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¥ Gal il8. 20-27: “Ya are the ohildren of God by
Josng Ohrist, for as muny of you 88 baye

f»%’&‘ l‘:%ptlzo?! uuto Ohrist have put on Curist

tho apostle. in thess verses is drawing
his favourite oontrast botwoon the law and
the gospsl, and comparing the lorions
freodom of the Iattor with tho servilo bond.
age of the former, ascribing this blesesed
differanca to tho working of faith, whieh,
in the sonse hera implied, had not then
oome, for, * before faith oame, wo were
kept under the law, shut up unto the
faith which shonld afterwards be revealed.
The question which the worda of our texi
present for our solution, and the answer to
whioh roveale tho secret of this freedom,

: :How is it that faith s0 unites us to
Qhrist, that we may be said to have put on
Olirist and so become the children of God!

Is this & more arbitrary arrangemont
deponding on the will of God alone, or
does it opring from the nature of the oase
{taelf ? {sn man saved by faith simply
beoause God has revealed that He will be
eatisfied with this, or has faith in its own
nature that which makes it impossiblo for
God to do otherwise than love the possessor
of it? Bo that when we understand the
nature of it and its results, we at once ex.
claim, *This is what the father-heart of
God yeatns for, here is & pearl that it was
worth the shedding of the blood of God's
own Son to purchase, and which nothing
less sould by any meaus have purchased or
even in the most distant way revealed to
fallen man,

WHAT 18 TEIS FAITR

which works such a stupendous miracle of

ao06 ?
pOm' shorter oatechism, summarizing the
trath of God's Word, tells us that * the
Spirit ap; uoth to us the redemplion pur.
chased By Ohrist by working faith in us,
apd thereby uniling us to Christ;" and
agsin, “faith in Jesus Christ is & saving
grace whereby we receive and rest upon
Him alone for salvation.” Faith is, then,
that by which we receive Ohrist, and Le.
comse tnited to Him,

We allknow what faith in a general
gonse ie. Beliefin a rumor, a theory, s
man, but in all these cases there is mereiy
an sssent of the understanding. The in.
tolleot alone is engaged in -the act. Iis
effeots do not penetrate us, they only fouch
the shell of us. They affeot our actions,
but they move not our inner selves. Bui
faith that is saving faith means mere than
this. It does not mean simply recognizing
God's holiness, justice, aud mercy, but_re-
ocognising them In such & way as to love
that holiness, dread that justios, and desire
that meroy. 'The heart must be exeroised
as well as the bead. Not only must the
hoad assent to the doctrines of Heripture
TORAY Christ as trus, but the hearl
must 80 feel their yower a8 to lead to the
exhibition of their praoctical effects in the
outward life. Is Christ presenied o us as

ual with the Father, God over all,
;?uud for ever more, then faith bids us
bend the knee to Him in worahip, and
honour Him even ss we honour the Father.
Does the Bible reveal us to ourselves as
sinfol and Eollmted in the sight of a holy
God, and Christ as the lam » 8ac.
fies for our sins, then faith bids us come to
God in penitence, confessing our sins and
asking forgiveness for Jesus sake—Ilaying
the foundation of our hoges upon Him, for
it is & foundation ordered in all things and

sure.

We separate too much faith and works,
and speak of the latter as mere evidenoes
of the former, the fruit whioh the tree
produces, And this distinetion is frue
enongh if our objeot be to guard sgainst
the error of attribtiling & saving efficacy to
the works themselves; if we are merely
echoing our Saviour's denunciations of the
Pharisees. It is a distinotion perfectly
legitimate, and indeed necessary when we
would construot a theologicsl system, and
agrign to cach element its proper place.
But in guarding sgainst error wo may
give a one-sided view of {ruth—we may
separate logically what never exist s part
in fact, Faith is rather the root of the
{reo, and its manifest tokens ara the trunk
and branches--the one springs from the
other, the one osnnot exist without the
other. When speaking we do not con-
aciously control every movement of the
lips and tongue; thess movements follow
spontaneously as the ideas arise in our
minds, and go if there is faith in the heart,
there will be plety in the life. Faithisnot
the tree, it is the root from which the tree
springs. Faith is not the Igerm, it ia the

tal force whioh animates it and makes it
verdant and blossoming in the life.

