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AY SYSTEN,

Presents a Serious Question
Not Easily Selved.

THE  LOGAL

Mine-Owners Assert That It Tends
to Retard the Development of the
Country. °

The svstem so generally in vogue in
the Yuken, that ot Jetting lays on min-
ing claims, is peculiar to the country,
Undoubtedly, if is-the outgrowth of the
bond and lease contiacts, which obtain
in the mineral bearing districts of Brit
ish Columbia and the Unitéd States,
but local customs and written agree-
ments have so modified the character of
‘‘lays,’’ that there cxists only a mere
resemblance hHetween them and the
formal contract of bond and lease. In
fact, there are no legal precedents
applicable to lawsuits, relating to the
interpretation of lay agreements either
express or implied, excepting such
precedents as have been established by
the territorial court in this judicial
district.’. This mode of developing
mining property was devised to meet
the strange conditions existing here,
Most of the claim owners, in the early
days of the camp, were not able to near
the exneuses necessarily incident to the
develupment of their properties, others
were not disposed to spend much money
in prospect work, and their ground was
opened by laymen Perbaps many of
the conditions which occasioned the
custom, have passed away; it may be
true. that this manner of developing

propérty’ has - survived ~its usefulness;

bat it is questionable indeed if ‘the
time wjll ever. come when lay agree
ments shall be totally discarded in the
Yukon.

Whether the lay system - is- advantage-
ous or not to the industry of mining in
this térritory is a serious question, and
one not easily determined. Withont
doubt the misdirected efforts of men
unskiiled in mining—who nevertheless
secured lays on valualle property,
retarded the development of some good
creeks. Sulphur is perhaps the most
notable instance of the truth of tnis
assertion. 'A year ago last fall innum-
erable lays were let by the claim owners |
on this tributary. As a general rule
the laymen soon became diss allsﬁed and
q it their bad rgports were |

have

properties;

based upon their. judgment; and as a |

result wrong ideas respecting the worth |
of Sulphur properties were | entertained
by the people generally. | It is uily
witnin the past six monthfs that| these

- false impressions have been eraajcated,

atid the value of “the creek has been
established by the prospect and devel
opment work of the claim owners
themselves. ’

There-are two-sides-to-every question,
and the one -in -respect to lays is no
Most of the men

who own
of lays operates disadvantageously to
the district generally. They contend
that lay men do mot thoroughty prospect
the ground, and that they are too essily
discouraged.. When the claim has been
ahandoned by.alayman its-market value
immediately ~dectease. On the_ «ther
hand, it js affirmed that innumerable
good claims have been opened by lay-
men, and_that the system has been and
)s of incalculabie benefit to the terri.
“lorys A prominent mine owner wio
does not care to be quoted or the reason
that several of his properties are let on
lays, said: ; e

“‘I believe that the conditions which
gAve rise to the lay eustom are passing
away. I do not favor the system for the
reason that 1t does. not tend to thor

. oughly'prospect virgin ground; and the.

unsuccessul cfforts of a layman too fre

quently place -a false. estimate on the.

worth of the property which he has
abandoned. After this winter, I shall
uot let any claims on lays.’’

It is undouptedly true that much dis-
h#s been occasiuned to

“cards,

|
|

i

{

I
I

claim owners and miners by lay agree
ments; and it is a fact that the system
is losmg deOI’ each _successive season.

: Balance AMN.

On the might of he 16th Mrs. John
Manniug at her roadhouse, 60 helow on
Bonanza, will give'a St. Patiick’s bali
to which the generai public 1s invited.
A pleasaist time is promised.

On the same occasion J. € Shufer
will give a dance at his roadhoiise on
Gold Bottom.- Shafer's dances
bgen leading sucial functions on the
crecks this winter. The landlord is a
crack violinist and - always makes his
dances a suceess. - Everybody is invited
to his St. Patrick’s hall,

FORREST CONVICTED.

(Continued from Page 1.)

that arly in Novembe he had request-
ed and had received a deck of cards
from the prisoner; that about three
weeks afterwards, when the Cunning
ham affair was published, he examined
the particular deck whi¢h he had in
his possession and discovered that it
was marked ; that hé gave these . cards
to Constahle’ Booth, and that the marks
on them were similar to those of the
deck against which Conningham had
plaved.

Tom Chisholm and Thomas Sparks,
on behalf of the defense, testified that
they had no knowledge of markcd cards
having been_ in use at the Aurora: both
of them swore positivly that Cunning-
ham ' and Booth, the latter particularly,
attempted to extort monéy by threaten
ing criminal prosecution. Forrest ‘e
nied that he hai dealt with marked
and corroborated Messrs; Chis
holm and Sparks in their statements to

the, ..effect ..that. Booth . endeavored  to

secure a -bribe, in consideration of
which the officer agreed to drop the
prosecution.

