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the 27tll Of Febriiary, 1873, alld left it on the Stli Septeiliber, 1874,
l'poil the voliiiitary resignation of tliat Goveriiiiient. On the 27tli

jantiary, 1876, lie elitered the De Bouclierville Goveriiiiieiit as
Proviiicial Secretary, a j)osition whicli lie lield iil) to the Letellier
mieb After the Provincial 141cetioiis of ïMay, 1878, lie becallle

leader of the Conservative party at QIIQI)ec, alld 011 the 30tl'
October, 1879, after liaving overtlirowii the joly Coveriiiiient, lie

was sent for by Lictiteiiýiiit-Covertior Robitaille to forin a Cabinet.
In this goveriiiiient lie Iiiiiiself took the portfolio of Railways- and
Public Wor-s. 011 the 29til Of J111y, 1982, lie re.SiglIed, tO be

replaced by the 1-lonoitrable J. A. ?%loiissean, while lie Iiiiiiself
succeeded the latter at Ottawa as Secretary of Stite of Canada.

Vie 411 Of JIIIY, 1834, lie was sent to Britisli Columbia as President
of the Royal Commission On Cliiiiese iiiiiiii-ration. 011 Ulis subject
lie publislied a reniarkable report ; and the stig' gestions plit fortli by
Iiiiii and aclopted by the Goveriiiiient, averteda crisis whicli tlireat-

ened grave complications iii the Paciric Province. Soine years ago
lie establislied the Coveriiiiient Printing Bureau at Ottawa, a work
of enorniotis importance and wliicli ]lis influence alone lias made a
success.

111 bealth lias cruelly tried IvIr. Chapleau, and lie would probably
have goiie to " the bourne %vlience iic traveller returns, - if lie liad

liot witlidrawn froin the Provincial Leadership in 1882. After
entering the Cabinet at Ottawa, lie was enabled to pass the siiiiiiiier
Mid autiiiiiii in F',urope, tlien the wiiiter iii Sotitlierti California. As
his inother, One of ]lis brothers, and one of ]lis sisters died of
zotisuiiiptioii, the saine fate t1ireateiled liiiii ; and it -%vas oilly by

reason of the precatitions taken at that critical tiiiie tliat lie was
saved, and reinains to-day without the Icast trace, or even the least
tlireat, of ]lis old inalady.

Witliotit féar of contradiction it caii be said that few persolialities
looni larger in public esteein and admiration in the Dominion
of Canada tliaii NIr. Chapleau. It could not well be otlierwise -%Vitli
a man of Iiis talent. wlio lias becil a. militant politician silice i85o,

tliat is to say, for thirty-two years ; wlio lias been a nieinber of the
LQ-isl-ýittire and of Parlianient for twenty-four years ; a iiieiliber or

different Cabinets for fifteen years; wlio inay be truly said to liave,


