WUSC Cornucopia

At our Sunday evening meeting of Jan. 31st, we listened
with great interest to Prof. Sid Pobikuschy (UNB Poli. Sci
Dept.) address what he called the ‘Third World in Canada’
-the struggle of Canada’s native peoples. Accustomed io
seeing ourselves as a developed country we have ignored
the reality of under development in our own back yards.

Pointing out that under development is the result of col-
onialism, both in the past and present, our speaker iden-
titied two essential characteristics of colonialism: exploita-
tior; of natural resources and people, and oppression, ie.
the denial of a peoples right to govern themselves and the
imposition of alien rule over them.

Although conquering nations have always been col-
onizers, the ability of some to exert power over others was
greatly increased in the last century by the Industriai
Revolution. The think of Britain for example - with her abili-
ty to produce and distribute material goods very rapidly,
she ran short of raw materials to process. In order for her
indusirial capacity 1o be fully utilized they had to be obtain-
ed outside the country.

The British colonization of parts of North America, In-
dian, African and Asia included the imposition of the British
political and legal system, governance of the people by
themselves was no ionger possible.

This understanding of colonialism was then brought to
bear on the examination of two specific native peoples of
the N.W.T.- The Dene and the inuit, their current battie for
seli-determination ond the foundation for native rights.

What then cre aborginai rights? They are those legally
recognized property rights which inure to native peoples by
virtue of their occupations upon certain lands cine time im-
memorial. We find such recognition in the British Royal Pro-
clamation of 1763 which established the government ac-
quired from France after the Treaty of Paris. it also for bad
settlement upon Indion lands stating that such lands forbad
settlement upen Indian lands stating that such lands could
only be obtained by cession or purchase through the
negotiation of an honorable treaty.

The Canadian government had never however been too
concerned with treaty negotiation, two treaties negotiated
in 1911 and 1921 with the Dere for certain lands in the
N.W.T. were later declared to be forgeries. In fact the
Canadion government cannot claim any part of the N.W.T.
as legally theirs because they have never negotiated any
treaties with the native peoples who lived there which
could have extinguished their rights.

Because 50 per cent of Canada’s resource wealth is in the
N.W.T., the gavernment is now forced to deal with the
rights of the Dene and the Inuit who are a maijority there.
The Dene and Inuit who have never signed a treoty which
would have extinguished their right to certain lands, never
been conquered in a war and rnever entered Confederation
have presented propositions to the federal government to
establish their territories as provinces but with more power
than the provinces have at present. They want the govern-
ment o recognize their right to national self-determination
(Coenada gave assent to the UN Declaration of Human
Rights in 1948 which includes this as an inalienable right)
because they need to have within their government the
capacity for their survival as a people.

This would include control over their education and the
use of their land because they believe that as a people and
a culture, they cannot survive without the land. It has been
said that English culture can survive without the land
although this is certainly arguable - the understanding of
the fundamental connection between people and the earth
they live on has not yet been gresped by our consumer
society yet it has allowed the native people and their land
to survive for thousands of years.

The significance of the new constitution to the struggle of
the Dene and the inuit to enter confederation so thai theie
nations may be given states similar to the provinces is now
ciearer. Their expectations have been serioysly undermin-
ed becausa it is now impossible o admit a province into
confederation (or create new ones cut of the territories)
without the agreement of the federal government and at
loase teven cther provinces. Previously it was a unilateral
decision of the federal government. Thus the likelihood of
their struggle succeeding is remote unless the Canadian
people become aware of the issue ond stand with them -
that is a big unless.

Our meeting this Sunday will feature Professor Tom
Good, STU Economics Dept. Topic of discussion: “The New
Brunswick Economy - The Causes of Under-Cevelopment.”
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Student Party supported

By TIMOTHY LETHBRIDGE
Brunswickan Stoff

Editor's Note: this Is not an
endorsement of the Siudent
Party or their platform; merely
a presentation of the facts, as
presented by the porfy.

The upcoming SRC and
senate elections, mark the
beginning of party politics in
student government at UNB.
The Student Party, led by
Engineering rep. John
Bosnitch, has a ten-point plat-
form and is running candidates
in most contests.

Working as totally
autcnomous the Student Party
is affiliated with the CAUSE
and the Solidarity Committees.

The platform of the Student
Party is as follows: First, they
want a new organization of the
Student Union. This is to in-
clude a new constitution and
regulations they feel that the
present rules are not specific
enough, and have toc many
loophcles.

Second, the party would like
to see no increase in tuition
fees in real dollars, and no cest
of living adjustment.

