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| extremism of the forces of the right to the
south.

Crawford, a journalist writing just
prior to Ronald Reagan’s presidential
sweep last November, attacks and ridicules
the self -styled "New Right” conservatives
with the zeal and confidence of an "old”
conservative sure of a kill,

The New Right is essentially
populist, mot conservatively

Conservative vs. strange bedfellows

The estrangement of William F. But Crawford warns not to un-
Buckley from the New Right is highlighted derestimate the lobbying potential of the
by Crawford. Buckley, editor ofg the New Right forces. They are mainly two-
National Review, a journalist respected fold: first the evangelists such as Anita
even by the left, and in a large way credited Bryant and Jerry Falwell and his Moral
for bringing conservatism back into Majority Inc; and second, the direct-mail
American politics in the 1960’s, disdains lobbies and fund-raising expertise of
the extremism of the New Rightists. Richard Viguerie and others.

The New Right equally disdains Viguerie alone can reach out to 25
Buckley for supporting former President million Americans with petition-letters or
Carter's Panama Canal treaty, for his fund appeals to fight "undesirable” legisla-
evident if not unequivocal support for tion in Congress. Working with lobbies
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WITH A NEW INTRODUCTION BY JAMES A. WECHSLER

‘ large government

Thunder on the Right
Alan Crawford
Pantheon Books 1980

review by Peter Michalyshyn

It may come as some surprise to those
whose nourishment is their hate for
conservatives that William F. Buckley Jr. is
considered — by others most frequently
described as on the right — a liberal hack.

Buckley, columnist George F. Will,
and at times even Ronald Reagan, are

“new” right wing in American politics, so
tells author Alan Crawford in a recent
book. .
“Thunder on the Right: the Politics of
Resentment” is its title. It is must reading
for those who suspect themselves of being
conservative, yet are disturbed by the

fingered as "soft on the world” by the

elstist.

To wit: the "New Rightists” call
themselves conservatives for change, an
obvious contradiction of terms; their
movement is essentially populist, not
conservatively elitist, reaching out for
support to the Archie Bunkers of America.
They are reactionaries who would in Rev.
Jerry Falwell's words, “stamp Communists
on their foreheads and send them back to
Russia.” ;

Their program, such as it is, includes
attacking mega-corporations in the name
of libertarian free enterprise, attacking
in the name of
plebiscitary direct democracy, attacking
gay, feminist, and otherwise "bleeding
heart liberal” minorities in favor of a
return to Biblical law.

Claiming a massive conspiracy by a
wily Eastern liberal establishment based in
Nelson Rockefeller's backyard, New
Rightists see only radical change — a

. conservative revolution — as the means to

make America great again.

Philosophically the New Right>cor— :

rupts the dichotomy of freedom vs. order
that rules conservative thinking; their
interpretation is freedom for the True
Believers to impose order on everyone else.
But Crawford repeatedly observes it is
fundamentally unconservative in any but
the most oppressive and distatorial cir-
cumstances to advocate upheaval of any
established order, if only for the simple
reason that, as history shows, the alter-
native will probably be worse.Yet the New
Right as one believes in the wisdom, if not
the possibility, of such radical change.
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| concentration).

feminist and gay rights, for his “trans-
ideological” friendships with the likes of
James M. Schlesinger Jr. and John Kenneth
Galbraith.

Strangely enough, the New Rightisn’t
so fond of Ronald Reagan either. After the
1976 Republican nomination race which
Reagan lost to Gerald Ford and in which
he chose moderate Richard Schweiker as
his running mate, he has been considered
too much the politician.

Crawford says the New Rightists are
essentially  anti-political  ideologues,
holding any compromise to the decadent
forces of liberalism to be intolerable.

(The last politician the New Right
liked was Spiro Agenw; and only when
Richard Nixon faced impeachment did the
right-wingers reclaim him, says Crawford.
Buckley, representing the ethical side,
called for Nixon’s resignation during
Watergate.)

There is Congressman IA?‘?}’

MacDonald ... whose office is
adorned with portraits of
Joseph McCarthy and Chilean
dictator Augusto Pinochet.

Accompanying such
obstinance is a legislative influence in
Washington limited to a half dozen
fringe representatives led by Jesse Helms
of North Carolina and Larry McDonald (a
Georgian whose office is adorned with

portraits of Joseph McCarthy and Chilean

dictator Augusto Pinochet).

such as the National Right to Work
Committee, Viguerie has orchestrated
campaigns to defeat pro-labor legislation
in Washington. The Stop-ERA forces
speak for themselves. ;

Waiting at the side are organizations
like Gun Owners of America, Conservative
Caucus, the National Conservative Political
Action Committee (NCPAC), and dozens
more. Crawford concludes that in spite of
their radical craziness and political inep-
titude, the New Right is a reckoning force
(he estimates the fourth most powerful) in
American politics, and growing.

But as he notes, they are not conser-
vatives.

political |
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Attention

FACULTY OF ARTS
STUDENTS

If your primary area of concentration

is in}

Anthropology, Art and Design, Classics, Comparative

| Literature, Germanic Languages, Music, Philosophy,

Psychology, Religious Studies, Slavic and East European |
Studies, or Sociology, nominations of student candidates f r |

the 1981-82 Faculty of Arts Representative Council will be |

conductef during the period from September 24 to 26|

| (noon(.

{
| |
Eligible Students: Any full-time undergraduate

| his/her primary concentration. Please note that a student |
| standing for election from a given department must have |

been nominated by at least two other students from that |
department, and that students will need their Students’ |

Term of Office: October

| Union Identificaion Card in order to vote.

1, 1981 to June 30, 1982.

Meetings: Council normally meets tnce a month |

| throughout the academic session.

Drop into Rm. 250 SUB between 0800 and 2300 for further infooran -

| application. Training nights Sept. 21 & 23, 7-10 p.m.

| For additional information re: nomination and election procedures

consult the department office in the Arts Faculty (of your area of




