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‘“’Che Mat!"”

“Ya tuan.”

“Are the boats in readiness for to-
morrow? I would start with the first
light.”

“All has been done according to the
tuan’s order. There be three . great
boxes sealed with damar and bound
with rattans; the small boxes, of much
weight, fllled with the tuan’s books are
beneath the kajang, and tomorrow, ere
the flies awake, I, the tuan’s servant,
will place such things as remain in the
prau Bintang. Ahi Allah-hu. My liver
4s as water within me, I and the other
elders of Pasir Loang. Surely our
hearts are heavy and wasted with

' to watch the dancers and the rice-pot

gorrow. The women have no heart
burns untended, whilst they recount
the tuan’s virtues. Allah ho Akbar,
God is great. Surely it is written that

. good deeds are as an ever-blossoming

plant, and doubtless, the tuan will at-
tain much honor among his own peo-
ple. Has the tuan any further or-
ders?” i

The speaker, an old Malay, stood
motionless, his hands by his side,
whilst the white man turned, and rum-
maged in his pockets, bringing out a
couple of bottles.

“«oChe Mat, here are two medicines.
This is the strong ubat for the stom-
ach cramps and the Chilly Death. See,

: 1 have written thereon, in the Malay

character—For & child five drops, for a
youth ten, and for a man or woman,
full-grown, fifteen. This to be drunk
fasting; a.little rice-water to be given
also when stremgth faileth greatly.
Here too is brandy; use it but sparing-
1y, as a medicine it is lawful even to
8 true believer in Islam. Further, the
house on the hill-side, with all therein,
the padi fleld, and the cocoanuts are
given to the woman Majidah. Let not
her stay with you be troubled; but
should she desire to return to her own
people in distant Atchoh, give a fair
price for the land, and let her go in
peace. I have written of these things

to the tuan Easton. He is a servant °

of the government, therefore, to this
matter, for well I know that she being
@ stranger and fair as the growing
moén, is evilly spoken of by many in
the village.”

“Tuan, will the woman Majidah stay
this night in the tuan’s house?”

“Certainly, have we two not lived
together since first I came among you?
/Why then does 'Che Mat ask this?”

“pPermit then, tuan, that I and a

few of the young men watch within,

the fence. Stay, let me speak, it is for

 the tuan’s sake that I make request.

For long the woman Majidah has be-
witched the tuan by her beauty, and
seeing that she loved you above all
men, we of the village hold our peace.
f'uan, hast thou not heard of the peo-
ple of Korinchi, of whom is Majidah,
who, by black magic, which, Allah be
praised, I know not, can assume the
body and spirit of the Hairy One, ‘To
Rimau the Tiger? Tuan, bear awith
me a little while. I am an old man,
and I speak true talk. Since first it
was neised abroad that the mines were
to be closed, and the Chinese returned
to their-own country, We have thrice
séen it of the Hairy Face pass through
the village, and but two nights ago a
pig, belonging to Ah Xwan, the
trader, was found haif eaten in the
'Janang grass by the tuan’s well. Have
@ care, tuan, have a care, for when
by chance the love of the woman turns
to hate, no djinn from the lowest hall
of Elbis can match her®desire for re-
wvenge. Tuan, may I give the order?”
Sanéford, late accountant to the new-
1y defunct tin mines of Tiga Batu, had
lived long among the Malays, both in
the Dutch islands and on the peninsula.
The story of the tiger was not new to
him, and he saw that ’Che Mat, his
trusted henchman, and Penghulu, or
chief of the tiny jungle Kampong of
Pasir Lolang, firmly belleved in the
truth of his story. Majidah was in-
deed a Xorinchi woman, and when the
great failure of the tobacco crops forc-
ed him to leave Sumatra almost a
beggar, she had refused to leave him,
and together they had lived in Singa-
pore for some months, she 'doing all
ghe could to eke out his scanty sav-
ings. Then, on his getting the ap-
pointment to Tiga Batu, far from all
civilization, she went with him, and
her untiring devotion had gone far to-
wards making those five years pass
pleasantly enough. However, the end
had come. Tiga Batu mines were to
be closed, the low price of tin not
sufficing to pay working expenses, and
he was the last of the staff to go.
Fourteen years in the tropics. Well,
it was time for a spell at home. He
bad saved a little; at Pasir Loiang it
was impossible to spend money, and

his berth was booked. After all Maji-

dah had taken it calmly. She had not
raved or threatened, or gone into hys-
terics as her western sister would have
done, and even forced a smile at his
realistic description of an English win-
ter. It was a <wrench nevertheless.
Sandford had been very found of the
girl, and the future without her looked
blank. It was impossible to take her
with him—yet—he fell into a brown
study.