This divine faith, this quickening power,
this saving grace from a reconciled Father,
thia it is which works our salvation by

UNITING US TO CHRIST.

Bat how does it do this?® To understand
this we shall have to peneirate a little
deeper into tho mysterios of redemption
and see what it was that our Savionr came
on earth to do—we shall bave to observe
the kind of atonement that he made for us,
and the revelation of God which he gave
us. Man * by the fall, lost communion
with God,” and in that one sentence this
misery and perdition issummed up. The
oause of man's degradation is separation
from God ; the remoedy for man is

EESTURATION TO COMMUNION

with God, and this restoration is effected
by Ohrist Jeeue. Ho came to raise fallen
man by taking lnm ap into wunion with
Himself, and breathing His own spiris into
him—by teaching him that God loved him
with a father's everlasting love, and there.
fore it behooved him to live like a ohild of
au%lé » {ather. . . eht
‘e MAY 1ever, We can never, lose aig
of the awfal, yet blessod, fact that Jesus
died in our room and stead. Not only the
purple streamy whish dyed the temple
eourts on Monnt Moriah, and the unequiv.
ooal utterances of the inspired seer attest
the truth of it, but heathendom itsalf,
from the degraded Hottentot to the oulti.
vated Brahmin, with one voice proclaims

BRITISH AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN

{hat stonement must be made for man by
the sufforings of another, Ii fs easy for
gaeptiofem in its pride, measuring all things
by the rale of finitereason and im erfoot
bumanu standards, to suggost difionlifes—
what divine thing is there that ia not difi-
onlt to foeble man ?  But still tho stapend-
ous fact yemaine tho sheet anchor of our
faith.

But on the other hand he is indeed &
bold man who profosses to have fathomed
the divine counsels, and to be able to for-
.mnlate the whole of tho dootrine of the
atonement. No human words oan ever
oconfine within tholr narrow sentences tho
great * maytory of godliness,” Itisa mine
in whioh dovout theologiaus may sivk all
their learning to tho end of time, and ever
find fresh gems to be gathored, To an-
other aspoct of the atoneraent let me direct
your attontion, It lo tho complement of
that just mentioned, and no etatemunt of
our Savionr's work would be parfscs that
aid nat present that view of it on which He
Himself most delighted to dwell,

In this great problem which even
angols pondered over, and whoso solution
they watched with profoundest interest.

TWO THINGS

had to bo cousidered, Not only had the
judge of all the earth to be appoased, but
the heart of the Father of men had to be
reconciled, Not only were the bonds of
law broken, but also the far tenderer ties
of love. It was not enongh that his
righteous indignation should be turned
aside, His love demanded more than this.
‘What father would not demand more be-
fore the old relationship was completely
restorod? Would it satisfy any earihly
parent that the penalty of disobedience
was rigorously enforced ? Would he not
reci\lxire that his Jove shonld be appensed as
well ashia law ? And to win this the con.
fession of discbedience, and ory of peni.
tenoe alone sufflces, Only when the prodi.
gal oan say, * Father X havesinned against
thee,” does that father fall on his neok and
kiss him, There mustbhe a repentance
and confession of sin corresponding in its
depths to the majesty of the law violated
before the old bonds of love can b3 re.
united, Such & confession man ocould
never maks, such & repentanse he ocould
never offer; for with his sin.darkened
moral peroeptions, and his sin-seared con-
solence the full enormity of his guilt conld
not be made apparent to him so as to
awakon his remorse. What man ocould
not do, Ohirist did for him., Ohrist as &
man, a8 our elder brother,

MADE CONFESSION FOR US,

and aocknowledged the righlteousness of
God's wrath against sin, God alone saw
the fearful depth of the fall, and eo in
Ohrist came to reconcile the world to Him.
solf. He becamo man in order that, as
man, He might stand and plead before
God for man, and by His life and words
co;:f‘:u xmn'at sin. lHo ‘i,t.l‘zm Hitlh‘fl yg.
might pray, not nierely w.