Expansion of student ser-
vices is the third plank. They
want more entertainment,
films, concerts, parties, non-
alcoholic events and food ser-
vices. With regard to the lat-
ter, they want a direct route
for student grievances about

Education

(Continued from p. 5)
where the money is going, ana
who handles it, etc. He said he
also got to know the people.

He has been active in
various activities. He has been
the Secretary Treasurer of his
graduating class, and social
chairman for the Education
Student Council. He was also in
charge of the carnival educa-
tion float, and i¢ manager of
the education hockey team.
Varsity swimming is another of
his exploits.

His aim is to gain a seat on
councii, and to represent the
education faculty so they may
have a vote on matters concer-
ning council.

He has two major planks in
his platiorm; he wants to see
education students have an
equal share of SRC funding. He
also wants to s2e the constitu-
tion of the Education Students
Council passed by the SRC.

His second plonk is the br-
inging back of football. He wil!
bring up @ metion in council,
he scid, to have a referendum
on the issue. He fesls, the
students would be willing to
pay a portion of their fees into

a, “slush fund"” for football. He

said, football is the biggest
student eveni, where most
students get iogether.

He said the moin issue is
athletics, "if we lose athletics,
we lose students.” The other
issues, such as the SUB and tui-

campus food made available.
They also want improvements
to the general and clothing
stores. They want the Student
Union to compete with the
bookstore on certain items, for
which they feel the campus
booksiore is overcharging.
They would olso like to see the
elimination of the bank
menopoly on campus as they
feel this would combat the
lineup problem.

Another part of this third
plank is priority employment
for students. They feel if a stu-
dent is equally qualified for a
campus job of any sort, he
should get that position over
anyone else. They wovid also
iilke improvement in parking
and locker priorities on cam-
pue.

No deficit budgeting for the
SRC as ¢ whole, is the fourth
plank. The party does not want
the SRC to even predict a
deficit.

Fifth, the Student Party
would like proper use of the
SUB and Student Union assets,
in accordance with CAUSE pro-
posals.

Elimination of some
honoraria, and the limiting of
others is the sixth point. They
would like to see the Presi-
dent’s honoraria set at a base
of $1,000 and the comptroller
receiving that amount too. All
other honoraria would then be
on a scale less than that, and

contested

tion fees, .speak for
*hemselves,” he said.

“I think problems, like the
non-publishing cf the student
directory, can be prevented if
responsible members are on
council and do not argue about
trivial matters such as the
Thorbourne loan,” said Riley.

He partly biomes these pro-
blems on John Bosnitch, who
he called, “.

-

. .@ very in-

would be indexed to the na-
tional cost of living. The party
feels indexing would reduce
future dissension concerning
the amounts of students
honoraria.

The Student Party would like
to see some sort of direct
representation of the views of
the residences; they feel this
should be in the form of a
council of the residence
presidents. They would also
like to see some form' of
representation for the needs of
off campus students.

The eighth plonk is a pro-
posal for the crganization of a
committe to investigate staff,
taculty, curricuium and policios
of the university. This would be
able to accept student
grievances.

The Student Party would like
to form a committee for siu-
dent action off campus. This
committee would bring ir films
and speakers to inform
students. . The party would also
like to see students going to
the provincial and municipal
governments with represen-
tatives.

The tenth itern in the Student
Party’s plotform is “To raise
the prestige of the University
of New Brunswick, and the Stu-
dent Union; to give students
responsible, active and honest
government, and in doing so,
to insure that from now on, the
voice of the students is heard
and that students are involved
in every aspect of the universi-
ty, with the ultimaete goal of
raising prestige.”

The parfy is mounting a
great pusn to have their con-
didotes elected. They are
distributing pins with their
logo, a distinctive, “SP". They
also hope to distribute ieaflets,
ond red and black fly flags on
election day. They also plan to

have a megaphone broad-

casting their cause.
The party, consisting of fif-

telligent man who has much to teen members, is funding its

say, but says stuff at the wrong
time.”
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Dathousie University

Studies
1312 Robie Street,
Halifax, N.S.

| 902-424-3632

You are invited to an OPEN HOUSE at &
the INSTITUTE FOR RESOURCE AND W
ENVIROMENTAL STUDIES TUESDA Y, 16
FEBRUARY 1982 12:00 noon - 6:00 p.m.

Come in and find out about the Master
{ Of Enviromental Siudies (M.E.S.) pro-

gram, and learnn about research being
(dlone at the Institute. You will be most

Ift JOU cannot visit us then, please wurite or
«ali for infermation, to :

nstitute for Resource and Euniromental
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campaign by pooiing the funds

(Continued on page 7)
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