“puan, shall I give the order?”

. 'Che Mat's voice broke the train of
thought.

“No. Am I a child to be scared by
the chatter of old women, and the
fancies of growing youths? Let no
harm come to Majidah when I am
gone, or it will be a bad day for the
Kampong. For assuredly Tuan Easton
will not rest until the offenders be
punished. Now go, and see that I be
not disturbed by such idle tales any
more this night.”

'‘Che Mat drew himself up. *I go,

tuan, but I bear no idle talk, as the
tuan knows: What is written is writ-
ten and cannot be averted. Salaam
aleikoum (peace be to you.)” Mechani-
cally the white man gave the custom-
ery reply, “M’aleikoum salaam (to you
be peace,)” and the two separated,
'Che Mat going towards the village;
whilst Sandford walked past the empty
workings of the mine, through the
locse jungle scrub and up a narrow
winding path that led to the little
brown-roofed house where Majidah
was waiting' with the evening meal
for the last time.

He opened the gate of split bamboo
that gave into the compound, and en-
tering the house, flung himself into a
chair and gazed across the valley,
where the rapidly falling dusk was rap-
idly blotting out all semblance of form
and shape from the picture, save where
the distant hilltops stood out in high re-
lief against the brief afterglow of the
sunset. The deserted coolie lines, filled
but a few months back with noisy Chin-
ese, busied at this hour with the rice
pots and the gambling mats, lay be-

neath him; silent as the grave. Sud-

denly from the house came a faint rus-
tle of silk, and the quiet tread of bare
feet.

“The meal is prepared. Will my lord
eat? Nay, I will not eat with the tuan
this last night as I have been wont to
do, and as do the white mems whem 3 §
have seen in the city. I, Majidah, am
but a hubshi, a black woman. There-
fore let all that has passed between us
be forgotten, even as thou hast forgot-
ten the little one asleep yonder on the
hillside. See, here are fish and fowl,
sweets and sours, with rice such as the
Arabs love, boiled in the whitest oil of
the cocoanut. Eat, my lord, and when
thou hast satisfled thy hunger I will
bring coffee and the betel nut, for on
the morrow the tuan returns to his own
land, his own race; while I must follow
that which is written, and become an
outcast and a byword among my peo-
ple.”

The man passed into the inner room,
and seating himself closs-legged on
the fine white matting, picked idly from
the piled up platters ranged before him
on the great brass tray. But the spice
of the curry had lost all savour, and
he sent the food away, and called for
his boy. Majidah came to the doorway.

“Tuan, we two be alone. Bedin has
gone to the village; he also will leave a
sad heart behind him.”

Sandford looked at the girl. The
lamplight shone softly on her face as
she stood in the doorwa: framed
against the black background of the
night, her liquid brown-eyes sparkling,
with just the suspicion of a tear. under
the delicately pencilled eyebrows, her
head, lily poised on a neck of faultless
symmetry, embodying in the fulness of

her beauty all the-charm and seductive |

mystery of the never changing East.
And as he looked 'there came over
Sandford in a resistless tide the me-
mories of the past, bearing away as
with the flood the forethought and the
specious reasons with which he had
consoled himself but a short hour ago.
After all, what ties bound him to Eng-
land now? Why not stay here, loving
and beloved? Very little would suffice
for their existence, the mine, though
unprofitable to a large company, would
yet yield a fair return to native labor
when carefully supervised. Many a
better man than ne had given up coun-
try, kindred, nay, even honor iteelf at
the call of the magical East. He, too,
would follow the easy path, and with all
to gain and naught to lose spend the
remainder of his days in the morning
calm of the Malayan jungle.