bregath?bnt by His whole life and for;ﬁ
meon-—** F'ather forgive them, for they
knownot what they do.’ In this lowl
bitth and vbedient ohildhood we see his
confession of man's sinfulness and conse.
!quent misery and subjection. Throughout
his manhood, the earnest prayers and
pleading words he utters, the elouded brow,
the farrowed oheek, the pitfh:g eye, and
pensive mien, all betray the load of man's
sin lying heavily apon his heart before
God. Nor oan we separate His death
from His life, but xather read the lesson of
that death in the light of the life, and do we
not see in it the oulminating point and
sum of the whole; for what is our
Saviour's death on the cross but a deeper
“amen’ to the sentence, * In the day that
thou eatest thereof, ttou shalt surely die,”
“t the soul that sinueth it shalldie.” From
the manger to the tomb, and- most of all
on oalvary, does the God-man appear as
our advoocate, pleading for the return of
the Father’s love to His wandering children.
This was the aspect of our Saviour's life on
its Godward side. This was the prayer it
uttered before the eternal Father, ¢ For
my sake, who know their misery and sin,
have oompaassion on the blinded children
of earth, I willlbear their penalty. Itheir
brother, and thy Son, acknowledge and
confess my brethren’s guilt; restore to
them thy Fatherly love, receive them
again to thy loving embrace."

What message on the other hand did
Chriat bring to man, that he might be led
to accept forgiveness and respond to the
Father's love ? He taught men that God
was not only the Jehovah, the self-existent
God of their father Abraham, but that He
was algo their * Father who is in heaven.”
Teaching no new revelation, but udding all
the weight of His perfect life to the sublime
teaching of the old, he came to reveal the
Father

BY LIVING THE SON'S LIFE

of filial obedience, Sacrifice and offering
thou would'st not * * * theneaid I, Lo I
come to do Thy will, 0 God * * ¥, He
taketh away the first that He may establish
the second. By the whioh will we are
satiefied. (Heb. x. 5,) Thisis the key that
unlocks the treasures of His ministry ; {his
is the undertone that runs through alt the
sublime musio of His words, It is His
brotherhood with men that draws them
it ia His Sonlife that
points them upward to His Father and
their Father. The name he delights
in is *“Som of Man,” that men
may feel that His life is their life, Iis sor-
vice their gervice, and being tempted and
suffering as they were, yet porfact, so they
should be obedient likewise, that they
might follow Him to the Father's house of
many mansiond, ¥hither he was going to
prepare a place for them. Yet, whils knit.
ting closely the bonds of brotherhood with
raen, He ever showed that he was only the
mediator, the conneoting link between
them and God. *Lord show us the Father
and it sufficeth us.” * Have Ibeen so long
time with you and yel hast thou not known
me, Philip? He that hath seen me hath
seen the Father, and how sayest thou then,
show us the Father ' God as a father
was rovealod in Christ the soy, ad in the
kind of service the Son rendered towards
the Father we see the Father's character
revealed. The Father He declares to be
glorified, nol merely in the works, but *in
the Son.” He revealed the father by exhib.

aronnd Him;

iting the kind of service that Father

demanded from a Son, The Father's love
is manifested {n the Son's reoiprooal love,
His oyes glanco upward in burble filia}
obedlence, that mon's eyes copying His
may glance npwards likewise, and recog-
nige thele Fatx!‘ler's conntonauce. YVAS no
the voloe twiae heard from heaven, ‘' This
{s my beloved Son, in whom I am wel
pleasod.” Hisfival recorded worda are ““\ist

o not that I must be about My Father's

usiness ?” and the last utterance that fell
from His l&ps was “Father, into Thy hands
I commond My spirit,” And as it to re-
assurr His {imid followora that their
brotherhood with Him was not broken bf
His glorification, Yo bids Mary “go and toil
My brethren, and say to them, I ascend to
My Father and your Father.”

