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ANN INDIAN TrOTEM AS A TIOMIS'rONE

pliace a large entrance or straît, the <liscov-
ery of whichi they take upon therm to as-
cribe to the same navigator, whlereas no-
thing is nientioned iii the accounit of bis
voyage than bis having seen in this situa-
tion a large river wvhich lie wvoul( have eni-
tcred but was prevented by the currents."
While off Cape Flatter' lie %%rites: "It is
ln this verv latitude where w'c now were
that the geographiers have placed the pre-
tende] Strait of Juan de Fuca, but we sawv
nothinz like it, nor is there the least pro-
babilitv that anv suchi thing existe]l."

After entering the hiart'or of the Nootka.,
Cook saiied northward along the coast,
arriving at last at the upper extreniitv- of
the Queen Charlotte Islands. He did not,
Jtowvvr, understand their insularity, nor
did lie name thern. This hionor wvas lcfr
for Captain George Dixon, who iii 1787
examiiine] the islands, naming an] taking
1Possession of thern. His mier-nory' is per-
p)etuaý-te] ini the name of the channel of thne
Wvide bay that lies between Prince Rupert
'.11(i the Pacific, and the namne of bis vesse1
is given to the group of islands as a ivhiole.
Amiong other trophies of his trip thierc
werC nio fewver than 182j fine otter skiiis.

The following year Captain Mecares ar-
r*ie(I il, the "Flc" and establishied a per-

nlianient hca«dquatrteis at FrcdvCove, on
the Nootka Iinlet. Here lie bu-ilt a vessel
Wvhich lie used principally in e.xploring t.he
inlets between the islands and the a-
landi.

1l1 1850 josePh W. cKa MId otlhes,
ini exploring for farni lands ini the v'icinlity
of Victoria andi Nanainio, found traces of
free gold. lninicdiatelv a great excitemntt
broke out, and wvhen later in the v a
Q(ucen (charlotte I nii appearci] at V"ic-
toria 'ith a1 b.og of speCîmlens, ani expedi-
tion was lini(Iertakcn by the H ludson's Bay
Conmpanv.- w"ho in the summiner of 1851i de-

spatbcdthe brîgiantîne ''I-Ilur<ol'' to the
spot iin(lieite(l by thc native. After sever.il
înionths spent iii prospccting tlîe%' failci] to
id at the spIot indicated, but l)rokC off

a iiiiimber of speciniiens of plI;cer gold1-betr-
ing quartz/ froin a ledgc in the vicinity. Iii

N oeiher 185 t, ai exPcditiwn sal]from'
Olympia in the sloop ''Geoirgin.'

Ther 1852 salt manv ex pe(Iitiolns lit-
ted ou t for the Qucenl Chlarlotte I slands,
:mnd the wvhole country 'vas Co%.ere.] wvith
prospeetors. Anion-r these wvas Ciptain
\Mitchell ini the brig \'eoe v,' ~ho be-
sîdes his operati<)ns at GCold 1Harbor, first
openied ip the Coa-l scanis ar Skide(gate.

In1 i 8s5.(.commander IProv'ost 1na1ied
the liI(1(ior tlierl ' ISI ~li l Ji<)Ii( V o f Sir
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