He took a step towards the woman,
standing motionless save for her heav-
ing breasts. Then as he drew near,
some sudden insight seemed to show
her his thoughts, and with a cry of
relief she threw herself into his out-
stretched arms in a passion of tears,
her head with its dark, lustrous mass-
es of hair. lying on his shoulder, ‘“Ma-
jidah, little one, knowest thou what
says 'Che Ahmat, the father of fools it
They were walking in the tiny com-
pound; his arm was round her neck,
and her arm encircled his waist as he
repeated the Penghulu’s warning. Ma-
jidh looked up with a' merry little
laugh.

“Ohe, tuan, life of my heart. Were I
indeed, a witch woman I would have
chosen rather the form of the sea eagle
than that of the jungle slayer, then
could I have followed my love to the
ends of the earth. But praise be to
Allah, the All Merciful, the Compas-
sionate, who has heard my prayer.
Never more 'shall we be parted, for life
itself is too short for this our hap-

piness. Tell me once again that thou |

will never leave me, then shall I feel
that we are indeed Sa’ Iodo, eternally

united; and Azrael himself, Allah’s

grim messenger, can but part us for
a season.”

He pressed her to his heart, and
kissed her again and again; then slow-
ly, hand in hand, théy turned their
steps towards the house,

Suddenly from the bamboo thicket
outside the fence, came a hoarse growl.
The woman shrieked, clung to the man,
and then fell to earth as a heavy body
sprang through the air, and with one
blow of its paw solved for Charles
Sandford the riddle of existence. Ma-
jidah, stunned by the shock, but other-
wise unhurt, awoke to consciousness—

.‘alone. The tiger, contenting himself

with one victim, had picked up the
body, broken through the enclosure,
and disappeared in the juungle. But
not alone. For Majidah, nerved with
the desire for immediate revenge, had
secured a Kkris, the short, sharp Ma-
layan stabbing sword, and followed as
well as she could the track of the
slayer. Bruised, breathless, scratched
and buffeted by the thorns and creep-
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AIRSHIP BEAT
AN AUTOMOBILE.

A 20th Century Race Out
~In California.

The Famous Arrow Won—There Wa
Much Excitement Over the
Gontest

LOS ANGELES, Feb. 16.—Capt
Thomas S. Baldwin’s famous airship,
The Arrow, engaged Sunday in the first
race between an automobile and an air-
ship ever run in America, and the race
was a success in every way.

The airship won by one minute and
40 seconds over a ten mile course,
stretching from Los Angeles to Pasa-
dena. The Arrow was pitted against
| the 24-horse-power Pope-Toledo tour-
ing car of N. T. Hancock, the million-
aire plow manufacturer, who piloted

governed by Operator Roy Knabenshue,
while Capt. Tom Baldwin, owner of the
Arrow, was a guest in the car of Mr.
Hancock. More than 25,000 persons
witnessed the race.

The start was made from Chutes
park, this city, at 3.35 p. m., and all
along the route the road was lined with
eager spectators, who cheered the pro-
gress of the two racers in one of the
most novel and remarkable sights ever
witnessed on the Pacific coast,

The Arrow soared aloft over the
heads of the thousands who were gath-
ered inside the grounds, cut over the
city streets and soon gained an alti-
tude of a thousand or fifteen hundred
feet.

The motor car was delayed seven
minutes in-starting. By the time it
was dashing down the main street the
airship was two miles in the lead,
heading directly for Pasadena and
forcing its way through the air at a
twenty-mile clip.

The Arrow was never overtaken.
Throughout the entire distance she
made the trip without the slightest dif-

gontrol, and cutting through the air
jgracefully, easily, speedily, like a great
'bird of passage.

When the Arrow finished in front of
the Raymond hétel at Pasadena, land-
ing easily and gracefully, thousands
more greeted Roy Xnabenshue, the
navigator of the ship, with cheers that
continued for more than five minutes.

The achievements of the airship op-

He had received an invitation from
friends ‘to remain over night in Pasa-
| dena. Mrs. Henry Gaz of Catalina av-
enue, had said she would put a white
sheet in the yard and when he saw it
he would know it was an invitation to
descend and spend the night at her
home,

Knabenshue decided he had lost too
much gas in making a quick descent
to return to Los Angeles at once. Part-
ing from the guests at the Raymond,
he soared up in the Arrow. He wand-
ered about above Pasadena until® he
saw the sheet, then he headed for it,
_dropped within a few hundred feet of
it and put up for the night.

