern a myriad hla/.inK throiie>, com]'elliiig them to levef-nce

the piinciples of uraviiation and mechanics, and to kee,. as

rigidly their bt-hest* thronghont all the ages from long before

that time when the earliest astronomer >;a/ed at them from the

rude oli>ervati)r\ (t a hilltop. 1 endow thee with the iicrception

tirsl to see the irnth, and tlieii tu prove the truth, and last of all

to ]iroclaim the trnth that all the.se battalions of remote and

shining hosts are l)oiiiid by the chains of the same adamantine

regularity that rules onr globe." Ves, Isaac Newton not only

stood before those who were kings of this earth in the common

seii.se, bnt he stoixl among the k.ngs of intellect, who had been

tonched !>>• the divine alllatns of scieiitiuc discovery, and who

loyally acknowledged his snpreniacv. And in speaking of New-

ton's preeminence I cannot forebear placing before > on Dry den's

epigram on Milton.

'* Tlirfe poi-l'i, ill ilirtfi' iii.,t.uii a^;t's Imrii,

(jrt-ece, Il.ilv ;iii(i I ii^Iaiitl liitl .ulntn.

The lirst in l<irtiin-»s nf tlH>iij;lil surpasicil :

Tlie iicM i:: maj^.^l>•, in li-iili tlie last.

i'tic force 111 nEiliirt- cciilil mi liirtlier i;o

Til make llic lliiril, .slif jomeil ihi' nthcr l"ii

Hut why should Drydeu ir. exalting Milton disparage Homer


