
■

■

THE SEMI-WEEKLY TELEGRAPH, ST JOHN N. B„ MAY 23; 1906.

mMwmf:1|pjpFÏ-| y>.4><■, ™ Ü£vf. Ü?■■
« ^'T

V
4

THE REAL ISSUE. itas the regulars, ■whilctdjhü. Canadian con­
tingents as well as the Australian con­
tingents, which have done such good ser­
vice in the present war, were all prac­
tically volunteers and men of the same 
type as the volunteers of Great Britain. 
It is now pro-posted by -the British govern­
ment to extend the powers of the volun­
teer act by providing that volunteers may 
be mobilized in any great emergency and 
also to have the right to enter into an 
agreement rendering them liable to be 
called out at am y time on either home or 
foreign service. This is a wise proposi­
tion and will greatly increase the value 
of the British volunteer army, for army 
it is. We have no doubt that the volun­
teers could be increased to 500,000 men 
and with ttudh a fonce Great Britain 
might defy the world. As it is during the 
present war the British people have given 
the world an example of zeal in the cause 
of their country which has never been 
surpassed and hardly ever 
soldiers of Great Britain have proved 
equal to every emergency. The power of 
Great Britain to send an army across the 

has been demonstrated and the loy­
alty of the colonies to the mother coun­
try has been proved in such a fashion 
that no man hereafter can say that there 
is any possibility of the tie between them 
being severed. If the South African war 
has done much evil it has likewise done 
much good in proving the unity ol the 
Empire and the loyalty of the British 
people.

- .’ •>!' •ttuck, or apy old tiling for their votes. 
This dTives us to the conclusion that the 
good brother who suffers so much in 
Kingston can only hope for complete im­
munity from the insinuations of the brib­
er when he passes into another world. 
If he should survive here for a few years, 
however, he will probably find matters 

Seventy-five years ago

ednesfom and Saturday at 11.00 a

providing they s could obtain a. sufficient 
price. Now it appears that negotiations 
between the United States and Denmark 
in regard to the sale of those islands are 
off and that Denmark is no longer willing 
to sell to the great republic. There have 
been various conjectures as to the cause 
of this sudden change of opinion on the 
part of Denmark, but tile most reason­
able one is that a hint lias been received 
from (iermany that the sale of these 
islands to the United States by Denmark 
will not be regarded as a friendly act. 
The situation of Denmark with respect 
to Germany is such that bint of this 
kind would be equivalent to a command 
and could not be disregarded. Germany, 
it would seem, is ambitious to bold terri­
tory on tfiis side of the Atlantic, and 
( here is no doubt that an effort will be 
made to acquire parts of the West Indies 
as well as territory in South Africa for 
Germany in spite of the Monroe doctrine.
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A STULTIFIED PARTY. are
In demanding that parliament should 

undertake to investigate the circumstances 
of the West Huron and Brockville elec­
tions, the Conservatives arc turning their 
backs on a principle which they themselves 
established. The fact that the elections 
took place two years ago, and the further 
fact that parliament is on the eve of pro­
rogation, are not perhaps strong reasons 
against inquiry, but it is of the first im­
portance that parliament should not go 
hack to methods which were discarded 
fourteen years ago as being unsound, un­
safe and unsatisfactory. And this consid­
eration is accentuated by the fact that the 
Conservatives made the change, and made 
it for good and defensible reasons.

The principle we alluded to is the trial 
of all election cases by the courts. Up to 
1880 the committee on privileges and elec­
tions dealt with many alleged breaches qf 
the elections act, but in that year Sir John 
Thompson completely changed the prac­
tice. He could not, of course, deprive par­
liament of the right to protect its own 
honor and purity, but in respect of all 
irregularities arising in connection Willi 
elections, in which the integrity of the 
member was not directly assailed, he laid 
down the rule that such cases should be 
absolutely relegated to the courts. That 

has been followed ever since. The
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THE GOVERNMENT RAILWAY BILL.

