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THE INFLUENCE OF THE OLD SCOTTISH COVENANTEKS,

That the Covenanting contest, in fine, served to promote what is well
called vital religion in Scotland, sppears undoubied. 'T'hat principle,
previously feeble, drowned in formalisms, and too ofien held in deceit
and wnrighteossnese, was, by a long ptrsecution, driven into the heart of
the nation, and has ncver yet been eapelled.  We grant, again, most dis.
{incaly, that there is £ vest differcnce between the godiiness of the seven.
teenth and that of the ninetcenth centuties in our land. ‘Fhat in the
first found but one channel—the prosecution of the cause of Coveriaited
reformation ; the other has diverged into manifold and sometimes cone
{radictory courses, It would not be well for any enthusiasts in the cause
of the Covenant, whether from England ur from abroad, to repeit now
10 one of out tural districts, even on escramental occasions, in oeder 1o
judge of the calibre, or the sincerity, or the intelligence of Scotland's
mety. Trly itis a winter sun that he must be prepared to see. The
setvices of the * preliminaty” days, as they are called, of the Com.
inunion, as well as of all the rest, ate now conducted entirely in the church.
The tent—once a temaining rag of the Covenanting banner—latterly, »
titre signal of disiress, ls extinct. The people flocked to the church with
perfect punctuality, but with listless looks, ‘I'hey sit before the preacher
not as hearers, not as patiaking of the same burning enthusiaem, for there
is little on either side, but either s formal worshippers ur as meagre and
captiows critice. Some listen, some lovk, some sleep, some yawn, soine
note down objectionable and others favowrite parenges; the question
with some is, at the end, " How lung has fre been?” and with othess,
* Has he not »aid something against the standards of our faithi” In the
Covenanting days, one waichman en the hills kept the congregation,
now a half of the congregation becomes a company of watchiness, (v
keep iteell from imaginary and ridicwlous dunger. The old rots and
routine of sentiment and of language still prevail, ftis as if the easth
had stood, and opinion been frozen up, for two hundred years. Not a
word that recognises the new earth now below our feet, and the new
heavens which wow expand above, is ever heard or would be suffered
wers itheard, When you lovk, you see faces like those of the dead
slating &t you ; and whea you listen, you hear tones of the sepulchre
teverberating on your eais, ‘The worst of it is, that the men ate often
tlever and conceited persons, imagining that theit view of peligion is the
only one possible among the good at present—that all who do not preach
it are heretics, and all who come not up to the very letter of its require.
meats are in imminent * danger of hell fire”* Atthe close of the day, and
48 the muliitedes return them to theic homnes, it ie with deep sadness that
you follow in their progress over hills and through orasscs—some
talking of ¢ bullocks,” others of the westher, others of politice—many
comparing preachers with preachers, and giving almost voiformly the pre:
ference to the worst; and nthers indulgiog in a sawurnalia of thought and
languege, which grieves you the mnore that you know that it has been
purchased at the eipense of much * tear and wear” of conscience, habi-
tade; and heart.

Subtracting, however, all this, we see & certain thing called True Re-
ligion subsisting amonget us, and which, on the whole, may be traced
rather to the influence of Covenanting daya than to aught later in our
land. There are still noble hearts among the peasantry, in apite of nar-
rowness and volgarity of views and feelings, \nd among the artizans,
vlthough infidelity has laid its withering grasp upon many of them. In
the middle ranks sgain, here is a great, maniy and enlightened picty.

sober evening light of devotion prevades many portions of the country
—tie relic radiance of that Covenanting noon, and it is reniatkable that
it is found precieely in those districts which wese most zealons §n the
Covenanting cause—in the south: and west. The great centre of Scottish
veligion is the clty of Glasgow. ‘This is the mighty heart which supplies
alt the veins and supporfs all the pulsations of our spiritusl life, Edin.
buzgh, with all its intelligence, is a cold, sceptical, and fieartless city,
From the influence of David Hume’s atheism, it has passed into the
shadow of the modified materialism of Combe. Religion i» indeed able
10 meintain its ground, but liule more, and dwells 100 evidenly in an
enemy’s country, sneered at by one species of philosophers, and ostenta-
tiously patronized by ancher, finding many pattizans in every quarter of
the city, but not pervading it all like & transforming leaven, In Glasgow
it is very different; it is, perhaps, the moswChristian city on earth. A
vast amount of wickedness of course, and infidelity there is in it, but the
pulse oithe town is true—its heart is sound—evangelical religion free
from bigotry abounds, and in it, almost all Scottish schemes of protestant
Christian philanthrophy either take their rise or find their most efficient
support. The spectacie of Glasgow on a Sabbath morning, is ove of the
most delightful kind ; the streets are all in a flood, and are all pouriog in
the one ditection of the house of God : masees of the middle clase, grave
parents leading perhape their children by the hand ; active, alent, intelli.
gent young men ; graceful and interesting females, mingled with muli.
tudes of well-dressed working-men, all apparently seekirg ** the way 1o
Zion, with their faces thitherward ;* sor is there the slightest appearance
of that starched formalism and grim morosity of which the Scoich were
once accused. Itisa ‘cheerful godliness, that their counteannces end
their coaversation discover ; and while great is their faith and great theis
charity, yet to them the “ greatest of these is Hope® It may be fairly
admitted that the fashion of the town, use and wont, the influence of Chal-
sners and other causes may have combined in producing this state of
things, and that with it, as with all outward dieplays of piety, much hol.
Jowness and hypocrisy are mingled. But we attribute more sull to the
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influence of the seventeenth centnry,  Glasgow has been Jin 8

