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1>iides, things growv monotonous by
'~*~itin, and this parti« ular hap-.

hângle had witnessed many times.
nt-,seemied to him as useless to op-*
ýose the overseer ab to defy the wil
ëf, the machine. Machines were
.,ilde to go in certain ways and to
-prform certain tasks. It was the
'ýame with the overseer.

Bu~t at eleven o'clock there was an
ýexcitement in1 the room. In an a.p-
#àréntly occuit way the exciternent
tnstant? p erm'atel everywhere. Theoéne-legged boy who worked on the
other side of Johnny bobbed swiftly
acrcoss the- flor te a bin-truck that
stood empty. Into.this lie dived out
of siglit, crutch and ail. The sinper-
intendent of the miii was coming
ïlong, accompanied by a young man.
Hée was well-dressed and wore a
starched shirt-a gentleman, in John-
iiy's classificaion of tenad l

*He ne srpl.t,ad lo
Hlooked hrpya the boys as

6i passed aiong. Sometimes hie stop-
ped and asked questions. When hie
dId so lie was-compelied to. shout at
the top of bis iungs, at which mo-
ments bis face ludicrously contorted
with the strain of making himself
beard. His quick eye noted the
ernpty machine alongside of John-
nys, but hie said nothing. Johnny
also cauglit bis eye, and hie stopped
abruptly. He caught Johnny by the
arm to draw back a step from the
machine; but with an exclamation of
surprise lie released the arm."dPretty skinny," the superintend-
Cnt laughed anxiously.

9&Tipe-stems," was the anawer.
"Look at those legs. The bov's got
the rickets-incipient, but he's got
them. If epilepsy doesn't get himn in
the end, it will be because tubercu-
losis gets him first."

Johnny listened, but did not under-
stand. Furthermore hie was not in-
terested in future ills. There was an
immbediate and more serious iii that
threatened him in the form of the in-
spector.

"Now, my boy, I want you ta tell
meî the truth," the inspecter said, or
shouted, bending close to the boy's
Car to make him hear. "How aid, are7

* you?"
"Fourteen," johnny lied, and heé

*lied with the full force o! his lungs.
So loudly did lie lie that it started
himi off in a dry, hacking cougli that
ifted the lint which had been settling
ilbhis.lungs ail marning..

Looks sixteen. at least," said à. .e
6uperntendent.

"fOr sixty," snapped the inspector.
"He's always looked that way."
"How long?" asked the inspecter

quickly. 1
"For years, Neyer gets a-bit older."
"O r younger, 1 daresay. I suppose

ie s worked here ail those years?"
"Off and on-but tbat was before

the new law was passed," the super-
intendent hastened to add.

"Machine idle?" the inspecter ask-
ed? pointing at the unoccupied mna-
chine beside Johnny's, in which the
Partly filled bobbins were flying like
niad.

"Looks that way." The suiperin-
tendent motioned the overseer Io
him, and shouted in his, ear and
POinted at the machine. "Machine's
idie," he reported back to the in-
SPector.

They passed on, and johnny re-
turned to bis work, relieved in that
the iii had been avqrted. But the
one-legged boy was not se fortunate,
The sharp-.eyed inspecter haled himn
Out at arm's length from the bin-
truck.*- lis lips were quivering, and

bsface had ail the expression 6f one
!iPon whotm was falien -profound and'
lll'ren ediýible disaster. The overseer
lOokted a .tounded, aî-th-ough for the

irtnie he had laid eyes on the
boy, whli1e the superintendent's face
expresseý, shock and di&pler- re.