. y

During the present session of parlia­
ment, the government lias been continu­
ally censured by the opposition for not 
passing a measure for the better regulation 
of the railways of Canada. Almost even1 
bill for the incorporation of a railway that 
has come tip in the House of Commons 
has been made the text for a string of 
speeches by members of the opposition, 
declaring that certain restrictions ought 
to be imposed on the railways and that 
(he government was • neglecting its duty 
in not passing a measure for that purpose. 
Mr. Blair, fortunately, was able to point 
out that a bill such as the opposition pre­
tended to desire was introduced at the 
last ffession of parliament and was deliber­
ately blocked by Sir Charles Tapper ahd 
his followers, the former declaring that 
lie would not allow the bill to pass if he 
sat there all summer. That is the kind of 
honest treatment the government receives 
from the opposition. Now a bill is be­
fore the railway iommittee, which was 
introduced into the House of Commons 
more than a month ago, for the regula­
tion of the railways and for the purpose
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on
KRUGER’S PROGRAMME.

Kruger, it i» said, intends to Abandon 
Pretoria and to take refuge in the moun­
tain region to the north ol it from which 
lie expects to be able to wage a guerilla 
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interesting programme on paper bat it is 

which will lie difficult to carry out.
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iption to him when he calls.

course
elections act gives a very wide scope to 
parties who may desire to take exception 
to an election, and they must consider 
themselves aa being without redress if 
they fail to take advantage of the means

one
llénnett Burleigh says that not more than 
5,000 Boers will follow Kruger into the 
mountains and we greatly doubt whether 
even so great a number will be foolish 
enougli to take part in such an exodus 
from the cultivated portions of the Trans­
vaal. Kruger lias grown rich it the ex­

il [ his neighbors and has wielded

I

within their reach.
The change made in 1880 had its founda­

tion in sound sense. Surely no one who 
stops to think, or who is familiar with the 
situation at Ottawa, will contend that 
parliament is a proper tribunal for the 
trial of election cases. It is impossible to 
eliminate partisan considerations from the 
mind oî everyone charged with the investi­
gation of eases involving the right of a 
member to sit in the House. If the mem­
ber concerned is a Liberal, there will he 
a disposition on the part of his fellow Lib­
erals to shield him; whereas his political 
opponents - w-ill be apt to proceed on the 
assumption that lie is guilty irrespective of 
the facts. The conclusion arrived at in 
the end can never be satisfactory, neither 
to both sides of the House nor the people 
at large. A committee of parliament lacks 
I lie machinery to properly try election 

and there would, under any lirciiui- 
be the natural suspicion that

of giving the government increased power 
them. Again the same tactics are turn

Serges and Worsteds.
ttttt-Wechhj over

being pursued by Sir Charles Tupper and 
a deliberate attempt is being made to 
block this important and necessary bill 
by every device known to old parliament­
ary hands. Should the opposition succeed 
in defeating the measure by making it 
impossible to pass it, they will no doubt 
raise the same cry that they have this 
year in regard to the neglect of the gov­
ernment with regard to railway legisla-

pense
without check and without anypower

consideration for others and he cannot

every size. The price $12.
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r sT, JOHN. N. B„ MAY S3, 1600. bear to think of being deprived of his 
authority and likewise of his wealth. He 
therefore supposes that others feel as he 
does and that he will 'be able to persuade 
his countrymen to leave their farms, their 
homes, their stocks .qf cattle and every­
thing that they have gathered about them 
after years of toil au if go into a country 
where living will lie hard' and the condi­
tions of life altogether more onerous than 
they have been with them in times, past. 
The Boers must be Very different from 
other men if the;.* seriously con-idor such 
a proposal. Their friy policy is to settle 
down on their farms, keep the peace, cul­
tivate their land and become good 
loyal citizens. Kruger’s policy would 
duct them to a policy of guerilla warfare 
which would only end in their ruin. La 
Verite, a Quebec Conservative paper, 
makes dire " predictions in regfird to the 
difficulties which the British will 
ter in retaining the South African repub­
lic, but these are largely figments of the 
imagination. The British can keep a large 

in South Africa at but wry little 
for this army will he mainly eom-

THE RELIEF OF MAFEKING.

le tidings of the relief of Ma/eking 

be heard with joy throughout the 

Id-wide British Empire, from l lie tomes 

England to the farthest dweller in the 
[hem parts of Canada, the mountains 

India or the wilds of, Australia I his

GREATER OAK HALL,tion. There never was in any country 
in the world a more factious, turbulent, 
dishonest and unreasonable opposition 
than that which exists in Canada at. the SCOVIL BROS. & COpresent time.