The final demonstration of the Arrow
Sunday was even more remarkable than
the winning of the race. It was too late
to return from the Raymond after the
{ races, and Roy Knabenshue, the bril-
“liant young operator, decided that he
| had lost too much gas in his hurry to
[ finish the race by making quick de-
scent. He had friends in Pasadena who
jokingly asked him to spend the night
with them,

“I will put a white sheet in the yard,”
said Mrs. Henry Caz, who lives on
‘Catalina avenue, ‘“and when you see
| that take it as an invitation to descend
and spend the night with us.”

Knabenshue rose from the Raymond
with hundreds of the guests forming
an interested group of spectators,
wandered about above Pasadena, made
and finally sighting the white sheet,
and finally sighting the white shee,
dropped within a few hundred feet of
it and put up for the night.

He had shown that his machine was
not only as speedy but as tractable as
the automobile.

.

A story that you cannot get
away from until you have fin-
ished. It is, “A Courier of the
Czar”, by Jules Verne. It will
start this month in the STAR.
Watch for it,

ers that waylaid her every step, she
struggled on, having, however, small
difficulty in following the actual trail,
for the burdened tiger had marked his
| way clearly, and she knew that he
| could not go far ere the dawn. At last,
| in an open space left by a fallen tree,
| she saw in the dim light the prostrate
{ body of her love, and the rank smell
| of the great heast was heavy in her
| nostrils as with outstretched kris she
stood awaiting his attack. It was not
long delayed. With an angry grunt
the tiger thrust his head through the
thick undergrowth at the edge of the
clearing; then with a spring, utterly
disdaining the puny weapon, he felled
her to the earth, and Majidah lay mo-
tionless, her arms outstretched even
in death towards the man without
whose presence life itself was of no
avail.

As the* morning broke, ’'Che Mat,
finding the house empty and the fence
broken down, gathered a party, and af-
ter much praying to Allah the All
Powerful and also to the less orthodox
spirits that hold sway in the jungle
they followed the plainly marked trail
to the tiny clearing. They lay there
side by side and hidden in the grass
was a kris rusting in the heavy due.

“This thing is beyond my understand-
ing,” said '‘Che Mat. “For if the wo-
man were a witch how comes it that
ghe lies by our tuan’s side? At least
we can swear that it is none our do-
ing.”

No Malay cares to touch the body of
ean unbeliever, but af‘er impressing the
gervices of four Chinese from the vil-
lage 'Che Mat caused a grave to be dug
within. the compound and herein they
laid-Charles Sandford, lying on his side
and facing Mecca. Majidah being but
a woman and, therefore, soulless, they
buried where she lay, and when, a
month later, Easton, the district officer,
came up rivsr, the delicate green of the
fresh lalang grass alone marked the
scene of the jungle tragedy.

HUMPEREY H. HIPWELL.

the car in.the race. The Arrow was |

ficulty, being always under perfect |

erator did not end with winning the race. |
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Acquitted of Murdering a College
Professor.

SAVANNAH, Feb. 16.—Sam Bowan,
a seventeen-year-old negro student of
the Georgia State College for colored
youths, at College, Ga., was found not
guilty last night of the charge of the
murder of Prof. E. Cotton, a member
of the faculty, whom he killed with a
brick on Feb. 2.

The professor had cjected Bowen
from a class room after an altercation.
He followed the boy »ut, threatening
him with a stick when Bowen hurled
a brick, striking Cotton on the head.
Several hours later Cotton died in a
hospital in this city.
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GEOLOGY OF PERRY BASIN, ME.

- .
(Bangor Commercial).

An important work on one of the
most interesting geological sections of
Maine, the Perry basin, has been pub-
lished by = authority of the United
States ‘geographical survey. The chief
author is George Otis Smith, with the
collaboration of David White of the
government scientific staff. Mr. Smith
is a native of Hodgdon in Aroostook
county and is a son of Hon. J. O.
Smith, formerly insurarice commission-
er of Maine and proprietor of the So-
merset Reporter. Mr. Smith is a gra-
duate of Colby in the class of 1893 and
of Johns Hopkins, class 1896. This is
not the first work he has done on the
features of Maine geology, as he pub-
lished a year or 'two ago a study of
the geological characteristics of the
Fox Islands which work has secured
him membership® in several of the
learned and scientific societies of the
United States.