great measure, {rom the surtounding cownties, all of which saterated with

the Corvenanting spitit and soasked with the martyrs’ blood; and theic
descendants have not, even amid the crowded theonghfares af the towns,
forgotien the glurivws soliwdes where their fathers worshipped and, died ;
and, afier deducung the necessary amount of prejence and affeciation of
mety, there ecema an ample snda pete residoum. A genileman of 8
steplical turn, unce enquired of a Scottish minister, ** Do you know any
uo® who believe in Chnstisnity l—ul conrse every body adimite it te be
the best thing we have got; but do you hnuw any whe beheve In its
pecuhiac claims ar vne divine tehgion @ 1, for my part, meet with nenc.”
‘T'he teply wae, waining the petsonal affront implied in the question, that

not only did he know smany individeals of high intelligence whe did
belicve in tlie highest pretensions of the Chustian religion, but that there
was Glasgow, a oty pervaded and penetrated by living, mosing, and
having its being 1n a profound belief of evangelical tehigion.

How long this may continve is an enquity which suggesia feors and
gloomy forbodings in consequence of that cloud of ecepticiem which hae
covered the continent with 11s geoms datknees, which has crept ke 8 miet
over & large community both in Scotland and England, a1 last fulding j19
fearful mantle round the country of the Covenant, and changing the cliage
acicr of Glasgow, till it becomes worre than one of oue Englich lapge
towns s but the certainty is not more manifest than is temporariness of
this eclipse.  Whatever mey be the case with ather eountries, $collsnd
can never long part with the blemed faith of Jesws, Were infideliay o¢
were popety becoming rampant in ity it were enough to move the arhes
of the dead ; the tomb ot Knox might be disturbed ; the bones of Bathe
well Moor might come together, bone 10 his bone, once more an esceeding
great srmy ; Cameron might spting from his moey grave ; the German
ocean might render back Butley and the rest of the brave dead which
were in it; and on the grim Grasemarket might reappear the array of the
men who had thence ascended, amid exccrations and agonies, the neapest
way 10 the Celestial gate. At all the events, the slumbering embers of
the epirit and the fire of the mariyrs would be blown wp in a blase ; and,
even were the churchi once more driven intoa wildernese, she would keep het
postand maintain lier quarrel there 1ill the time came when, on the wia
ol a great eagle, she should again emerge, and endewed with wew Jije,
and putified from old error, ehine forth ** faic as the moon, clest 8 the
sun, and terrible aw an army with banners.”

No easy thing, vetily, can it be to root out a reliyion, which, spsrt frem
itn own transcendent claims, has intetwoven itself arvund the heattsirings
of & nation, mingled with its eatliest and dearest nesnciations, eslowred
the thought, the feeling, the very blood of the land, becume a wowrce of
innumerable traditions, brought the national characier to its culminating
point and been baptized, agaih and ngain, in holy blood. It is trwe that &
“thing of beauty is & joy for ever,” but it is still more so, that & this
once believed on good evidence to be divine, and which has umnmk’
itec!f with divine trophies, is independent of time, may be derkened, but
cannot be destrayed, may even set like the sun, but ike 1he sun can only
get to rlee again in greater splendour than before, and shall remsin o
joy, 8 power, a truth, and & terror for evermore. Homour, again, to thoss
nien whose efforts have tended 1o cement and (o streagthen such &
system ; and jn teference to whore sufferings, and 10 the resuits which
have already and shall yet more 1ichly epring from them, may be applied
to the poet’s line—

* How that red rain has made the hagvest grow ™
~Herocs and Martyrs af the Scottish Covenant.

WHITE SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS.

At this time, when the attention of 50 large & portion of the Chrintian
world is ditected to questions about b.ack slavery in Ametica snd white
slavery in England, it may be of interest 1o siate some facts concerning
white slavery in New Englaod two centuries sgo. The péople in the colony
of Massachusetts Bay had negro slaves, and, until the adoption of the
State Constitotion in 1780, slavery was legalized in pur Gtate,

About two hundred years ago, many natives of England, Ireland and
Scotland, were in & state of sérvilvde in Momachustits. Afier the battle
of Dunbar, and also after the defeat of the followers of Chacles Staust, at
Warchester, by the srmy of Cromwell, Pasliament otdered the e
whoee rank was too low to eatitle them to 1he honor of being beheaded,
to be transperted to the plantations. They were sold to pay ?« the pas-
sage money ; masters of vessels took them as freight, which could be die-

of in remuneration for boih trouble aud espense. The Pretector
execused this execrable policy, and large numbers of the prisoners taken
in civil war were shipped 10 the West Indies, where they seon porished
by the climate. Others were taken on bosrd ships and brought e Maes-
sachusetts, The ship John & Serek, Copt. Greene, brought twe huadred
and seveaty to Massachusetis, consigned to John Kemble, of Charlrotgwn,
to be disposed of by him for the account of J. Beer and Robert Rich. The
invoice of these persons, with the instructions of their owness, and ihe
nnmn‘o:;bc prisoners, are recorded in the Baffolk County records fer the
yeor 1853,

The liviog cargo of the John & Sereh was sold to the colonists. They
were not sold to pegpe:usl servitvde like the Alricans, but for & lerms of
years. Some of these persons had kind masters, whe caly required bet
one half of their time, and sllowed them an opportunity te redeesn thom-
selves by the repayment of th=ir original cost. ‘The ebject of recordiag
the neines of this cargo in full upon the secords, doubtless was to ideatify



