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IIILD-RED. i
NVc are a Party," she told hiîn-" we arc tnrc."

L<)rd Caraven laughed.
IlThree is a very stualt number, Ilildrcd. What would Lady Hamiltoin

say if shse camne here and found that we bad not invitêid any une to nicci
lier? Raoul and 1 wauld be exliausted by the arnotint of liornage we
should have Io pay. Lady Hamiliton is the very queen of cectes."

"1 do flot like coquettes," said Lady Caraven, curtly.
"h would be woriderful if yau dit.," lau-hed lier hiusband. IlDark-

eyed and daik-haired wornen like you, Hildred, are gencrally severe;
golden hair and blue eyes take naturally ta fiirtation. Blut thai is no seule-
nient of our difficulty. There is but aise course open to us-to writc and
&&y tîat wc filhall bc dcliehicd. l'ou will write, of course 1"

"If yau wish it," said Hildrcd quictly.
"'lien wc wiIl draw up a list of people t0 in~vite white tilie is licrc. WVc

lnubt have saine eligible meni.
IlWhat docs shc want eligible men for ?" asked Il ildrcd ; and the two

gentlemen laughed ai, the question.
diIs she a widow ?" continued thc youug countess.
"U ne of thc yaungest, prettiest, wealthicst widows iii Pngland," said

the eari.
Lady Caraven felt a vague dawniDg of jealous dislike.
IlI arn alniost sorry that she is coming naw," put in Sic iZaoul "we

arc so vcry happy-all our quietness will be broken up and destroyed."
In lus heari Lord Caraven alitnut re-ecboed the wiah.
IlVou forget the lianor, Raoul," lie said gayly. "lLdy Hlamilton dots

niot visit everywhere; nor does she accepi ail invitations. I know a erman
é rand duchess and a Russian princess whomn shse refused."

"Wlat is her rule ini accepting invitations then 1" asked Jlildred.
"1 think, as pleasure guides her ini everytlîing, she goes ouly wherc she

tiiinks she shail tnjoy herselt," replicd the eari.
"i4Aid wlîat docs she think that she shal cnijoy here ?" askcd the youuig

wie anxiously.
.A glearn of niischicvous humer came int the carl's face.
I>cPrhaps a runior of Raoul's gallantry bas reached ber," hie said ; but

S'ir Raoul indignantly rejcîed tbe supposition.
Pcrhaps the Countess of Caravens had never uîîdertaken a task more

unpl casant ta lier than the wriîing of this letter, yeî it liad ta bc donc with
ail the graceful courtesy imaginable. Then the carl miade out a list af
pîeople whoni he tbought the brilliant young- widow would like ta micci

«Ihere," lie said- .11 we have an eligible marquis, a court favorite, a
rnilionaire, a philospher, and a soldier. Surely betweca tliin lier lady-
,Mhip 'Il receive homage enouglà."

is wvile noted with infinite satisfaction that lie bad flot uientioned him-
self. Evidently lie had no idea of paying bornage ta lier; but the words,

al nc af the yawlgesî, prettiest widows iii England," had madec a disagrc.
able impression on her. She could flot tell why, but she bail an uniplea8ani
loreboding that evil wauld conit fron the widow's vi:sit, cvii botît bitter
and sorc.

Il Therc is another ih;ng, Hildred," said Lord Carave-"' Lady
lamilton must havc amusement. V7ou will have ta la>y aside your work for

a sinîo and attend ta it. Wc must have a bal-a grand bail, flot a mere
dancine parly-we nmust liavc diiiiier parties and picnics, a regular round ai
cntertainments."

"And my work inust stand still ?" shec intcrzogaucd, rcgrctfully.
1 amn sorry for it, because 1 know that your bearu is in it ; but rank

aîid poslition have duties tIsai ie cannai ignore. Mecn a lady likc Lady
lamilton valunteers a visit, it is necessary ta reccive lier with ail courtesy,

Yau will bc able ta do someîhing, but flot înuch."
Slic sighed deeply, and lier beautifual fice ixicaine sad.
I arn sorry, dear,"l lic said kindly; "lbut fi cannai bc helped."
lie wandered whv ber fac- brightencd so suddcniy, wlîy sise lookcd uî:

ith a sudden glad ligluî in bier cyc«. lic badl called ber "«dear"I for thi
firi fine in his lueé, and hae liad'donc: it quite unconsciously. Thc warc
that nicatit so mucli ta lier was les iban notlîing ta him.

lie wondered why she spoke in a toile îhrough irhicli the swvceiest musi<
sccmtd to vibrat.

