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Our Young Folks.
you --
Do IT,
wife Know what yon've got to do first, and then do it
1gry Wkhat you do, do at once—~you never will tue it ;
vay. Let duty direct you, and never pooh-pooh it ;
ster 1f your horse has a Joose shoe, why, let the smith shoe it,
em 1 you're chair-back is broken, get the glue-pot and glueit ;
What you do, do at once—you never will rue it ;
nace If you're lesson is hard, work hard and ge( through it 3
ures 1l you're seam is ill-sown, get a pin and undo it
ther What you do, do at once-—you never will rue it ;
saud I( you'te burden is heavy then bend you're back to it
tand It won't grow the lighter becac-2 you eschew it ;
a of \What you do, do at once—you never will rue it.
ha
the SPEAK THE TRUTH ALWAYS.
2:::( Hearing a young lad telling what might have been called
a “white lie” the other day, and after a little, the truth being
istor . e
ople divulged, he was made to feel so thuroziuly uncomfortable
Hus- i would say a word on truthlulness te; the young people who
sometimes are so careless about what they tell. To hear
them talk one would think that to call black white every day
of their lives was of not the slightest consequence.

The stories they tell have only a grain of fact to every
keth pound of fiction, and when, on account of it, they get into
ht 15 “trouble,” there is no other way to screen themselves—they
ty— think—but to invent some other falsehood. Haven't you
e, seen such? Oh! how much better to tell the truth at first.
t are Now-—and I want you to note it—there never yet lived any
ways good man (or woman, either) in the world who was not re-
ghtly matkable for truthfuluess. This was the most conspicuous
ation thing about them, the very foundation of their characters.
‘hose Their word could be relied upon for the least thing, and every-
rd of body felt trust and confidence in them.
right The boy who tells falsehoods has a vervy 1ow mind, and
God there is no end to the mean things they are capable of doing !
g to You may trust them as far as you can and no farther. They
vinds go through life, suspected by everybody and shunned by every
1—ay upnight person ! Who likes the cold shoulder turned upon

them? Not one.
right Truth forever, then, say we! Let us speak, ever and
walk always, downright honest truth, and then we shall be trusted
ze of everywhere and wherever we go.
walk Many falsehoods are about such very little things, too,
dsum hardly worth meantioning, you say. ls it so? These trifling
matters, remember, often grow to be the most serious of all.
me- If we are found in little falsehoods people will naturally sus-
rteth pect us on great occasions. Perhaps you have read of the
ectly M boy in the fable who ruined his reputation by calling, ** Wolf !
La wolf 1" when t’ ere was none. He would have got qute as
hack bad a reputation if he had told any other lie |
Pride induces many persons to tell an untrutk. They-wish
to appear better than they are; or spite—to do an ill turn
to some one ; or cowardiie or lazicess—to be relieved of work
It they ought really to do ; or even greediness—to get what they
E" ot do not deserve !
— A falsehood-teller never has an easy mind. They are
l.Sl:Tl‘lle B always afraid of being found out. Every story wrongfully told
the is an enemy to one’s peace, and may any day be revealed and
: hold them up to contempt !
i?t“m A liar,” says an old proverb, “should havea good mem-
- ory " ; and how can any one enjoy happiness in this life who
': :l? B has always to be taxing their brains to make their statements
* T or stories correspand when repeated ?
roars Truth is the all-important virtue, the twin-brother of
"s(‘)’m hooesty, and, in fact, the very foundatipn of all the virtues.
T:: It is safe to say, a boy who speaks the trath always will grow
into an honourable, straightforward man, and in most cases
= a successful one. Speak the truth then, boys, and you will
1ty 2 B win the favour of God and man.
' core.
g like
b cu THE STUDY OF GOD'S WORD.
ong, ——
';in ifs Will it stimulate intellect ?
. Will it improve the mind ?
jainsl \Vill it enable boys and girls to become better and more
.+ with useful citizens?
fe, 10 Let us see. No other work of hiterature in all the ages
heat QN contains such 4 variety of thought, and the mind calls for
) variety in its food, the same as the body. Therefore, if the
"a‘g‘; Bible contains the greatest variety, it is the * book of books
ed 2 JNR for this purpose. The Bible also contains the deepest and
; and J most profound thought of any book, it is then the best book
sry 3 [ for those who aspire to thorough scholarship.

