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OU will, I am sure, understand that it
moves me very greatly to find - myself
for the first time on Canadian soil,

speaking to so vast a company of Canadian
citizens. You have come here this evening to
hear a voice speaking to you from the Old
Country. The voice that speaks does, indeed,
come from what is old in the Old Country, for
I come to you from a city where the Roman
Emperors were buried and proclaimed in state
by Roman Legions, and am the holder of an
office which is older than the crown of Eng-
land itself. In some respects I have felt that
some of these old memories have travelled
across the seas before me and were here
printed on your hearts. I learn what, indeed,
I should have known before, that I am this
evening in the County of York, and I have
been introduced to an official of whom it was
to be doubted if his soul could be saved, the
Archdeacon of York. The only thing I wish
to forget about Tororto is that, I understand,
having once had the unique and unspeakable
honour of bearing the name of York, it chose
to bear the other name of Toronto.

But let me say nothing more about myself.
I am not here speaking to you as an Ecclesi-
astic. I am here speaking to you as a plain
citizen on behalf of the citizens of my country,
speaking for a short time to the citizens of
York,and at a supreme moment in our common
history. You know—the Archbishop of Algoma
has already told you—that I have been for the
last five weeks visiting the United States. It
has been to me a most memorable experience.
It has, indeed, been evident that the land of
the free knows still how to treat slaves. I have
now, I think, addressed seventy gatherings,
representing about 80,000 of the people of
the United States. I wish to say here that
it is impossible for anyone like myself, coming
from that experience of watching the feeling
in all the great cities as far west and south
as I was allowed to go, not to see a moving
of a great tide of enthusiasm through the
people of the United States. It has, perhaps,
been slow to move, but, moving now, it is
like the great waters of Niagara (I saw for
the first time to-day its miraculous gathering
volume), and I believe ere long will form a
great part against the enemy of us all. I have
felt everywhere that the people of the United
States are waking up to the realities of war.
They are being filled with a new determination
to show that they mean the high things which
have been set forth of them, and that they will
make good the promises which they have
made. I have found that during these last
unspeakably tragic days the thought has come
home to them, perhaps for the first time, that
those heroic armies of France and of the
British Empire are really fighting and dying
for them, and they are proud to think that at
last their own sons have the honour of offering
the sacrifice of their lives at the side of their
comrades of France and the Birtish Empire.
Indeed, I will be quite candid with you and
reveal to you what has been an experience
that I cannot get rid of, that I have found
it difficult for the last five weeks to realize
that I was not moving through my own
.country. There was all around me -our com-
mon speech. There was all that the common
speech brings to our ears, all that is meant
‘in. the famous words, ‘“We must be free or
.die that speak the tongue that Shakespeare
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