I sise nol mnd fi ai ail noir," slîe said, with a warms Ili aî on lia:
face , and, having ne ]cey Io ber rneaning, the carl said ta t.4nisclt tha
wornen wcre indoed iranderful creaturcs.

Hc would have thought so hall hie known lîow liappy ihiat anc word lias
usidc liis ynung, wie, boy she garnered il, int ber beari and po)ndere-d ii
luiw slic broodcd over iî with silent liappiîiess that cauld nal be put ini
irords; and hc did flot r--n know thai lic lîad uscd it. 1lc 'ould hav,
said thie sansie ta a ftiet... or a child, bc would not have uacd it ta hais wif
if lie hâd thoughi af iî or noticed wliai lic was saying, for the simple reasoi
thai bc coneidercd any tender words b)etircen peopile rhio ncycr could loy
cach otbcr nonsense.

Viîllu a lighi licart shc tcnt oui lier invitationîs. Sir Raoul wuiîdcre,
w'lien lie heard her singiag swct nalcbes of rong-wudcred with a sens
of gratificationî. Shc mnusi bc hapjîicr than slic tiad bcn, or slic would zc
bc so light of lîcti?

The invitations were ail acccpted, and due prellarations were mnade fc
rccciving the beautiffil Lady Hiamilton. TIlîc handsoines suite oi roouîîs i
tuie castlc werc 3et set aside for lier jthere was an air of expectatiou,<
subducid excitenien:, thla did flot quiîc plcasc the young nuisitesu
1lavcnsnmerc. WVhcn the carl had, as lic cxpremsd ii, lime ta think Ili

malter over, he was pleased-his wife perceived it in mny ways. il,
liagcred iîîli Sir Raoul, telling anecdotes ai Lady Hamiltonî, and ot ht
powers af fascination ; and tdieu Hildred )earncd that tlîey had been loven
whien youig. Wluy llîey neyer niarried, wby their lave canie lu aothin,
sise did îlot know. If any ane liad tried ta explain thie nîystery ai flirtitio
ta bier, shie would îlot have u:udcrstood, it. Iiiat pieople could play ai 101-
for the snere pleasure of playinj; ati, th lat il was possible te siimulate CîIUO.
tion for the niere sake of enjoying il, she did flot undcrstand. Lif-4 \V
full ai reality ta flie earnest, high.-souled wanuan who liad acceptedl lier fte
whth lieraisni worthy ai lierself.

I must flot bce jealous of this beautiful, Lady liatiitton," she though,
-"but it is almosi enougli ta make me."
The lavely widow %vas ta arrive ini urne for dianor. 1'hat %vas onîe 01

Lady Ilamilton's jracîices. She liked te lie seen first in th1e full gl<ir)' Of
litr diîiuer-dress, in tlîe full blaze of lier bcauty. Slie lived solely and tn.
lirely for lier beauty, and for the bornage it brought lier. If slîc hîad be<n
suddeuly deprived ai il, if any accident iad robbed ber ai it, she would
have been without a single occupationa in lieé: sîme lived for it, she studied
it. What would euit hec, ivhat becanie lier, what attitude showed herfiguie
ta tlie greatest advaaîage, wbat pose was tuost favorable ta thie di*play oi
lier graceful neck, what jewels looked best an the golden luair, what flo%.m
harnionited beat with tIse lace tluai was likc a llower-this was lier ouniy
occupation. She warsliipped lierself, the pecrfection ai ber owa face. ît
was no idly assumed position ; it was tlic profound study ai lier life. Ntc
did naturalist sibend sucre tine over a flower tItan shse did in the setcwoqs
ai a dress or a bonnet ; she braughî dil the powel's ai hier mnmnd ta bea
upan it. Slîc liked ta lîcar praises ai lier beauty. Slie was flot in thie least
fliatered irben any anc called hier clever or intelligent-no praise of! huer i
or posver ai repartee ever delighted lier. Slic: liked ta read iliat the
Ilbeautiful Lady Hfamilton"I had been ai sucli a baîl-she liked ta be toMd
that slic was the prettiesi wmaa in London. Maoreaver, slie was a
inîsatiable coquette. Aç for really ioviag any onie, she had never donc uuch
a tbiig. Perliaps the micarest approacli ta lave which sise had ever it lms
the kindly feeling shc liad had for tIme handsonic tari. She did amui man
lîim, because lie liad not mncy emaough.