It contains the grandest and most beautiful imagery. No

.R"‘“‘ B other wock extant, unless first suggested by the Bible, carries
;:v: the mind to such lofty heights, or paints such pictures of the
o o[ ioner and otherwise hidden glories. Do we desire to have

R our hearts soothed with the sweetest poetry? We find it in
God’s word. Do we seek a little philosophy which touches
every phase of humanity? We have it in the word of God.
Do we wish to develop the mind, so it van grasp great
B questions, we.find that God has placed the geruis within His
gvord.  How important, then, that every yotng mind be
brought in contact with this Word, whose Author has looked
down the ages and anticipated evesy human woe and want,
I :nd provided for every grand aspiration. So we find in God’s
g word the elements which enable us to do three of the most
f important things affecting the race, and enabling all who will
to avail themselves of them.

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

t. A solid foundation-stone upon which to build a perfect
character.

2, Tive material and the aid for erecting a superstructure
which will stand the test of time and outlive the pyramids.

3 A linking of one's self to the mind of minds, the Au-
thor of both thought and being. Being thus uplifted to a
height which widens at each successive step, we become capa-
citated to take a correct view of all other subjects as well as
being in touch with the mind which is bound by no limits and
is constantly developing to us new and still more beautiful
thoughts,

This enables one to live in an atmasphere {raught with
grandeur, purity, and beauty, fitting the immortal part of man
for the enjoyments of these higher entertainments, found 1n
perfection only in the immediate presence of the God of wis-
dom, power, and love,

SKIPPING THE HA RI; POINTS.

Boys, 1 want to ask you how you think a congqueror would
make out who went through a country he was trying to sub-
due, and whenever he found a fort hard to take left it alone ?
Don't you think the ¢énemy would buzz wild there like bees
in a hive, and when he was well into the heart of the coun.
try, don't you fancy they would swarm out and harass him
terribly ?

Just so, 1 waat you to remember, it will be with youif you
slip over the hard places in your lessons, and leave them
unlearned, you have lelt an enemy in the rear that will not
fail to harass you and mortify you times without number.

* There was just a little bit of my Latin I hadn’t read,”
said a vexed student to me, *and it was just there the pro-
fessor had to call upon me at examination. There were just
two or three examples I had passed over and one of those |
was asked to do on the blackboard.”

The student who is not thorough is never well at hus ease;
he cannot forget the skipped problems ; and the conscious-
ness of his deficiencies makes him nervour and anxious.

Never laugh at the slow, plodding student ; the time will
surely come when the laugh will be turnad. 1t takes time to
be thorough, but it more than pays. Resolve when you take
up a new study that you will go through with it like a suc-
cessful conqueror, taking every strong point.

If the inaccurate scholar’s difficulties closed with his school
life, it might not be so great a matter for his future career.
But hehas chained to himself a habit that will be like an 1ron
ball at his heel all the rest of his life,. Whatever he does will
be lacking somewhere. He has learned to shirk what is hard
and the habit will grow with years.

A CHILD'S FAITH.

In a town of Holland there lived a poor widow. One
night her children asked her in vain to give them bread, for she
Y.ad none. The poor woman loved the Lord, and knew that
He was good ; so, with her little ones around her, she ear-
nestly prayed to Him for food. On arising from her knees the
eldest child, 2 boy about eight years old, said softly : * Dear
mother, we are told in the Holy Book that God supplied His
prophet with food broaght by the ravens.”

“ Yes, my son,” the mother answered, * but that was a
very long time ago.”

“ But, mother, what God has done once may He not do
again? 1 will go and unclose the door, to let the birds fly in.”
Then dear little Dirk, in simple faith, threw the door wide
open, so that the light of their lamp fell on the path outside,

Soon after, the burgomaster (a magistrate, or one em-
ployed in the government of the <ity) passed by, and, seeing
the light, paused, and thinking it very strange, he entered the
cottage and enquired why they left the door open at night.

The widow replied, smiling : * My little Dirk did 1, sir,
that the ravens might fly in to bring bread to my hungry chil-

n
drea.mdeed 1" <ried the burgomaster; ‘then, here is a
raven, my boy ; come to my home, and you shall see where
bread may soon be had.”  So he quickly led the boy along
the street to his own house, and then sent him back with food
that filled his humble home with joy.