What is know as the Perry basin
has perhaps attracted more attention
from geologists than any other part of
eastern Maine. The presence in the
Perry basin of the youngest Paleozoic
rocks yet definitely determined in this
state, the proximity of this basin to
the coal fields of Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick, and a lithological resem-
blance between the rocks of the basin
and the coal measures lying farther
northeastward are circumstances
which, since the earliest geologic ex-
plorations in Maine, under the late Dr.
Charles T. Jackson as early as 18386,
have combined to excite interest in this
as a region most favorable for the oc-
currence of coal.

The interest of geologists in the Per-
ry fossil locality may have helped also
to keep alive the local belief in the
presence of coal beds in the red sand-
stone formation. This belief had be-
come very deep-seated, as prospecting
for coal in the town of Perry is said
to have begun in 1837 and has taken
place at frequent intervals ever since
then. Geologic observations oppose,
kowever, the theory of the occurrence
of coal in this locality. . Since, during
all the years in which interest has been
maintained in this question, so little
attention has been paid to certain ob-
vious features of the local geology.

In view of the excellent exposures
of the Perry beds along the shore it is
extremely improbable that any part
of the formation is everywhere con-
cealed. The fact that no black shales
were observed in any portion of the
section may, therefore, be taken as
strong evidence of the absence of coaly
beds in the Perry formation. As |is
well known in coal regions, coal seams
usually occur in association with under
clays, but no such beds are observed
in this area. This absence of fire clays
in the section may be regarded as evi-
dence -that the physical conditions ex-
isting during the time the Perry sedi-
ments were being deposited were not
favorable to the accumulation of ve-
getable matter in the form of coal
seams.

Another geologic condition that did
not favor coal accumulation was the
voleanism that characterized the Per-
ry epoch. From some volcanic centre
in this vicinity lava flows were erupt-
ed, so that sheets of basalt and asso-
ciated befls of volcanic ejectamenta
now occur interstratified with the sand-
stones and conglomerates.

The assignment of a Devonian age
to these rocks may suggest the possi-
bility of finding oil or gas in the Perry
area. On this point it need only be
stated that the outlook is no more en-
couraging than that for coal. The oc-
currence of joints and faults, as well
as the presence of interbedded lava
flows, are most unfavorable indica-
tions, since they preclude the conser-
vation and storage of any liquid or
volatile hydrocarbons even had they
originally been present.

FExploration work in. these rocks has
failed to show the presence of coal
seams, and the force of this statement
is strengthened by the knowledge that
the drill hole in one prospect has reach-
ed the base of the Perry formation.
The practical deduction to be drawn
from the results of this study is that
further exploration of the Perry basin
for coal is unwarranted. Investiga-
tionz of other areas in Maine where
coal has been reported has yielded si-
milar results.

The scientific settlemént of the mat-
ter with a verdict of ‘“no coal at Per-
ry” will also without doubt apply to
the locality about Small Point at the
mouth of the Kennebec river, where
from time to time much effort has been
spent in borings and examinations for
a supposed coal deposit. 'The report
is accompanied by a geological map of
the Perry basin.and by five plates re-
presenting the interesting fossils found
in the rocks of the Perry formation.
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KILL EVERY
IMBECILE INFANT.

rom—

§ays Mrs. Forwerg, of Chicago
Social Econcmics Glub.

Similar Action Daily Taken in Hospitals
to Hide Bungling Operations.

P )

CHICAGO, Feb. 15.— Exterminate
epileptics, imbeciles = and deformed
children relieve the public from
supporting them in asylums for incur-
ables. Similar action is taken daily in
our hospitals to hide the results of
bungling operations.

If all lawyers, clergymen and physi-
cians were suppresed the world would
be better.

If women voted they woud construct,
not destroy. The greatest opposition to
equal suffrage has come at all times
from clergymen.

—-——-‘—.

Voicing a plea for the extermination
at birth of the cripple, the epileptic and
the imbecile. Mrs. Paul Forwerg made
the astounding claim Saturday before
the mesting of the Social® Economics
Club that such action is taken daily
in the hospitals of Chicago to hide the
results of bungling operations. Male
members of the medical profession
have made suggestions along this line,
but it remained for Chicago women to
cgrry the idea to the startling extreme.

