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What Canadian Editors
Think.

A DYING NATION.
(The Catholic Record.)

F the French Government is try-
ing hard to do the Church to

death in the unfortunate Republic
the French people themselves are do-
ing the country to death by a slow
but sure process of suicide. When
the birth-rate of a nation is below
the death-rate it needs no demonstra-
tion to, prove that the country is dy-
ing. It may be a lingering death or
it may be a galloping consumption.
The resuit is inevitable. A people's
richest assets are numerous healthy
sons and daughters: its heaviest lia-
bilities are the vacant seats at the,
family table. France is the only
nation whose living wealth is becomn-
ing impoverished. Nor is this de-
cadence a thing of a single genera-
tion. It has been going on steadily
for a century. In a 'hundred years
the birth-rate hbas fallen fromn 32 per

1,000 to 19'.7. Since 1900 the decline
has continued at a deplorable rate
until last year the balance was on the
debit side-the deaths exceeded the
births byý 20,000.

THOSFE SUFFRAGETTEýS.
(Vancouver World.)

ON the whole the Imnperial Govern-
ment seemns to be in rather a

tight.place. To grant woman suffrage
now would not only be uncolstitu-
tional but wouldealmost necessitate
a general election in which, if history
repeats itself as it has invariably done
hitherto, the beneficiÏarieS would use
their new riglits to turn out the min-
istry which granted' thern. Worse
than that, surrender would be an ob-
ject lesson on a very, large scale to
every discontented faction in the
country, a demnonstration that one had
only to keep the London police awake
long enough to get everythiflg one
wanted. On the other hand not to'
grant wornan suffrage means that the
police will continue to be kept awake.

WHAT'S IN A NAMF.
(Victoria Colornist.)

T is singular that no one can say
with any certainty what is the

origin of the word Canada. There
is an old explanation, recently re-
vived, which says the Spaniards, in
speaking of the then little known
country, said "Aca Nada," mieaning
thereby "nothing here." To this there
seems to 'be two objections. One of
them is that an ej aculation would
hardly beconae the naie of a country,
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