After supper little Dirk weat to the open door, and looking
up, he said : * Many thanks, good Lord,” theu closed it fast
again ; for, though no bird had come, he knew that God had
beard his mother’s prayer and sent him timely help.

THERE is danger in impure blood. There is safety in tak-
ing Hood’s Sarsaparilla, the great blood purifier. 100 doses
one dollar.

AROUND THE WORLD.

The first of the C. P. R.’s Pacific Fleet, The Empress of
India, which was launched in Auvgust last, left Liverpoal en
route for Vancouver on January 8, and on Monday, January
12, at eight a.m,, arrived at Gibraltar.

On her voyage she will call at Gibraltar, Naples, Port
Said, Suez, Colombo, Penang, Singapore, Hong Kong, Shang-
hai, Nagasaki, Kobe and Yokohama, stopping a day at_each
of the ports named, and at Port Said sufficient time will be
allowed to enable passengers to visit Cairo and the Pyramids.

In connection with these voyages, tickets will be issued
“ Around the World,” mncluding choice of Steamship Lines
across the Atlantic and a rail trip over the CanadianePacific
Railway from the Pacific to the Atlantic. . w

The rate for this wonderful journey will be $600, including
meals 2nd berths. Programme with maps showing the route
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Sabbath School Eeacb_g_z.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
THE SHUNAMMITE'S SON. | > Kings ¢

Goroex Tex1 —The Father raiseth upthe dead and quick-
encth thent. —John v. 1,

INTRODULTORY.

March r,}
1831,

AV ‘le Elisha was the recognized prophetic leader in Isracl, and
at the vead of the schools of the prophets. he went from place to place
throughout the land in the service of God. On the slope of the
little Hermon was a small town then called Shunem, now Solam,
whete dwelt a religious and kindly woman. ler name is not given,
but she is known by the name of her place of tesidence, the Shu-
nsmmite. She had shown great hospitllil‘ to Elishs. \Whenever he
was in that part of the country, he made her house his bome. She
had set apart the upper postion of ber house, a simply farnished
1oom, as the prophet’s chamber. She and her husband are repre-
sented as in prosperous circumstances, but she was childless. Elisha
wterceded with God for her, and a sonf was given. The boy died
and the lesson to-day tells how he was Ypiraculously restored to life.

1. The Mother's Distress.—It was hatvest time, The little
boy had gone to the hHeld where the reapers were busy at work.
‘The intense heat was too much for him. It is possible that he was
sunstruck. His father sent him home to his mother. She took him
on her koee and there he died about noon. The body of the child
was catried up and fail on the bed in the prophet’s chamber.
The bereaved mother at once sets out to see Elisha.  Sustained by
affection and faith she journeyed from her home to Mount Carmel, a
distance of about sixteen miles. She * came to the wan of God.”
Elisha is s¢ desctibed because he was devoted to God’s service, and
because he walked in His ways. Tbe prophet from his command-
ing position on the mountaia saw the woman afar of. He knew
that there was somethiog seriously wiong when she had come so
great w distance to find him. He sent his servant, Gehazi, to meet
her, and told him to enquire :  ** Is it well with thee 2 Is it well
with thy busband ? 1s it well with the child 2"  To this she answers
¢ It is well” or **peace,” the customary Eastern salutation. It
might mean that as all things were in God's band, what had hagrened
to her was well, for He doeth all things well, or moze probably she
was ia no mood to speak with Gebazi, but wished to press on to
meet the peophet, and so, it. answer to the servant's enquiry, she
answers *‘ Peace.”  Pressing on she came to where Elisha was and
prostrated hersclf before him, grasping his fect, a custom common
still in the East when one earnestly urges & request (or the help of
one able to grant it. Gehazi’s nature was not sympathetic. hile
the Shunammite, overcome by her grief, gave veat to her distress,
the prophet’s servant, uamoved by the sorcow of the beteaved moather,
was for thrusting her away, just as afterwards the disciples forbade
the mothers to bring their little ones to Jesus. Elisha had truer
insight and deeper feeling. He had not yet learned the cause of
the woman's distzess, but he saw that it was deep, for he says:
¢ Let her alone ; for her soul is vexed within her.” God had not
revealed the matter to him, but his faith remains unshaken, and he
is prepared to listen sympathetically to what she hasto say. Her
sorrow is intense.  She feels heavily the stroke that has fallen upon
her. ller wordsare words of complaint : * Did I desire a son of my*
lord ? did I not say, Do not deceive me 2 The unexpected gift had
been recelled, and she had not reached the stage of resignation when
she could be able to say * It is the Lotd, let Him do what seemeth
good.” The prophet does not waste time in reasouing with her, or
makiog explanations, He actsatonce. He tells Gehazi, bis ser-
vant, to prepare and set out on a hasty journey tothe woman's home.
He was not to lioger by the way. He was to refrain from giving or
receiving salutations from those he wet on the road. He was to pro-
ceed with the utmost haste.  Elisha sent his sti.ff, the emblem of his
prophetic otlice, by his servant, who was to lay it on the body of the
dead child. But the bersaved mother did not leave. She was
anxious for the peixonal presence of the prophet himself. In the
strongest language she could employ she declared that she would not
leave him He well understood why the woman was so impostunate
and in his sympatky for her and desire to help her ‘* he arose and
followed her.” Gehazi was the first to reach the chamber in which
the dead child lay. He did as be was told, but no life-giving effect
fullowed his action. Ho was in all probability destitute of the faith
by which miracles are w:ought. He laid the prophet’s staff on the
bady, ** but there was neither voice nor hearing.” [le wer! to meet
the ¢s]xopl:net and the returning mother, but he had no cheering tidings
to tell them,