His whole teachiog if full of the fathev
bood of God; all {hrongh life it is the self-
surrondor of tho filial epirit that He dis-
playe. *¢ My Father worketh hitherto and
I wotk,” not merely that the”same God-
hood exists in both, but because His whole
being as & son was wrapped up in His
Fathor's belug, ¢ My meat is to do the
will of Him that sout me, and to finish His
work.” In the solemn agony of His pas-
sion, shrinking love implored “O My
Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass
from me," 'Twas but for & moment, whon
the filial spirit rose above the trial in con-
scious sirength of faith, * O My Father,
if this oup may not pass from me except I
drink it, Thy will be done. It was this
entire surrender of His own will to the
Father's will that gave Him oalmness
before the geoffing Roman and blas.
ﬁ:eming Jow, It is this that sustains

im in the desert of the temptation, as in
the garden and on the oross.

In this light, foo, we must view the re-
surreotion of our Liord, for it was the glori-
ous seal of the IFather's acoeptance,
Louder than by the Jordan and on the
mount of transfiguration, for its words ave
heard by many more, aud it is but the echo
of prophetic song, comes the voice from
the empty tomb, * Thou art my son, this
day have I begotten thee.” * This, God
hath fulfilled unto us, in that He raised
up Jesus again,” (Aets xill. 88), aud de-.
olared Him to be *the Son of God, by the
resurrection from the dead.” ‘ No man
hath seen God at any time; the only-be-
gotten Son, whioh i8 in the bosom of the
Father, He hath declared Him," How?
By propounding so many dodtiinal thesis
regarding Him? No; but by living as
man, and smongst men, the Bon's life, and
infusing His spirit into men that they too
might have strength to live that life.

Now what is fath in us but just the

AWAXENING TO BONSHIP,
The spirit within us biddlng us ory, “I
will arise and go to my Father.” It is the
Christ-life awakening in us. We are made
f:rtokeu of Christ, for we begin to share
his filial eplrit. It is faith that gives us,

nay, it is faith that is ¢ the spirit of adop-
tfon whereby we ery Abbs, Father "—then
the spirit bears witness with our spirits
that we are the children of God” It is

by faith that Christ, thatis the Ohrist-spirit,
dwells in our hearts, * I live, mt not I,
but Christ liveilyin mo, and the life. which
I now live in the'Aesh, I live by the faith
of the Son of G6d." We dwe Christ
and Christ in us, snd henee it is that our
faith makes us 8 of and ren-
ders us acceptable to the Father. Because
He reoognizes the tender plant springing ns
in our hearts as that which His 'own han
has planted. Booause He .sees our feeble
faith to be of tho same kind as our Sav-
iour's perfect faith. Wo are accepted be.
oause God sees in us the beginning of that
which will become mors and more like
Ohrist's life—the germ out of which perfect
sonship is developed by His fostering spirit:-
Some are accepted for Christ's sake, ~ His
perfect obedience is imputed to us, and
eovers our imperfeot obedience. His per-
feot submission ecovers our too often re-
bellious spirit. *When the fulness of time
was come, God eent forth His Son " (aotics,
the relationship under which the second
person of the Trinity is revealed. A son
alone could teach sonshlp) ‘““made of a
woman, made under the Iaw, to redeem
them that were under the law, that we
might receive (not forgiveness merely, not
froodom from sin merely, but) the adoption
of sons, and because ye are sons, God hath
sent forth the spirit of His Son into your
hearts, orying, Abba, Father,” ¢ Te are
all the ckildren of Qod.” How? “by faith
in Jesus Cbrist.” ¢Bshold what manner
of love the Father hath bestowed upon us
that we should be called the sons of God.”
* Beloved, now are we the sons of God.”

If this then be the nature of faith, and
the union it effeots with Ohrist, is not

UNBRLIEF THE CROWNING SIN

against tho fatherhood of God? It is worse
than rebellion which sets at defiance the
wrath of the Almighty, for it spurns the
love of Him who mourns over His deluded
oreatures, What wonder, then, that we
read as the dresdfal doom of the unfaithful
servant, He © will appoint him his portion
with the unbelievers.” ¢ Take heed, breth.
ron, lest there be in any of you an evil
heart of unbelicf,” for the unbelieving * *
sghall have their portion in the Jake which
burneth with fire and brimstone, which is
the second death,” The prayer of faith—
and none other is heard—** Whatsoever ye
ask believing ye shall veceive,” and could
it be otherwise ? If earthbly parents oan-
not resist tho earnest tB:miinga of filial de.

