THE HARP,

ward; and he thought if *ho could see
that young nun once more that she
would tell him to stayand try to imitate
the example'of his Master, The little
eoil of strong rope and the small; sharp
file luy unnoticed on the ground.
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(Lo be Continued).

FOR THE YOUNG FOLKS.

WILCH LOVED BEST?

# T love you, mother, sakl little John ;
Then, forgetting hix work, his cap went on,
And he was ofl' to the garden swing,
And left her the wood and the water to bring.
“ 1 love you, mother,” said rosy Nell,
“T love you hetter than tongue can tell,”
Then she teased and pouted Tull halftheday,
Till her mother rejoiced when she went out

to play.
¢ 1love yon, mother,” said little Fan,
“ Torday I hielp you all that L ean
lHow glad T am that school - does not keep?
Then, stepping softly, she fetched the broom,
Aund swept the floor and tidied the room;
Busy :\n(ll happy all day was she,
Helpful and happy ns child conld be.
“Ilove you, mother,” agnin they all said—
Three little children-going to hcd);
How do you think that mother guessed
Which of them really loved her the best?

$T. THOMAS OF CANTERBURY AND WIS
, JEWEL, '
It was Sunday evening., Twelve young
students were seated, care-free nnd joy-
ful, around awell served table, each one
amusing himself" aftor his own fashion,
though in all propristy. Suddenly one
of them, in a mysterious tone, announced
that he had coneeived a project for which
he asked the concurrence of the com-
pany.. Not one refused.  Then hesaid:
“ Tiet us veturn hither this day week,
and we will tell stories and sing meriy
songs; but espeeially each of s must
bring some jewel or trinket from his
hetrothed, and he who brings the least
beautiful shall pay for the supper of the
whole party. ” A ‘ o
All applanded this singular proposi-
tion, L o s
Among-these students was.ong whose
thoughts never dwelton any daughter of
Bve. His young heart was absorbed in
love for 'a Virgin. whom he-served. in
public or inprivate. This Virgin. was
none othor than Mary,  -After his:com-
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panions had left him this good young man
who had no betrothed, as they had, seat-
cd himself upon the tender grass, and,
with folded hands, thonght {o himself:
“Jool thatLwag, so lightly to have made
a promise which will” cost mo so -dear!
The - whole cost will fall to me, and ‘T
must spend in one day my whole year's
income!” Te commenced to weep bit-
terly, for he was not rich,“and the loss
whic¢h he feared would he a veal misfor-
tune to him. During the whole weelc
ho worried himselfin éndeavoring to hit
npon some plan of cseape; but in'vain |
and alveady it was Saturday, and then
would come Sunday. What was he to
do?  Finally, in hissecretdesolation, he
entered o chureh, and there heard Mass.
When the crowd passed out he approach-
ed the altar of the Virgin, to confide his
trouble to her-and to beseech her nid
and assistance. :

On his knees, profoundly absorbed in
prayer, ho reminded her with what fide-
lity he “had scrved her-from infancy,
without ever having wished to love any
other woman: than her upon earth. In
fine, he asked of her ajewel as areward!
Tn his simple and confiding piety, ho
also besought the Tnfant in the arms of
His Mother to join with  him in his
prayer to obtain it

and prayef! A voice spoke from . the

Virgin's image, and this -voice said to

him: ¢ Avise, my fuithful servant, and
approfch thy Lady I The student, in
an ceestacy of joy, arose and approached
her statue, thanking ‘her for-the words
she had vouchsafed him, ' :
Very soon he remarked -that. tlio
Divine Infant held in his hand a easket’;
His Mother desived Him to give it'to hiim
who had so often watered her feet with
his teavs of love. The Infant obeyed,
and Mary gave the casket to the student,
who kissed it with, the warmestexpres-
sions of gratitude, ‘
Toward midday- the joyous company
asscmbled at'the rendesvons.  Hach dis-
played, with pride, the token he'had re-
ceived. - Tho first had a ring of -gold ;

the second; two silken suits; tho third;

an _ embroidered’ dressing-gown; ' thé
fourth, a magnificéntly -adorned girdle;
the fifth, a.purse, embroidered in-gold,

and perfumed ; the sixth, asitken cap’

thie ‘seventh; ' rich’ bracelet, '&e:." All
{theso presents'iwere most beautiful, - A'b
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