Other sentiments of a sensational
character were expressed at the meet-
ing, and woe betide the cripple, the
criminal, the epileptic and the imbecile
should the suggestion made by Mrs.
Forwerg meet with universal approval,
for such humane treatment as is ac-
corded unlicensed dogs when they fall
into the hands of the poundmaster—
asphyxiation by sulphur or formalin—
will be their portion. %

“Environment and Philanthropic In-
stitutions’” was the topic under discus-
sicn, and while most of the members
pleaded for the support of institutions
for the mentally and physically ailing,
Mrs. Forwerg stood stoically for her
theories.

“All mentally and morally deficient
children should be put out of. existence
at birth,” she said, “or as soon as their
defects are noted.: We only retard our
own developmerit by maintaining them
in public institutions.

“We should have a state college of
physicians authorized to exterminate
such humans. Similar action is taken
daily in our hospitals to hide the re-
sults of bungling operations. It is the
union of such classes today that brings
forth the oriminals and mentally defi-
cient people of the next generation.
They become a burden-to the public.”

Mrs. L. M. Heath gave professional
men a piece of her mind. She sald:
“If all the lawyers, clergymen and
physicians were suppressed the world
would be better. They dominate the
minds of the people instead of permit-
ting them to be guided by their own
intuition.”

Dr. Frances Dickinson, president of
the club, claimed the suffrage move-
mant had received a great impetus
lately.

“Because the effort to separate the
tachers’ federation from the labor
federation was headed by a minister
more inquence is goining out for wo-
men’s suffrage than ever before. The
women are too intelligent not to see
through his sophistry. The greatest
opposition to equal suffrage has come
4t all times from clergymen, If
women voted they would construct,
not destroy.”
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MINOT’S LIGHT SHAKEN

e,

Recent Storm Cansed It To Vibrate as
Never Before.

SCITUATE, Mass., Feb. 13.—Joseph
. Frates and Roscoe G. Lopaus, the
two keepers of Minot’'s light, landed

several days ago from the granite shaft
that gives a warning signal from the
ledges on this coast and told a story
of the nerve racking experiences they
had endured during the recent storms.
Spray was sent flying over the pinna-
cle of the light, which is 114 feet one
inch above the ledge upon which the
tower rests. 4

The granite column bent and sway-
ed before the terrific seas, the blocks
of stone of which it is constructed
were covered with block ice, water
came down through the ventilators
penetrating the shields that had with-
stood the.onslaughts of the ocean for
nearly half a century, but all the time
the men kept the light trimmed and
flashing out the number ‘143, just as
if the weather was as mild as on a mid-
summer night.

In the 20 years that Keeper-Frates
has been on the light, he never saw
anything like the battering the column
received, but neither man admits he
was afraid, although each remembered
the fate of the light’s predecessor,
knocked into bits in a week’s storm
away back in 1851, and of the loss of
the two keepers.

“Inside the light we couldn’t realize
the severity of the storm,” said Keep-
er Frates, ‘but as the tower carried
every vibration to the top, as the big
ones dashed against her, we knew the
roughness of the water outside. = Water
came into the tower through the ven-
tilators, something which has never be-
fore happened, and the upper deck
caught all of this.

“The storm was at its worst on Jan.
25. The vibration of the tower brought
a stove lifter to the floor with such a
clatter that I jumped up from the chair
in which I was sitting, just as anyone
would do under the circumstances. I
waan't frightened, although alarmed
for a moment because of my surprise
at the fact. The tower became cover-
ed with ice; but the light wasn't at
any time invisible, although the count
of the light probably could not have
been made out by any craft in sight.
The tower was solidly crusted with
ice during the storm and for several
days following and presented an ap-
pearance not equalled in this respect
in 20 years at least.”
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The Victoira Cross, the most coveted '
of all miltary decorations, was insti-
tuted in 1856, and its award made re-
trospective to the commencement of

the Crimean War. It is an insignifi-
cant looking little token. In shape it
takes the form of a Maltese Cross,
measures one and two-fifth inches
square, and weighs four hundred and
thirty-four grains, though it should Ve
added that the weight varies slightly.
Cast in bronze from the cannon taken
by us at Sebastopol, the intrinsic value
of the decoration is threepence! it
is attached by a “V’* to a bar, upon
which is embossed a sprig of laurel.
On the obverse the Royal Crown, sur-
mounted by a lion, occupies the centre
with a scroll underneath, on which is
borne the brief and simple legend—
“For Valour.” The reverse is quite
plain, with an indented circle in the
centre, in which the date or dates of
the act for which it is confered is en-
graved. The name of the recipient,
with his rank, appear at the back of
the bar, and the whole is suspended
by a riband—blue for the navy, red for
the army. The warrant authorizes a
bar to be atached to the Riband for
any further,act of conspicuous bravery
upon the part of the owner of the cross,
but, notwithstanding the statements to
the contrary which have been made,
no such bar as yet has been issued.

