
Southern Africa were accomplices of the
regimes and therefore contributed`to the
denial of human rights. There was no
agreement, however, as to what activities
constituted assistance and how such ac-
tivities contributed to the denial of human
rights. A special rapporteur was appointed
to evaluate, as a matter of urgency, the
importance and source of political, mili-
tary, economic and other 'assistance given
by certain states and the direct or indirect
effects of such assistance. The Third Com-

mittee had before it this year an interim
report of the rapporteur. While not con-

testing the facts presented in the report,
Canada took issue with it on two funda-
mental points. First, the report assumed
that all links with such regimes, even
normal diplomatic and commercial rela-
tions, constituted assistance. Secondly, the
report limited itself to establishing that
such links existed, without attempting to
establish whether they contributed to the
denial of human rights. Canada therefore
abstained on this resolution.

Since the 1973 overthrow of the
Allende Government, Chile has been a
centre of concern at the United Nations.
At the thirty-first session, the mandate of

the Ad Hoc Working Group, established in
1975 to investigate human rights in that
country, was once again extended, in the
hope that an agreement -permitting an

inspection -visit could be reached with the

Government of Chile.
Although the Third Committee saw

little of the controversy of the previous
session, movement on most human rights
issues remained minimal. The central
problem in dealing with social and human-
itarian issues is the absence of a common
philosophical ground of agreement on
which to base resolutions. Western coun-
tries, with long and established traditions
of liberalism, promote conceptions of civil
and political rights that stress individ-
ualism and freedom from extraneous con-
straints. The non-aligned states, whose
solidarity became a political reality in the
Third Committee at the thirty-first session,
tend to emphasize the economic rights' of
underdeveloped countries and the social
rights of peoples or groups. A Swedish
draft resolution on political prisoners, for
example, represented a genuine Western
attempt to meet the concerns of a major-
ity of states, but it posed obvious embar-
rassments to many countries in which
collective concern for economic develop-
ment is greater than respect for those civil
and political rights that are fundamental
to Western societies. Given the prepon-
derant influence of the non-aligned, it will
henceforth be necessary to combine West-
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ern and Third World views of
rights into a: consistent and ae
basis for future resolutions and a
we are to avoid the situation of nea

lock in the Declaration on ^ .PIa^ g R p^m^
Intolerance, which has been in F>,
system since 1962 with no sign

ï:
`Tfzéj

nearing completion. Fer and
ycret

Administrative questions f
The scale of assessment was ona^ Pc-',
most important and difficult iter^,^, acâ
the Assembly's Administration k' rt PT
get (Fifth) Committee. The scale[tl,e rhi
recommended by the Committee or pI^
tributions, apportions a share of e4sioi
Nations expenses to each meml^eva; v
cording to a complicated formul^fèr sÙin
incorporates several criteria, 'th^e ^
national income. In normal circum; ^Onsea
the scale is revised every three yea-`'t of4
inevitable problem of comparabiliridatiô:
timeliness of statistics has rende::
Committee's task a difficult ooal qû
recent international monetary 3e deb;
ances and economic instabili^ = ÿ_ frrs
added to its complexity. At the ^t Gei
first session, for example, a nu^stage
states whose national income fitled
cently risen dramatically from ' nonu
oil revenues were opposed to the `tions^
the proposed increases in theit ` Sp
ments. Many other countries, *ber

I
Canada, supported the Committ,eiairs a:
posed revision. In the end, late^riÿ; ^
session, the Assembly adopted f^néral
scale by consensus for a one-yearititléd
during which a study of criteria of' venti;
ment would be made and the ul, the a
level of assessment (for those ur,. Gen

with the lowest "capacity tA pport; j

currently . 02 per cent of the UN éstion

would be reduced to .01 pei the S
é for:Canada's interim assessment,

f Lblishi'resolution of the lamer questions
regarding a new triennial sca
dropped from 3.05 per cent to 2;

cent, though Canada will re

tinhi

cons
itive ^

ninth-largest contributor to 6 the

budget. tïee o

A second important issue ^??n 1^
space. In 1975 the Government of pcoIIéer
offered to provide office, accomm1elT°
to the United Nations in the Dor^-réac
Centre in Vienna, planned for com^e^

in 1978-79 at a total cost to the r'thoc d

Government of $700 million. Then tak

had first been planned to ho ate i.
United Nations Industrial Devele: a^ jt
Organization and the International

con

Energy Agency, both of which 1, ^1e
ready located in Vienna in t0l-use
headquarters. The latest

Aust4k the

was made following the discove!e viN