rersal joy will be intensified by the fact 

t. there has been for some time past a 
it anxiety with regard to* Yhé'SftÈ of 

t place. From the very beginning of 
Avar the best effoi^s of the Boers have 
I directed to'effefct its capture. It was 

flora the, cqtitre of British 
W in South Africa that it seemed tro­
uble to do anything to assist it. Mafc- 
jt standing remote from the other Brit- 
towns in that part of the world 
ted to the' natives British power, and 

months past It has represented 
power in adversity. Being so close 

border of the Transvaal, the Boers 
« able to invest it completely and to 

large forces against it. They were 
might express it at their 

i front door. But the defence of Mafe- 
I was carried on a thousand miles from 
■e Town and hundreds of miles from 
force that could assist it. Under these 

umstances the defence ol Mafeking by 
len-Powell must rank as one of the 

achievements of warfare either

ST. JOHN, N. B.CONCERNING BRIBERY. King Street,
Corner Germain. ,The Presbyterian Synod of Toronto and 

Hamilton lias' been wrestling with the 
seems to have

cases, con­stances,
favoritism prevailed on one side and pre- that Mr.I Washington, within Sight of the White j underwriting. We presume 

| House and tails of congress, speeches | Campbell refers to no new combination 
Tim rioting which has taken place in, ^ ,hat of jiourke Cockran, in' bl,t to *« °"e wh,ch W“ fOTmed ^

of the call I

THE RIOTING IN GREAT BRITAIN.question of bribery, and 
found it more or less puzzling. The mat- jmlice on the other-

The test of time has vindicated the 
change made by Sir John Thompson. bor 
many years there has not been a ease tried 
before the privileges and elections 
mittee of pail lament, that work having been 
satisfactorily done by the courts. To re- 

to the procedure which prevailed

ter came up in connection with the report 
of the committee on church life and work, 
in which the following statement appenr-

i year, by which insurance rates were m- 
whiv.ii this dominion is threatened by the ! cveasecj on all Canadian ports, and Ameri-

ir away Great Britain in consequenceenconn-
ing of meetings by Boer sympathizers is j o£ lhe UnitCTi states. The people j
not a pleasing thing to contemplate, yet • of L-ana(|a ],ave tried to live at peace frith | underwriters. It appears that all attempts 
it is but the natural outcome of that spirit j Hivir neighbors south of the fine, they ! to remove this discrimination against 
which lias been aroused by the war in ‘ i,ave always treated Americans with the Canadian shipping and Canadian jiorta 
South Africa. At Aberdeen, the husband gveat<svt courtesy. Their trade relations have been unavailing and that these rates 
of Olive Sehriener undertook to address with the United States have been large aTe Snn to prevail for another year. Prob­

and mutually profitable. They have been i ah|y the remedy pointed out by Mr. 
good neighbors emphatically in every re- Campbell is the only one that is likely to 
speet, yet hardly a year passes without |)e permanently effective, for even if the 

demonstration lieing made against present discrimination were removed there 
Canada by American politicians. How ;a n0 gUarantee that it would not be again 

times have the people of Canada renewed on soiree pretext or another. The

ports given the preference by Englishcaned:
“We are asked to say if the sin of giv­

ing and receiving brilles or commissions 
in connection with polities or business 
is prevalent, and, if so, what is being done 
to expose and condemn the evil? We re­
gard it as a lamentable tiling for Canada 
that such à question needs to be asked. 
And we doubt if much information will 
be elicited by asking the questions in this 
categorical way. For what minister or 
session, except by accident, is likely to 
know what political corruption may tie in 
their midst? Our reports in many 
are blanks on. this point, which we take 
to be a confession of ignorance on the 
real state of affairs. Such reports ns do 
touch the point are by no means of one 
tone, which, of course, is to be expected. 
Here are some of the verdicts received: 
■No session in the Presbytery has ac­
knowledge of bribery.’ ‘One session only 
reports bribery as prevalent.’ ‘As many, 
if not more, than formerly will take 
bribes.’ ‘Too prevalent.’ ‘Impossible to 
sell a vote here.’ ‘General disgust at re­
cent revelations,’ and so dn. One thing 
is sure, Canada is not maintaining her 
high tone of political integrity, and it 