We doubt if any considerable section
of the public can be ignorant of the
appearance of a Victoria Cross; Wwe
have nevertheless of set purpose de-
scended to detail in order to emphasise
the contrast between the intrinsic
value of the decoration and the parti-
cular class of gallantry for which it is
awarded. Queen Victoria rightly
judged when she determined that be-
fore all else simplicity should be the
feature of the decoration, which ever
will be associated with her name.
There are honors and decorations, and
financial rewards always awaiting
those who serve their country with
galantry in the fleld; pbut no soldier it
is safe to say, would hesitate in his
choice between the bronze Maltese
Cross, worth threepence, and some
other form of honor which carries with
it a pecuniary reward.

The history of the Victoria Cross is
ir the main the history of devotion to
duty under fire of the last half cen-
tury. But a great many who should
know better are under the impression

‘that the decoration can only be con-

ferred upon a sailor or a soldier, and
then only for an act of gallantry com-
mitted “in the presence of the enemy.”
as the words of the royal warrant of
1856 run. In 1858 the original scope of
the decoration was enlarged so as to
include “officers and men of her maj-
esty’s naval and military services who .
may perform acts of conspicuous cour-
age and bravery, under circumstances
of extreme danger, such as the oc-
currence of a fire on board ship, or the
foundering of a vessel at sea, or un-
der any other circumstances in which
the courage and devotion displayed
that life or property might be saved s
Then, by the roval warrant” of the
years 1859, 1867, April, 1881, and Ausgust,
1881, respectively, it was ordained that
“non-military persons, who, as volun-
teers, have bhorne arms against the
mutineers,” “persons serving in the
local forces in.the Colony of New Zea-
land, or who may hereafter be em-
ployed in the local forces raised, or
which may be raised in the colonies
and their dependencies generally,”
“officers and men of eur auxiliary and
reserve forces (naval and. military).,”
and “members of the Indian Egclesias-
tical Establishments” should be eligible
to receive the coveled distinction.”

“«The hisory of the Victoria Cross,”
by Philip A Wilkins, is in truth a his-
tory of the wars in which Great Bri-
tain has been engaged snce 1854. Mr.
Wilkins is not the first who has set
his hands to the task of recordins
deeds, the very mention of which send
a thrill of pride and admiration
through one’s frame. Some years ago
T. E Toomey published his ‘“Heroes
of the Victoria Cross,” but the little
volume is now out of print, in addi-
fon to which it is of course consider-
ably out of date. The work under
notice, therefore, in view of the num-
ber of crosses bestowed for the Boer
campalign, comes at a very opportuns
moment.

It is no light duty which Mr. Wil-
kins undertook. His records deal with
five hundred and twenty acts of gal-
lantry for which the Cross has been
awarded, and he accompanies the let-
terpress with portraits of three hun-
dred and ninety-two recipients. To the
Indian Mutiny, including Okamundel
and Kattywar (October 1853), must be
awarded the palm as having furnished
the greatest numbter of opportunities of
winning the distinction. For that cam-
paign one hundred and eighty-two
Crosses were awarded; for theCrimea.
one hundred and eleven, for the South
African war of 1899-1902. seventy-eight,
and for Lululand, twenty-three. When
we take the services by branches we
find that forty-five crosses have gone
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Royal Marine Light Infantry; forty-
three to the Royal (and late Indian)
Artillery, and twenty-seven to the Roy-
al (and late Indian) Engineers. The
Indian Army has received fifty-nine,
and the various Colonial corps from
1864 to 1904 a total of thirty-two crosses.
Of the cavalry regiments, the 9th
(Queen’s Royal) Lancers heads the
list with thirteen crosses, and of the
infantry of the line the 24th (the 2nd
Warwick) South Wales Borderers is
entitled to pride of place with sixteen
crosses—eight of which number, it is
worthy of note, were won in the defence
of Rorke's Drift. Of the other infantry
corps with a “cross record,” giving them
in their order of precedence, seven
crosses have gone to the 7th Royal
Fusiliers (City of London Regiment);
six to the 23rd Royal Welsh Fusiliers;
ten to the 42nd Royal Highlanders
(Black Watch); thirteen to the 60th
King’s Royal Rifle Corps—a four bat-
talion regiment; nine to the 76th Gor-
don Highlanders; the same number to
the 78th Seaforth Highlanders; six to
the 84th York and Lancaster Regiment;
ten to the 90th Scottish Rifies; seven
to the 93rd Argyll and Southern High-
landers; and fifteen to the Prince Con-
sort’s Own Rifle Brigade—another four
battalion regiment. . |