After the submission of the evidence,
the arguments of counsel and the in-
structions of the justice, the jury re.
tired” and within ten minutes returned
to the® courtroom with a verdict of
guiity  The prisoner will be sentenced
some day during the present week. The
penalty provided tor the offense- of
which the prisoner has been. found
guilty is imiprisonment for a period not
exceeding three years:« A fine, accord
ing to the statute. cannot be imposed.

The testimony deduced at the trial
reflects great discredit npon Constables
Booth and Cunningham. Booth is cer

tainly a disgrace to the efficient force.

whuw uniform he is permitted to wear
Were it not for the 'nasterly efforts and
resourceful mind of the crown prosecu-
tor, Th. m.s Forrest would have been
acquittea.

Tomorrow the cases of the Qneen vs.
(}nrl"nu, charged with receivinyg stolen
goods, and the Queen vs. McBeth,
accused of stealing a dog team, will be
called for trial.. The aetions of the
Queen vs. Murphy and the Queen vs,

I;a Prant - are—sét—for ~Tuesday, Marchr|

13th, . The trial of civil cases witl  be
resumed afier the eenclusion of Queen
vs.” La Plant, - Friday, March 9th, and
Monday, March 12th, - will devoted
to the hearing of motions..

Taking It Easy.

It is said that there are people now on
the trail beiween Bennett and this city,
who have been traveling for 30 days ana
are yet sume distance up the river. It
is not that the -trail is bad that they
make such ‘poor beadway, but that they
are hauling their sleds '*by band'’ and,
being well supplled with provisions,
feel that the more of the latter they eal
the less heavy will be their loads.

Fire in Monroe’s Cabin.
About 7:30 o'clock last evening the
(epartment responded to an alarm
which was occasioned by a fire in Curly

Moproe’s cabin, situated on tbhe north

side of Fourth slreet between Second
and Third ‘avenues.‘ The firemen  were
obliged to break 1n tne door and win-
dows in order to play the water upon
the blaze, and in a littie while they
succeeded - in quenching the . flames.
The cabin was not destroyed; but the
furnishings were either burned or in-

B
-

have.

| P. Social Ciub at Mcl)umnh

first  boat to leave

jured irréparably by water,  The fire
was evidently started by an overheated
stove. When the blaze was discovered,
Mr, Monroe, the occupant, was down
town and the cabin was locked.

'PERSONAL MENTION.

G.-E. Ames is a guest at the Fair
view. %

J. R. Reed, of Gold Bottom,
Dawson.

W. C. Leak is "among the gnests at
the Fairview.

J. W. Patterson, of Bonanza creek;
visiting the city.

Hn;‘h McKenzie, of Hunker creek, is
a visilor to{he city,

Joe Mock cme to Dawson from the
creeks yesterday. >

Dan - McLellan- recantlv afnved
town from the outsi.e. . iy

Charles Wage and wtfe ar\b\registmd

at the Fairview.

Miss Celia Smith will leave for the
outside tomorrow,

D. A. Campbel1, from 4 above upper
on-Dominjon, is in town

Park Tewell, Ymm 25 Gold Run,
spending a few days in town,

A Chisholm, from 2 abave
Dominion,
in town,

Sam Stanley und w1fe returned yester-
dav from a short visit to Mr. Stanley's
nrining property.

Charles Worden and wife arrived in
Dawson yesterday from the outside,
Tuney are at the Fairview,

M. F. French and Charles Baller were
discharged . yesterday from - the Good
Samaritan hospital as convalescent,

Thomas Llovd and Thomas Tiembley,
superintendents at 17 Eidorado, are in
town on business pertaining to the mine:

John Gock, # miner from American
creek, arrived here yesterday, He wiil
return to his properties before the end
of the week.

Mr. F. H Griffith will hereafter rep.
resent the N. A. T. & T, Co. on the
creeks.  M¥, Grifith Tias "héen associat
el with the company for some time;
but intended jeaving some days ago for
the outside. The companv, however,
hus made him such an advantageous
offer that he has definitely decided to
remain,

In Business for himself.

Angus C. McDonald, ‘'Big Mac,"’
who has been employed as teamster by
the A. (.. Co. for the past 20 monuths,
fias decided to go to work for nimself
and has” purchased a fine team and sled
and is now in position to do business,
The new rig has just come in over the
ice and is one nf the fneetin the city:

is

in

in

upper on

Smith vs M.muy umlght.

