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More rumblings from below
Reagan’s twisted version of Christianity
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Nobody should go to bed hungry

culprit is intensive, single 
crop farming that exhausts 
the soil. Cash crops on in
dustrial farms are the culprits 
here.

FACT: Holland has 1,117 
people per square mile yet 
feeds its own people. The real 
reason is that hunger depends 
more on access rural peasants 
have to land and a small 
farmer's control of the land.

MYTH: Growing more food 
by using the latest technology 
will solve the problem.

FACT: The use of new 
(fertilizers.

by MIKE MacKINNON 
Senior Editorial Advisor

......p ■ -.Sf
i sus;

Since last Wednesday was 
World Food Day, I thought it 
appropriate to look at the pre
sent situation regarding world 
hunger and to also dispel 
some of the myths surroun
ding this issue.

In 1974 the nations of the 
world pledged that by 1985 
nobody "should go to bed 
hungry." We are preparing to 

1 enter 1986 and yet in the 
past ten years 5 million 
children in Africa alone died of 
malnutrition. How is it when 
nations such as Canada con-

MYTH: Each country
should grow what it can sell 
best on the international
market.

FACT: It is dangerous for a 
country to rely on one or two 
agricultural products to pay 
for its imports. It makes coun
tries too dependent on those 
who fix the price on the inter
national market.

MYTH: Hunger is a contest 
between the poor world and 
the rich world.

FACT: The eradication of 
hunger is not a threat to the 
well-being of people in the in
dustrialized nations. The

hunger

technology 
pesticides, machines, and 

seeds the Greennew
Revolution) benefits those 
who already have money, 
land and political influence. 
The real problem is that these 
are not affordable for poor
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ofelimination 
worldwide is a matter of 
justice. In fact, any increase 
in the South's buying power 
will be of great advantage to 
the North in increased trade.

A year has passed since the 
situation in Ethiopia first came 
to our attention. The problem 
still exists despite the efforts 
of nations and individuals.
Perhaps it is time to come up 
with some long term solu
tions.
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