endence and love, think you that our

eavenly Father oarfturn a deaf ear to His
weak children on earth, ¢ Like as & father
pitioth his childron, so the Lord pitieth
them that fear Him.” #Without faith it
is impossible {o please Hirn," and naturally
s0. What earthly parent would not be
wounded, prieved, and justly indignant
were his child to couple his request with
the words, I sak, but believe that you
are too selfish, or care so little for me that
1 do not expeot my request to be grantsd.”
Is not this just the implied utterance of
faithless prayer. What s mookery and
blasphemy and insult fo the loving hesrt
of our Father!”

A word in conclusion to thote who have
not this presions faith, in whom the filial
spirit hins not awakined, You are shuiting
your eyes to the light which atreams to
your soul from Christ’s life. You are stop.
ping your ears so that you hear not the in.
vitations, the pleading ‘Invitations of your
Futh , «love, You are:doubting the love

of Him who f¢ I.ove, You sra doubling
the word of Him who oannot lle, #To
whom sware He thet they should not enter
into His rest, but to them whioh belisved
not.” Itistoyou that he says,  When

t | yo spread forth your hands I will hide

mice oyes from you, yes, when yo make

1 | many prayers I wili not hear; for only the

ohild’s prayer avails—only in the Beloved
will you be accepted.”

Like the pillar of fre—whioch stood be-
hind the host of Isracl on the shore of the
Red Sea—all God's promises have a dread-
ful aspeot to His enemies, but a glorious
brightness to His ohosen peoplo. You
must look beyond tho mountain-top and
the thuuder cloud, and sse the Father's
faco in the law.giver, and then above the
sound of $he trnmpet you will hear the
gentlo tones of love that will mako your

eart throb and your pulse bound with a
new joy Thon, even although the ground
may sowetimes troemble heneath your feot,
and the ekies lower above, you will
find that ¢ the BEtornal God is your refage,
and underneath are the everlasting arms."
Cowme then to Him ag ohildren to a father,
wnd by His own spirit He will teach you,
with His own power protect yor, with His
own joy roefresh you, and into Hiz own
family receive you.

Now unto the God of all grace, who hath
called us unto His oternal glory by Christ
Jesus, boe glory and dominion for ever and
ever, Amen,

Teon Points of a Good Wife.

Robert Burng, the Soottish poet, speaks
ing of the qualitiea of & good wile, divided
them into ten parts, Four parts he gave
to * good temper ;" two to “qood gense ;"
one “‘wit;" one to *beauty’ (such as a

sweet face, eloquent eyes, a fine persen, a
graoceful oarriage) ; and the rem ngl it&vo
ualities