At Ford's gymmasium tonight Smath
and Malloy will meet in the ring for a
10 round go and it promiges torhe a
warm one, Besides these clever /people
there-w:li appear several other anjateurs,
who will fornish a splendid entertain
ment. = The performance  openys at 9
o'clock, '

There will be a meeting of the K. ot
Hall on
Thursday night.  All memberd are re
quested to be present to hear the report
of the executive coinmitige,

¥, w. CLA\“TO\I Hcc ¥

Shoff's Coug‘l Balsam ; sure cure

FOR SALE OR RINT HtAP.

Hotel Ladue, 89 Huunker is an/eight room
howuse, nently fuoiisbed 1o by and dog
house-. With good patronwee now- the vlean-
np-—the coming snwmer diggings-it rannot
fuil 10 be u goot Investimant ~— P8,

Regmn

When in tuwu.,uup At L
. Private dmmg rooms st the Holbosn.

e st e e e

The most popuhr house in town, the
‘Fairview ; new mlmgemem.

Best uuudian rye at the Regina,

The choicest goods and the eheupeu
pnceo. Roysl Grocery, -24 ave.

Imported Frencn peas aint “iniishrooms

50 cents per can. Royal Grocery, 24

ave,

The beat blend of Mucha and Itvu
coffee - in. Dawson. Roya!: Grocery, 2d
ave, : s ,

The Holbora Cafe for delicacies.

First Boat for Nome.

Steamer W. K. Merwin, now lying
on the Dawson water front, will be the
for Nome. Capt.
Talhot has rearranged -the stuteroom
accommodations so that 84 berthy are
available for first ciass® passengers.
Tue Merwin is a staunch sea hoat,
feet in lewgth, built with aeep druugln.
for the Poget sound busi ess, and those
who were accustomed to travél'on her
on

i
s

is enjoying a short vacation |

130 |

the Sound endorse the¢Merwin as|

'thy for the lrip fr
rnn-r to Ca Nowme,!

sale at Yukon Dock >
-~ Ry Al TALBOT,
c7f PRA\IKJ K!\GHO V Agwﬁ.

Public No ice.
NOTICE IS HERE#Y GIVEN that Ellen Ac-i
and Charles George lohanson have parelis
from the governinent the 76 33w res K
nx the Aeklen ground, amd that tnencfore
thev nre entiiled 10 wil the wr!m-e rights
therean, ;
All persons who have squatted there Arohere.
by notifieq thit they mitet settle w th the nhove
named rmpriw- sxal tne gronid be o Mom
Any f Aprtl 1900 for wng part of the gy
ocevpled by them on the iines of the !.%”‘r
ment entered inta by the said prnprh-mrn
the Guvernmen:, communieation  of
wgreement can bhe had either at the (‘mn
Timber Office or ut the office of 8. M Geslf,
Avent, Room “D" 4 O ©i's Ridg, o
Squntrers fuiling toseile with the éaid pros
prietor& hefore-the suid dare will runderlmb
selves Hable to ¢ fuerniont :
Pawsoh, 17th of Febenary, 1900,
(Slgnwn X G w«hl.l‘# :
! Crown Thnber & Land Am

€310,

Palace @rand
MARCH 11, 1900 -

SYMPHONIE ORCHBW
“Wm. Gorbracht, Conductor

Best Program of the Senson ~Reserved Sentson
Silert Reld & Co, Drugglsts

ZIMMERMAN & RADCLIFYFE,

Managers

S )
Snﬂle ll‘lkM M

Empire l:ine
THANSPORTATION & stomaae
s Subae

B

Seattle Offive, 607 First An.

S \ SN \ \1\’-\‘&&\‘-
5 ~

>
> o ot

Health is Wealtm‘

JOIN The Club ﬂr-w
$10 per nntie enthled
nh the uses and privileges of

the Club, Baths tree to mems
bers, Iuxruciions jn Boxing =~ .
and Wrestling. ‘ §oan

3rd Avenue BERT FORD, Prop.

C. .l. Dumbolton
...TAXIDERH

Hunlon hrllr In ynm game,
buy «all 1the hends und

birds you have

CITY MARKET - Opposiie D.-\'.‘l‘ Olr

CITY MARK ]:1

...NOW OPEN«..

Tons-0f Clolegst w

Wa rispeetiully solieit-the patro
time emuzmntn umd Rl ol

¢

.

Pwilt

«Che Finest Select

[+ K. Cor, Third 8t
mn aﬂmuw

AND

xmmq om the Ico, a F‘ul!

the best sea boat on the \ukun river, |




