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Minister of' Education and Civics in Schools
In the. February issue of this Journal appeared an edi-

tonial on "Civic Instruction in Sohools," a copy of which
was mailed to educational executives of each Province, to-
gether with a request for their opinion on this vital subject.
In the March Journal some of the replies were given, and
in this number appears others, ail of which show that
school authonities throughout the Dominion recognize the
importance of teaching the children the civia 1fe of the
country, but what was surprising-agreeably surprising we
might say-was that civica was a principal subject ini most
of the provinces. It i. to be hoped that this teaching wiIl
bear fruit when the children corne to the age of full citizen-
ship. In the meantime, would it flot b. a good thing if these
children wouid teach their fathers something of their re-
sponsibility as voters, for they, poor men, nover had this
opportunity, otherwise they would not be so remiso in their
exercising the franchise, which is flot only a privilege, but
a responsibility as wel.-Ed.
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As f ar as Manitoba is concerned, these conditions have
been compiled with for a number of years. I mnay Bay
that the study of the subject has evoked considerable In-
terest aiuongst teachers and pupils, and Mr. T. A. Hiunt,
K. C., CitY Solicitor of Winnipeg, bas been good enough
to give addresses upon the subject in varlous sehools ln
Winnipeg, which have been thorougbly enjoyed by the
pupls and favorably commented upon by the public in
general.

1 have the honor, etc.,
CHAS. K. NEWCOMBE,

Superintendent of Education for Ma.nitoba.

Prom H-eadmaster of a Private Sohool.
The Editor,-

Your article on Civlcs in the February number of the.
Municipal Journal occasioned me much pleasure. 1 have
read with some Interest the replies printed ln the March
issue.

The leat any school sbould do for the boys (or the.
girls) who attend it, la to teach them their obligations to
them-selves and their duty to their country. The one la
closely akin and merges Into the other.

To do one's duty to one's country le surely impossible
if one is ignorant of ber history and ber goverument. in
a country, confessedly democratic where every man enjoys
the franchise, wbat an enormous waste of power and abuse
of privilege through Ignorance and apathy of the proIe-
tariat. The cause of this apathy at the poils la traceable
to tbe indifference manlfested on this point In the. child's
educattmn.
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