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becoming, from the state of the weather, as well as from the
obstructions made by the enemy, nearly impassable—under
these circumstances, I had to determine whether I should
consider my own fame, by gratifying the order of the troops
in persevering in the attack, or consult the more substantial
interests of my country, by withdrawing the army which was
yet uncrippled, for the security of these provinces; in adopt-
ng the latter measure, I feel that I have accorded with the
views of His Majesty’s Government, and that a contrary
conduct would have been attended with immediate and im-
minent danger to this Province.

* The most ample success on shore, after the loss of the
fleet, could not have justified the sacrifice I must have made
to obtain it. Had I failed, and such an event was possible,
after the American army had been cheared by the sight of a
naval victory, the destruction of a great part of our troops
must have been the consequence, and with the remainder 1
should have had to make a precipitate and embarrassed re-
treat, one very different from that which I have made.

‘¢ These are considerations which, without doubt, will have
their due weight with your Lordship, and induce you, I
trust, to view the measures I have adepted as those best
calculated to promote, as well the honour of His Majesty’s
arms, as the safety of this part of his dominions.

“ I herewith transmit a comparative state of the force of
the two squadrons, in order that your Lordship may be satis-
fied with my reasons for not discouraging a Naval Engage-
ment, in which, if all had done their duty, I should have had
a very different report to make.

¢ 1 have the honour to be,” &ec.

¢ The Right Hon. Earl Bathurst.”

J. M‘Creery, Printer,
Tooks Court, Chancery Lane.
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