gartl he divided amongst other
elonging to or attending on a wife, sue
a8 fortune, conneotion, eduoation, or ac.
complishments, family, and so on ; but, he
. said, * Divide those twc parts as you please,
remember that all these minor proportions
must be expressed by fractions, for there
is not any one of them that is entitled to
the dignity of an integer,” Mr, Smiles, in
noting this passage from Bumns, in the
chapter on marrisge in his pleasant and
chatty book on ¢ Character,” says: ** No
wimenan will marry for beauty mainly.
It will exercise & péwerful attraction in the
first place, but itis found to be of compara.
tively 1ittle consequence afterwards. Not
that beauty of person is to be under.esti-
mated, for, other things being equal,
handsomeness of form .and beauty of fea~
tures are the ontward manifestations of
health, But fo marry & handsome figure
without character, fine features unbesuti.
fled by sentiment or nature, is the
most deplorable of kes.” This is the
only comment made by Mr, Smiles on the
mA seales of Burns, the propor.
tions of whieh he may therefore be taken
to Armprm. The matter {s worth closer
critioista, and it will be ax amusing and
not unpractical or unprofilable employ-
ment of some leisure minutes, to fry,in
somb reader’s judgment, whether any vari-
stion or improvement may not be made
in the distribution cf 4he ten points in a
good wife. It will be observed at the out.
sot that the moral and religious element
is wholly jgnored in. the estimate of the
poet. Physieal, intellectual, and social
'qualities ave alond'taken into acsount ; for
'good temper oan soarcely be inelud
among moral excellencies. But the prob.
lem nesd nok.be eomplicated by bringing
into.ils oormderation points of moral or
religious worth. Designate these under
the title of “good principle, and this
would demand a far Iarger proportion of
the ten pointsthan the fonr which Burns
gives to good temper. For without virtue
‘or Booipﬁno‘i% we know that ?ood teme
per, and good Lu and other gifts of per-
fion, are too often dangerous and ruinous to
their possessor. Rather lel us assume
good principle aend virtuons oonduct,
founded upon true religion, to be taken for
granted in the problem, as {b will bo oer-
tainly deemed essential in  the. choice of &
wife by every man who makés Chrislinn
grofeuiou. To marry “in the Lord"is a
ivine precept as well as a prudent rasolu-
tion for all who *seek to live for both
worlds,” Two othor conditions are to be
presupposed—a certain amonnt of aquali
of atation, as well as no undue disparity o
age. Thera are exceptional oases in both
respeots, but in discussing general prin-
ciples we have regard to the common rale,
not the rare exception. As s rule, marri.
ages of equal oaste turn out-unha) lpily for
all conoerned. In the rough bush life of &
new colony this my be of less moment,
. 2t in the ordinary eiroumstances of civil-
ized life, some equality of station and of
eduoation is expected. In examining the
qualities to be sought in a wife, let us
therefore regard moral worth, and also
suitableness of station, not as among the
requisites, but as prerequisites; and then
let us see how far we assent to the distribu-
tion of the ten points of Burns. The im-
portance of good temper is great, but four
out of ten seems rather & h:go proportion
to allot to it. In describing the good guali-
ties of & friend, or a brother or siater, or a
master or servant, good temper would be a
large ingredient, but in a wife, other points
deserve equal if not greater note. Takin
tho larger view of beauty, as including a
ﬁersonnl qualities of a physical or material
ind, form and figure as well as feature,
and especially a healthy ocoustitution, it
cortainly should be at least on alevel with
good temper, A poor invalid or eripple
may have the awoeteat of tempers. On the
other hand, a preity face may belong to &
silly fool; which brings the point of good
sengo also to the front. The majorily of
sensible men will thoroughly agres with
the poel as to the comparative unimport-
anos of what he oalls the * minor propor-
tions” of fortune, family, accomplishments,
and other ascessories; and, in fact, one
inatead of two out of ten might be allotted
for their fractional expression. Of course
there are exoepiional ‘onses dnd eirenm.
stances, where some of thess minor quali.
ties assume greater importance, For in.
stanoe, the heir of an esiate, or tmo-
soniative of & h:g@‘fuﬂly. hé conslder
rank, snd weal ,;;nﬂ eduoation, of more

donseqtience b} He reptétenied by a
decimal fraetion. The wise Lord Burleigh,

h | the way it shonld go.”

ed |:to supplement the teao

_ BerremseR 1, 4876,
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1n giving adviee to hig son on the cholos o
& wife, eaid: ¢ List her not be poor, hov:
generous (well-born) soever, for a man can
buy nothing in the market with gentility”
The greatness of his house was in hix ming
moro than the happiness of his son, in
glving this advice, But taking the aver.
ago of men who have to considor onl
their own personal taets, comfort, aud ade
vantago, good tempeor, good sense, aad
good health ara the thrse primary and og.
sential points,—~1'he Leisure Hour,

The Reauty of Creation.

Tho earth 18 fall of blessing,
Thore's beauty everywhere;
And He who made tho unfverso
Haa made it good and fair:

The wild-flowors {n the he.dge-rcw,
‘The blossoms bn the troos,

The radianoe of tho summor sun,
The fresuness of tho broozo

The hoar-frost in the winter,
The orystals pure and bright,
Croatod 1n thelr loveliness
In ono brief winter's night:

The mountains and the valleys,
The deop untathomed 508,

With all its rippling waves that play
And dance,about with gloo.

Thore's beauty in the lustro
0Of every twinkling star;

The colors of the raiubow, too,
How beautiful they are!