.. all our Presbyterian people to 
their hands scrupulously clean of

repre- ai my 
expense
posed of Zulus drilled after the European 
fashion and therefore more than capable 
of coping with any guérilla Boers who may 
show themselves about the settlements. 
It lias been part of tile policy of the Boers 
always to oppress blacks and now it will 
bo the business of the British govern­
ment, if the Boers do not behave them­
selves, to place the neck of the Boer under 
the heel of the black man.

vert
anterior of 188U would be a backward step 
quite antagonistic to public judgment. Yet 
the Conservatives seem willing to take it, 
however much they may stultify them­
selves in the doing of it. In the eases 
which they have brought up there may 
have been irregularities, or there may not. 
The charges rest upon the evidence of a 
men whom even Mr. Borden, who intio-

some ta pro-Boer meeting an<l the result 
that great disorder ensued and the meet­
ing was broken up. Olive Sehriener is a 

who has written largely and favor-

was

r J

somewoman
ably of the Boers and-«whose brother is 
the premier of Cape Colony, a person who 
is generally suspected of disloyalty. Under 
the circumstances, therefore, it was a very 
imprudent thing for tlic Sympathizers 
with the Boers to hold such a meeting 
and while we maty regret that the right

L eases manyg as one
been threatened by forcible annexation?, Hnglkeh underwriters are generally so ig- 
liow many times have they been told norant of Canadian wafers that they are 
that they only existed on the sufferance lmable to discriminate between risks to 
of flic Unified Stales? How many times the port of Montreal and risks to ports

like Halifax and St. John, but lump them 
all together, while they give lower risks 
to vessels going to Portland and Boston 
which encounter the same danger which 
is met by the vessels which are bound 
to Halifax and S,t. John. We have no 

at Canadian doubt that a large Canadian, insurance 
company, confining its business exclusive­
ly to risks in Canadian waters and risks 

of becoming a prosperous commun- on Canadian vessels, would be extremely 
It is unfortunate that there should prosperous. It would start with a very-

large business and this business wmdd not 
United Staves aud that neither the rccnl- be taken away from it even should the 
lection of past favors nor the existence English underwriters come to their senses 
of friendly relations can deter them from and remove the discriminating rates 
heaping abuse on all who live under the against Candaian ports.
British flag. Therè is something childish 
and absurd in such utterances as those of 
Bourke Cockran and yet by many it would 
be accorded as a policy to be looted for­
ward to in the future, and it may be that 
some time or another his threats may be 
attempted to be carried out. The people 
of Canada therefore should stand on their 
guard and lie prepared to resist ail at­
tacks on their liberty, and if they are 
faithful to themselves we are convinced 
that they will lie invulnerable and that 

attempt to coerce Canada and to drive 
it front under the British .flag will fail 
as completely as tllie attempt that was 
made in the year 1812.

dueed the matter, was careful to say lie 
could not vouch for. Even though there 
may have been tampering with the ballots 
by a few rascally gamesters who secured 
admission to two polling booths, would it 
be seriously contended that a committee 
composed of Liberals and Conservatives, 
sitting within a few months of the gen­
eral elections, could promptly and satis­
factorily try the matter?

The fact is, these proceedings in the 
House are part of the Tory campaign. The 
opposition care nothing about the XV est 
Huron or Brockville elections. Those con­
tests are things of the past. What they 
wanted was a refusal to investigate. They 
knew they would get it if they made the 
demand; that Sir Wilfrid Laurier was 
bound by the safe and established prac­
tice of fourteen years to give it. . They 
have got it, and are thus enabled to go 
before the country with the statutory de­
claration of one or two confessed black­
guards and charge that the government 
shielded the perpetrators of the alleged 
frauds. Such a cry would be much more 
to their taste than a discussion of the 
fiscal policy of the Liberal party. But they 

discounting the judgment and per­
spicacity of the people. The game is too 
transparent to lie e/ycessfully played, as 
they will surely d-'jeover.