11. Elisha's Prayer and its Answer.—Elisha went into the
room where the dead child lay, and shut the door. They werealone
with God. The child was dead. The prophet could only use the
means that the sitvation obviously suggested. Restoration of life
could only come from God. He, therefore, wrestles in prayer for
the bestowment of this blessing. His prayer is ferveat, importun.
ate, believing. Then he stzetched himself oo the dead child. The
personal contact was not the means of bringing back life ; it was God’s
direct gift in answer to his prayer. The action was symbolic ; the
teality was God’s power in bringing the dead boy to life again, There
was carnest wrestling. Not at first were there any sigos of returning
animdtion. The prophet paces the chamber to and fro and aguin
lays himself on the body, and at last the light of life comes back to
the child’s eyes. “Then the mother is called and told to take up her
son. Her first act 1s one of deep devotion and gratitude. She fell
at the prophet’s feet, and bowed herseli to the grovnd, It is not
recorded that she saia anything, It is possible that her heart was too
full for utterance. As her grief had been intense, her words wete
few, so in the revulsion of feeling caused by the restoration of her
loved one, she has no wotdsto give expression to her joy. Vet in her
heart there was deep gratitude to God for the great mercy with which
she had been visited, and to God’s servact throngh whose agency
the miracle had been wrought. °*¢ She took up her son and went
out.” So great was her joy that she sought tobe alone, She desiy
not that a stranger should iotermeddle with it. Her faith was strong.
She had watched her loved boy while his-tife cbbed” slowly out.
When death came she wasted no time in wailing and lamenwiion,
but bastened to find the man of God whose help in her behalf she
confidently expected. She would take no repulse, being resolute in
ber purpose to have him come. She waited, no _doubt with eagegs. -
anxiety, while Elisha was wrestling in prayer to God, en these
prayets are answered, her gratitude overflows. Her has tri-
umphed. In her case we see an iMlustration of theifivincible power
of a living faith, It is as the spostle says : *¢ This is the victory that
overcometh the world, even your faith.”

- o
_ ;ys:nc:.i. fggf;zsnox\s.
Thet t of x“~ bys deep sympathy for all in distress.
God is tl¥een)'s spfagie.in every time of troeble.
Faith in @fs)the power that brings His help near, even in the

and giving full information as to stop-overs, etc., can be hadw® g, geqt distress.

at any of the Canadian Pacific Railway offices, _

The second steamer, Emdress of Fapan, is expectiedrto
leave Liverpool April T, and the third of the flesinZke Ent-
press of China, about May 15. ® »r

Divine power alone can raisethe dead.  Jesus is the Resurrection
and the Life.

The bestowment of God’s mescy calls for the deepest gratitud
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