€ 2,055

The detall of Unit Costs 1z glven delowe In the food list there are
vory few ingreases during the year, except Iin the case of meats vhish show a sharp ad~
vance. These prices show a lack of uniformity between the various toms, Evon ade
Jacent towne, such as Brush snd Ft. Morgan often show a marked divergence in the retall
prices of the same comodity. The gemeral trend of grooery prices in lLovell are con-
siderably higher than in Missoula and Billingo for the same cammedities. Thore are
four grocery stores in Lovell, dut the campotitive spirit seems to be lacking, There
is only one shop in which meats are sold, dut tho meat prices seam very falr,

Clothing prices show the sharpest advance of any of the family com-
moditiess Ouwr ostimate iz quite imcomplete on this 1item, but it has boen caleulated
on the same basle as was used last year, and the data are strictly comparablo.. Ve
found prices very unstable and much at variance between competing retailers in the
same town, The ressom given for this was the comstantly advancing market and its
bearing upon stogks or hand, It was the penmeral lmpression that the adwvance is so
far only begun, and that, especially, suits of clothes and overcoats will soom ade
vance to wnhecrdi-of prices. Ve were told on several occasions that 75,00 will baxy
only an ovarcoat of mediwm quality befors the caming winter is over, There is a
general bitterncss among dealers against the so-galled "Overall Trust." The standard
bib-overall has showvn perhaps the greatost poreontage advance in wholesale price of
any of the standard comodities a woriman must purchase. Within the past two years,
the wholesale price has advanced from $9.00 per dozen pairs,delivered, to 36,00 par
dozen pairs F. 0, 3. Factory. Vhen dealers re-stock at this price, it will be neo~
essary to retail them at $4.00 per pair. There 1s 2 tendency ameng workmen to pur-
chase clothing of inforior quality as pricos advance, the poorer quality garments
giving necossarily shorter service. The olothing estimate, oven with the arbitrary
addition referred to above, seems entirely too conservative.

The data we have gathered on Fent, fuel, light, etc., vhen compared
with the duta of a year ago, oreate a false improssion. Soveral of the towms show
deoreazes in the total expenditure for those itoms. This i3 because of the mamer
in which the data were secured last year. All of the apparent decreases aore due to
rent aloné. A year ago we endeavered to secure reatal data from representative real~
estate and rental sgents. The prices wo socured were prices asked for available
houses, or housos which had recently been remted, This vear we have secured our data
through the various Factory Cashiers, from at least ten representative permanent emw
ployees vho are renters, Houses which have been occupied by a temant for some time
generally are bringing the owmer lass rovomas than ho would ask were they to be rented
at the prosent time. Gering is probably the only towm in which rents have setusally
gshown a decrease.

To arrive at the avorago rental paild, we have caloulated the average
yent per room in houses not modern, in houses modemn except heating plant, and in
houses modern with heating plant, Our average rental in each case is the direst
average of a four room house not modern in any way, and a five room house, modern

exsept heating plant.
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