"I kw w him," the inspecter said.
le's txý ielve years old. I've had*discharp .1 from three factories in-

side Of, ý'e year. This makes the
fourth",

lie ti -ed t the one-legged boy.tbat P'*ie me, word and honor,
tT yO -go to school."
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tears. "PI case, Mr. Ilspec'tor, -two
babies died on us, and we're awful
poor,"

"What makes yucuh ta
way?" the inspect 'Or demanded, as
thougli charging h îh o rime.a

And as in deniai o! guilt, the ont-
legged boy repiied, "It ain't nothin'.
1 jes' cauglit a cold iast wcek, Mr.
Inspector, tbat's al.>'

In the end! the one-iegged boywent out o! the room. with the in-
spector, the latter accompaniet! bythe anxious and! protesting superin-
tendent. After that mionotony set-
ticd down again. The long morning
and the longer afternoon wore away
and the whistle blew for quitting-
time. Darkcness bat! aiready fallen
when Johnny passet! out through the
factory gate. In the interval the sun
bad made a golden ladder o! the sky,
floodet! the world wîtb its gracious
warmth, and! droppet! down and! dis-
a.ppeared in the west behind a rasz-
get! sky-iine of housetops.

Supper was the family meal of the
day-.the -ont meal at which Johnny
encountered bis youllger brothers
and sisters. It partook o! the nature
o! an encouniter, to hlm, for hie was
very 'oit!, whie they were t!îstress-
ingly young. He bat! no patience
with their excessive ant! amazing
juvenility. Hie did not understand it.
His own chit!hood was too far be-
hint! him. He was like an aid and
irritable man, annoyet! by the tur-
bulence o! their young spirits that
was to hlm arrant siliiness.. He
giowered silentiy over bis foot!,find-
ing. compensation in the thouglit
that tbey wauld soun have to go ta
work. That would take the-edge off
o! them and make tbem sedate and!
dignified-iike hlm. Thus it was,
after the fashion af the human, that
Jobnny made o! himsel! a yardstick
with. whîch ta measure the universe.

Durinq the meai, bis mother ex-
piained in varîous ways and! with lu-
finite repetition that shè was trying
ta do the best she couit!; sa that it
was witb relief, the acant meal ended,
that jobnny shovet! back bis chair
and! arose. He debatet! for a marnent
between bedand the front door, ant!
linal&.-wènt, ont ta tbe iattWr.'lHe
dit! not ga far. Ht sat down. on the
stoop, bis knecs drawn up and lis
narrow shoulders t!rooping forwart!,
bis e-bows on -bis kueea and . the
palms o! bis bands supporting bis
dmi.

As lie mat there le tid no think-
ing. He was juat resting. Sa far as
bis mind was concernet! it was
asieep. His brothers and sisters
came out, and with other children
piayed noisily about him. An elec-
tric globe on the- cornier liglitet! their
frolics. He was peevish and irritable,
that tbey knew; but the spirit o! ad-
venture luret! themn into teasing hlm.
They joinet! bands before hlim, and
kecping time witb their bodies,
chantet! in bis face weirt! and! un-
complimentary doggerei. At first lie
suariet! curses at thein-curses lie
bat! ieained fromn the lips o! variaus
foremen. Findîng this futile, and
rcmembering bis dignity, lie reiapsed
into dogged silence.

His- brother Wiil, next to hlm in
age, having just passed bis tenth
hirthday, was tht ringleader. John-
ny did not possess particularly kindly
feeiingfr toward hlm. His life bat!
early been embitteret! by continuai
giving over and giving way ta Will.
He had a defluite feeling that Will
was greatly.in bis t!ebt and was un-
grateful about it. In bis own play-
time, far back in the dim past, hie
bat! been robbed o! a large part o!
that piaytime by being compeiled ta
take care o! Wl. -Wîli was a baby
then, and then, as now, their mother
bat! spent bier, days in the mills. To
johnny hat! failcùi the' part o! littie
father and littît mother as weli.

Wi lscemet! to show the benefit
of the giving over and theo giving
way. He.was weli-buiit, fairlY rug-
get!, as tali as bis eider brother. ant!
even heavier. it was as though-.the
life-blood of the anc had been divtrt-
cd into the other's veins. And In.
s-p):4its it was the sanie. Johnn w'as~a ed, worn out, witbout resiient
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