BADEN-POWELL. have they been the subject of insults and 
attacks because they choose ta live under 
the British flag and not under that of a 
country which is to them foreign and in 
part hostile. The policy of the United 
States has in times past in tariff matters 
been deliberately aimed 
trade for the purpose of making our posi­
tion intolerable and depriving us of the

of free speech should be aVridged in any 
way, it is impossible to shut our eyes to 
the fact that in times of warlike excite-* 

allowance must be made for the

:
It was a great piece of good fortune that 

placed the defence of Mafeking ill the 
hands of a man of genius like Baden- 
Powell, instead of some officer of Ordinary 
capacity. Yet thin is one of the tilings 
for which Lord Wolseley must receive 
the credit, for it was he that sent Baden- 
Powell to South Africa. This officer was 

of mark before the war in South 
Africa commenced and there is no ques­
tion that of all the men engag'd in the

ltest
lucient or modern times. Other cities 
C been bravely (Intended in times past,
, hardly any with such skill and intel- 
nce, or in which such small means were 

to effect so great a result; for Mafe- 
when it was invested had no regular 

•eg, it had no large supply of arms or 
feunitibn, it had no large stock of pro- 

. Colonel Badcn-Powell therefore in 
lertaking to hold it against the over- 
aiming forces of the enemy'had to im- 

everything. He had to look up such 
as were about there and convert 

in into-'soldicrs, he had to take a body 
tatives and make soldiers of them also, 
had to manufacture ammunition, lie 

the country for provisions 
jr to the investment; he had to erect 
|ificnfions callable of standing off the 
b,y so that they could not approach 
1er to the inhabited part of the town 
t he even made a cannon which has 

efficient service in the defence 
If ever a man deserved the 

tityde of his country 't's t ,'olonel Jladc-n- 
ivell, the heroic defender of Mafeking, 
l the men under his command are also 
tklly deserving of honor. We trust that 

services .of all those men will be duly 
ognized by the government for which 
y have done so great a work.

ment
heated feelings of those who find persons 
who are rttsiiecled of disloyalty endeavor­
ing to propagate their opinions, 
is no ground whatever for sympathy with 

In this contest they have

There
behoves 
keep
this growing evil.”

On the face of it, the report just quot­
ed ought to be regarded as reassuring. 
Even that report which refers to “general 
disgust” reveals a healthy public senti­
ment, although it is barely possible that 
this feeling was attributable to disappoint­
ment rather than a genuine aversion to 
the practice itself. We fancy the corrup­
tion of voters is more the reproach of 
certain localities than of the country as 
a whole. Yet one good brother reported 
sweepingly on the subject. Bribery, be
said, “is everywhere and in everything. 
Where shall we go to escape the tempta­
tion? I gave up my grocery man because 
of his bribery in crockery, 
butcher because lie offered me trading 
stamps. I gave up my religious paper lie- 

bribed with an elegant Bible. Bnh- 
is rampant everywhere” One 

not help feeling sorry for a 
driven from pillar to post, and the report 
makes reference to him in these consoling 
■words: “We are in hearty sympathy 
with their righteous sentiments, and 
feel sure our good brother must rejoice 
that there is in reserve for him a better 
place than Kingston, where there are no 
trading stamps or crockery.”

It is observed that the report does not 
specify this “better place;” but we take 
it for granted that it does not refer to 
New- Brunswick. This is a grand old 
province, with a magnificent climate, a 
rugged people and glorious traditions; but 
it is to be feared that help and there 

be found who is filling to sell 
learned the

the Boers, 
proved them selves to be faire, treacherous 
and hypocritical. They brought

by their ultimatum which demanded

meansl ity.
be such an anti-Briti->h clement in thethisona man

war
practically that Great Britain should re­
tire from South Africa. Why a British 
subject should sympathize with the Boers 
is therefore inconceivable. At the same 
time it is bo be regretted that violence 
should be us 2d against those misguided 
persons who are now attempting to stem 
the overwhelming tide of public opui.on.

!
!OILS

contest he has won the most renown, 
not even excepting Lord Roberts himself.
Baden-Powell is an Englishman and is 
the son of the la.be Ilev. Baden-Powell of 
Oxford and Langton ManoV. He was born 

the 22nd February, 1857, and joined

THE RELIGION OF THE FUTURE.
tie men A commission has been appointed in 

New York to investigate the tenement- 
house system of that great city. No fixed 
plan of procedure has been adopted al­
though it will probably be one of the 
objects of the commissioners to ascertain 
what has been done in other large centres 
of population. The problems to be solv­
ed do not, happily, exist in our own 
city; but the day is not far distant when 
regard must be had to 1 letter methods of 
housing the poorer classes among ns. 
Hitherto there has been a disposition to 
let these matters take care of themselves; 
but in the same sense that we pre all con­
cerned in the sanitary condition of every­
body's premises we arc also concerned 
in everybody’s general circumstances of 
life. We may therefore watch with in­
terest the work of the New Vork 
mission.