‘Wo gazo in silent wonder,
And whisper reverently,

#]¢ this world is so very falr,
Ob, what must Heaven be "

The Training the Lord Requires.
BY REV. JOBN HALL, D,D,

The Bible rule iy, ** Train up a child in
That rule is ad.
dressed to parents, to the Church and to
the Biate. 1t is never broken with impun.
ity, Parents, if you fail to train up your
ohildren in the way they should go, there
be broken hearts and hitter memories
some day. Brethren of the Churches, if
you fail to {rain up the children in the way
the& should go, thera will be dishonor done
to the Hoad of the Church. And the State,
g0 far as it is its fanotion, and it has power
over the matter, must heed the voices that
speak to it, * Train up the children in the
way they should go ;" forin s land like this,
where power is put inte the hands of such
f"“ multitudes, it is of the last moment
or the welfaro bf the community that there
should be not merely smart men; men
with olever brains, but men with sound
.hearts and right conolences, that the people
of the country may fear the Lord, and &o
Isnd be eatablished in truth aud in
righteonsness.

It is the part of the Ameriean Sunday.
,Bohool Union fo help forward in this great
work, It assists parents in the training of
their children by giving them a suitable
Obristian literature, It assists the Churoh
in the doing of this work by furnishing its
tonchers with the helps they require, by
aiding them in the great business of organ.
ization, and by keeping up that lving en.
thusisam by which men are strengthened
and sustained in doing the work of the
Lord. And finally, it supplements the
work of the Btate.  We are jusily proud
of our conimon sehools ; but let it be %ome
in mind that the Sundl:‘y-uhool is needed

ug of the common
‘school. T am afraid that the tendency of
the times is to reduce the tesshing of the
daily achools to the minimum. All the
more need have we, therefore, for coneen.
trating our energies npon the work of Bible
teaching on the Lord's day, that so wemay
send forth in the next generation men sat.
urated with & knowledge and love of the
tmtg a3 God has given it to uy in His
word.
I am afraid there are some who look
upon the Sunday-schoul as a safe play-
ground for their ohildren. The young are
ke}gt quiet there, and out of Jharm's way.
It is trune there ig that olement in it, and
we should bo glad that it is so, but parents
out not to be .indifferent, whether theie
children learn at school “humpty dumpty,”
or good Christian songs and hymns |

Bear in mind that keeping the children
away from peril is bat a small part of the
oloment that enters into the value of a
Sunday-school. The mustard is very good,
but it is not the dinner. Those things are
very good, but they do not constiiute a
Sunday-school. There are some, again,
who imagine that the Sunday-school is &
kind of » pillow, upon which the parental
consoience raay go to sleep ; and when we
ask them what they are doing for the re-
ligious training of their little ones, their
regly is, #* Oh, we send them to the Sunday.
school, and they have capital teashers
there, and 80 we fael easy about the mat-
ter!” Dear friends, you must nct feel easy
about ths matter. The Sabbath-school is
to supplement not to superseds, your exer-
tion. There are, ugsain, some who look
upon the Sunday-school as & kind of gen.
tle, gradual opening into good, respsctable
society. There are nioe people in the Sune
day-sohool, and eo they send their children
there. This is good no. far as it goew, but
it is & very small part of the recommenda-
tion of the SBunday-sshool, And finally, I
am afraid that thoro are parents in many
places, and many persons in the general
community, who look upon the Sabbath-
sohool a8 & kind of reformatory iunstitution
for the yonn% who being neglected in their
homes, and left to grow up in ignorance
and vies, are sent to the school as to &
house of oorrection. Now it is true that
the Suuday-school does inform the igmor-
ant and improve tho morals of the young,
but that is to take & very low and inade-
quate view of it, The Sunday.school is &

of the Churoch of Christ herself, organ-
ized for the work of training the generation
that is coming in Christian truth—in the
knowledge and fear of the Loxd.—Address

at Semi-Oentennial of American Sunday-

School Union.

Bx not emily discouraged, Hope on.
Hops ever. A’vory ox 3 l&onm

perionced
says that he has tly seen the o
u{' results follow %@r’l pufomrl”upl:-

A0 e Lot ot et

discouragements.



