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Phoenix looks at nuclear issue

by Gilbert Bouchard

“It’s a pretty grim subject,” says Phoenix
Theatre artistic director Bob Baker of his
latest prodution, When the Wind Blows.

“Our play is a positive work,” he says. “It
isn't like Threads,and Testament, which
graphically show what happens to the human
body after a nuclear war.’

Instead, When the Wind Blows, chronicles
the attempts of an elderly English couple to
survive in the aftermath of a nuclear attack.

“The irony of the play is that the two char-
acters are so optimistic,” says Baker. “They
keep on thinking that everything will blow
over, just like in World War 11.”

“The couple wait for the all clear signal,
and can’t understand why the radio’s off,
why there’s no electricity or water, and why
they have sores and their hair is falling out,”
he says. “The play’s characters are hopelessly
innocent. In a way they are symbols for the

Bob Baker, artistic director of the Phoenix Theatre, talks about their latest play When the

Wind Blows.

‘of view that is. The husband believes the

government line, while his wife is the woice
of common sense. She becomes the spokes-
person for the audience.”

“It’s a different kind of play,” said Baker.
“It shows how ludicrous it is to try and sur-
vive a nuclear war.’

The screenplay, written by Raymond
Briggs, is based on Briggs’ adult comic book
of the same title, a fact not forgotten by
Baker who has gone out of his way to
acknowledge the original source of the
work.

The set, the costumes, and even the sound-
track, all help emphasize the play’s comic

designs and a childishly simple backdrop
give an almost surreal atmosphere to the
proceedings. “The play opens with dogs
barking, and birds chirping,” said Baker “But
we had people imitate the dogs and the
birds. It’s with the dropping of the bomb that
reality starts to seep in.”

“It hasn’t been easy to put a cartoon book
on stage,” he said. “But what has been easy
was to translate the feeling of the book.
We've worked hard to be honest to the
book, while trying to make it our own. We've
been very faithful to the book. It’s'so wond-
erfully written.”

Given the play’s subject matter does Baker

“My job is to entertain, not to enter politics,”
says Baker. “I don’t think a play should try
and make a person think in a certain way. No
one likes to be told how to think, and | don’t
like shoving ideas down people’s
throats.

“I do believe in a collective consciousness,
and | do believe that the theatre can effect
change, but we should only try to make
people aware.’

Baker describes the Phoenix’s mandate as
a mandate to challenge.“We’re dangerous,
we’'re a quality theatre, and we’re
unpredictable.”

perfect citizens, from the government’s point book feel.
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All the movies. . . and a|| the popcorn
you can eat!!

To assist in our NEW SEATS FUNDRAISING
CAMPAIGN, we have invented the
PRINCESS RAFFLE
1st Prize: 1 Year Double Pass and free
popcorn (value: $4,420)
2nd Prize: 1 Year Single Pass and free
popcorn (value: $2,210)
3rd Prize: 1 Month Single Pass and free
popcorn (value: $185)
TICKETS ONLY $2.00!
Available at the Princess Theatre-
10337 Whyte Avenue
DRAW DATE: February 28/86
before our 9:30 p.m. movie,
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Tickets are available from SUB Box Office (432-5145) and various club members.
Note: These cabarets are open to U of A students, staff and guests.

NEW: DESIGNATED DRIVERS' PROGRAM. Absolutely no minors admitted.
Age ID required.
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consider it a political play? A definite no.

“They keep on hoping
everything will blow over, just
like in World War II.”

“We've been very faithful to
the book. It's so wonderful.”

Forthcoming Student Vacancies On

Standing Committees Of
General Faculties Council

COMMITTEE VACANCIES
Graduate Undergraduate

GFC Executive (must be a member of GFC) 1
Academic Appeals Committee Regular members 1 2
Alternate members 2 4

Admissions & Transfer Committee
(One student must be a transferee from an Albertan college) 3
Academic Development Committee 1
Campus Law Review Committee : 1
Computing Committee i1 2
Conference Funds 1 1
Library Committee 1 2

Native Studies Committee

Four Students

Committee for the Improvement of Teaching & Learning 1 3
Undergraduate Scholarship Committee 2
Writing Competence Committee 1 2
University Disciplinary Panels 10 10
Council on Student Services (COSS) 1 2
(1 undergraduate student must be a member of GFC)

Undergraduate Téaching Awards Committee 2
Undergraduate Scholarship Committee 2
‘University Professor Selection Committee 1 1

A vacancy may occur on the Planning and Priorities Committee and the Facilities Development
Committee for an undergraduate student.

Would those who are interested in serving on any of the Committees please contact Mrs. Plaskitt,
Secretary tothe Nominating Committee at 2-5 University Hall from whom further information can be
obtained.
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