on
the 13th Hussars when he was nineteen 

old. He served in that regiment THREATENING CANADA'.years
in India, Afghanistan and South Atrica 
and everywhere with credit to himself 
and advantage to his country. He was 
chief staff officer in the Metalx'lelqnd

t to scour
Mr. Bourke Cockran, of New York, in 

the course of his address at tii? Washing­
ton pro-Boer meeting on Sunday evening 
took occasion to make threats against Can­
ada. ' After strongly advocating the up­
holding of the Monroe doctrine and add­
ing that he agreed with Secretary Boot 
that the United States must lie prepared 
to fight for it, he went on to refer to 
Canada, lie said that he 'believed Camlaa 
as a British possession was a menace to 
the Monroe doctrine and as a possible 
result of the war lie suggested that in­
stead of the extension of monarchical gov­
ernment in South Africa the consequence Company, 
might lie the extension of republican au- that lie states that there is a 
thority over monarchical government, of marine insurance companies in England
This, of course, is a direct threat against for the purpose of advancing insurance 
Canada uttered not by a man of any rates on Canadian cargoes. Mr. Camp-
great political importance, but yet one belt points out, what is veij obvious, 1 nit
h 1 would greatly injure faith, and more that concerns the wellwhose eloquence has given him a cerium such a combination wouiu „itau> J . ifollowing™1 Mr. Bourke Cockran represents the port of Montreal, and he expresses be.ng; of our neighbor Men w.U see that
Tammany Hal. in New York and hU the opinion that the best thing the Cana- the teachings of the Master have been

ss -.... -

I left my are

cami aijrn and a*- a reward for his ser­
vices was promoted to the command ol 
the 31 h Dragoon Guards. In the spring 
of last year he had just returned from 
India and was walking along Pall Mall 
when Lord Wolseley met him unexpected­
ly. The commander-in-chief asked h;m 
what he was doing there and sent, him olt 
immediately to command the Frontier 
Irregular Force 'and undertake the defence 
of Mafeking. He reached his destination 
in good time and at once began to pre­
pare the town for a siege which he knew 
to be inevitable in the event of war being 
declared. How well he succeeded the re- 

Col. Baden-Powell js the 
excellent

ancan- 
man thus

ery THE BRITISH VOLUNTEERS.
te very The British volunteers have always 

been regarded to a large extent as 
ornamental body, although they number 
-upwards of 250,000. Military men have 
called them amateur soldiers and have 
said that they would be found of very 
little use in the field in case of an in­
vasion of the country. These opinions 
will have to be greatly changed as a re­
sult of the South African war, because 
it has l»eeii fourni that amaUur soldiers 
have? been able to do just a* good work 

the field as the highly trained 
who has sjK»nt three years under tin* drill 
sergeant and who can set their caps on 
their well oiled heads at the precise angle 

name thing may he raid of Nova Scotia which looks most fetching to the mir^ry 
and Prince Edward Island, ivliile up in maids of London. A good many xol-i 
Quebec there are raid to le score» of tcera have gone to South Africa and have 
people who will take mondp, or store proved themselves just as good soldier.

the piace- an
MARINE INSURANCE RATES.we

A Montreal despatch to the American 
states that Mr. W. 1). Campbell, 

of the Elder-1 lempster Steamship
papers
manager

has arrived in that city and
combination

eom-

prob- 
Uti* that

of

The religion of the future w 
ably be a more practical thing t^ 
of the past.There will be less of 
it, less of dogma and articlessuit shows.

author of several books; he is an
artist and is renowned for his 

in all kinds of field sports. He was

THE DANISH WEST INDIES. manon
amateur 
success
familiar, with the Boers and their ways 
and understood all the conditions ol 
South African warfare thoroughly, -hence

jjiç purchase of the Danish Mest In- 
8 by the United States has been regard- 

important object ever since the 
nt. 

gall
he years have been ready to sell the 
pd of St. Thomas and its appendages,

a man can 
his vote. So far as we haveaa an 

ond ndminim.'OKLBwould seem his success.
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