She was a dear laver ai luxury, this ioveiy La- f Hamnilton. la ail bu
gay hife ai twenîy-tbre suitiniers ulie had known nioulina; -Le. Sise wanted
jewels ta deck lier hoveliness, sise wanted magnificent rooms, plcnty of sa.
vants. She lovcd light and perfume, anid flowcrs-she had ait the tastes df
a refined iroman ai the world. She hiked gaod pictures, ricli pictursqra
dresses, and slue chose fram lier loyers the one whîa could give thc most d
these îbings. Thiat wa Sir Geratd Hamilton. Certinly the hiandsonieuca
was bttter looking, but thien slîe had been tld tisst lie was eoebarrasscd a
circurnutances. She mnarried Sir Gerald, wba was about thirty yeara aIde
than herseli. .1 magnificent appoinîrnent hiad been alléed ta bita in loIn;
lio had accciîled it, and Lidy Hamilton, because stic kaew that slîe shoali
rCgm supretue there, menu with him. lihe chinat did flot suit Sir Gerald,

lie died, leaving lier thie whole of bis fortune, and Lady Hamiltoni retumod
ta England, moure beautiful, suore charmnug, more cexjuettish than ever. li
mas said ai lier tuai no mai coîîld resisi ber, and thai shse neyer scrupM
as ta wianing a heint or breaking it, if oniy pur I)we le lcisils-.
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it wvas tic cvcaiing ai thue day on which Lady Hiamilton w»a ci.peca^l
Several of tlîc gticstïs invitcd ta uneet lier liad îlracy arrived, and the yoMS
Countess of Caraven anxiously expecied lier visitor. $lhe had a stnq~
kind ai forebodiag about lier.

"lI wander," she said ta Sir Raoul, Ilif sainse people do bring îi.,tàoîtnx
miih thci. 1 have an idea thatLI.ady Hamilton will bring cvii ta mer

.Sir Raout lauglicd, and îohd h:cr in luis simple chivaîrous fashion Ilulà
beatitifut maman coutl bring only .;unshinc and 1ha-Ijiness ; but the ffl
cauntees siglîcd.
>"lchen ai Troy did flot, bring mucli sunsîsinc," slic aaid, l"and shcs
beautifusl cnaugh."

1 "lBut," objccted Sir Raoul, I here is a difference ; Lady Haumilton ls
nai ber fatal hoveliness. Times have altered; fia wmans face, I thxù

- will ever cause another thirty years war."
'ne young couastesu rcsolved upon beiag ar-ned ai aIl points. ieam

r fehi thisâ at lengiliher îuistress %va doing justice ta huerseli Shse was U~
t cvening vcry difficuit ta please-no drus mas pretty enougli ; site cis

one ai icngt,,h ai purple velvet, long, graceful, and muade mter a picturcsq
3 fashion ihat Hiidred particularly affecîed-cut square su as ta shair i
Ibeautiful ncck e'nd shoulders, with wide: hanging aleeves, fastcned ei

> dianuond knoî on the slixlder-a dress ihiat was thc triuripl of goodU~
r. no riblion, nofia oaers, no ornainents nor irimmingos marred fis g
e simplicity. Sise more no:hing but diaznonds mith it-a smal i ara Ù9
ru crowned the quecnly licad, a ucklace round the white throat, a sauall on
e on the white breast, and a bracelet an one af her beauiifuUy nildcd 1

Nothinge cotild have becs# more nusgnificea:, in bcttcr or simrplcr taste.
al Sir eRaoul lookcd delighited ibea lic saw licr. "lLady Hiamilton sf53
c veîy fitir," hc thouglit, "1but she will nat look likec Bildred."
st The carl did fiai notice citlier lier face or lier drcss ; bic adiuirtdk

skuill, ber genins, but lic was certainly flot in love wh hlis young wif.t
Wr I was with -,orne litîle curiosity diii the young counîess ment ta
n ber gucst. Lady Hamilton had been shown mbt a pretty litîle
)f where slic aw.iitcd lier hostessu; and these twa woanen mitawcrc sauts
)f ta cross cadli utlmcr's lives luokcd alnuosi cagcrhy ai cadi aLlier.
c e Lady C araven saw before lier a (al , grac cful, hovchy blonde, whlo 1


