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24 THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNORS.

and rejoined his regiment at Richmond. He served
with his regiment until after the capitulation of York-
town, in October, 1781, and his health being bad, was
invalided home on parole, and on his arrival home his
rank of colonel in the provincial was confirmed in. the
regular army. He was released from parole in January,
1783, and from that time until 1791 lived in retirement
in England.

Soon after his return to England he married Miss

Guillem, a relative of Admiral Graves, who had been in
command of the naval force at Boston during the
Revolutionary War. She was an accomplished lady,
and a talented artist and draughtswoman. Some of
her sketches, made during her residence in Upper

- Canada, are still preserved as the only memorial of

certain of the old notable buildings of the day.

In 1790 Colonel Simcoe was elected member of Par-
liament for the borough of St. Maws, Cornwall, and one
of the first debates after he had taken his seat was that
of April, 1791, when the Quebec Government bill was
introduced by Mr. Pitt, and was vigorously opposed by
Mr..Fox. It was over the constitution formulated by
this Act that many and bitter contests were waged by
Papineau, Mackenzie and other leaders of the rebellion
of 1837. From the time of the introduction of the bill
constant objection was made to the Legislative Council
—the second chamber, appointed by the Crown—that,
too frequently to please the aggressive Assembly or
Commons, ignored the clamor of that body, and carried
on the Government regardless of its wishes. In this
debate Simcoe acquired some knowledge of his future
sphere of action and of the rival elements, then indeed
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