A decoration which was instituted in
the first instance for a specific act, and
open only to a limited class,  has,
through the wisdom of her late Majesty,
found its way to all parts of the Em-
pire. -Three men of color—William
Hall, of Peel’s Naval Brigade; W. J.
Gordon, and Samuel Hodge, both of the
West India Regiment, have been decor=-
wated with the Victoria Cross. William
Fraser McDonnell, Thomas Henry,
Kavanagh, and Ross Lowis Mangles;
three civilians and all members of the
Bengal civil service, earned their cross-
es in the Indian Mutiny. The cross has
fallen to one other ‘mnon-military per-
son’” in the shape of the Rev. James
Williams Adams, Bengal cclesiastical
Tstablishment, who accompanied the
Cabul Field Force in the position of a
chaplain. g

We have shown that by the Royal
Warrant of 1858 the cross could be earn-
ed for a signal act of valor er devotion
to one's country not necessarily per-
formed “‘in the presence of the enemy.”
Space will not allow of our doing more
than referring briefly to two such
cases. Timothy O’Hea, a private in the
1st Battalion Rifle Brigade, received
his cross for an act of extraordinary
daring. A railway van containing two
thousand pounds weight of ammuni=
tion, caught fire at Danville Station,
¢anada, on the way from Quebec to
Montreal. While the guard was hesi-
tating what course to pursue, O’Hea
kept his head, seized the keys opened
the van doors, and called for a ladder
and a supply of water. He entered the
van, tore the covering from the cases
of ammunition, discovered the source
of the fire and promptly extinguished
it, thus averting a terrible explosion.
In the other case., Assistant-Surgeon
Campbell Millis Douglas, 2nd Battalion
South Wales Borderers, and Privates
David Bei, James Cooper, William
Griffitks, and Thomas Murphy, of the

same corps, earned their crosses. . ‘‘Om .o

the water.” A small party of the 24th
was landed on the Island of Little An-
daman, in the Bay of Bengal, to deal

with some refractory mnatives. The

men were at once attacked, and found
their retirement to the transport cut
off, owing to a storm which had sprung
up. Dr. Douglas and four men manned
the gig, and, after one failure, not«
Nvithstanding the boiling surf, reached
the shore, and took off five men. Thesa
they placed on the transport, and im-
mediately headed once more for the
shore. The bravery and devotion of Dr.
Dougias and his fellows were the
means of saving seventeen men from
a fate too horrible to contemplate, and
it was felt that no better claim to the
cross could be advanced than that
which was put forward upon behalf
of the medical officer and his four as.
sociates.

Thie much, and a great deal more, is
to be gleaned from Mr. Wilkins’ inter-
esting pages. He has done his work
adimnirably, and the appendices, indexes,
and cross-references, enable one to put
one’s hand upon any particular récord
without trouble. e notice that it is
Mr. Wilking’ intention to continue -the
history. In this he will have the good
wishes of all to whom an act of gal-
lantry appeals. If we could but in-
crease the number of his illustrations,
he would make “The History of the
Victoria Cross” at once one of the most
important, and the most interesting of
contemporary military records,

«mhe History of the Victoria Cross,”
being an account of the five hundred
and twenty acts of bravery for which
{he decoration has been awarded and
portraits of three hundred and ninety
two recipients. By Philip A. Wilkina,
Archibald Constable & Co., Ltd.
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5 a chorus girl, one of the
Hass: “My Beauties,” In Ali Ba-Ba
last night,whose pretty pedal extremi-
ties would have easily captured the
“eniid gold slpper” from the fortunate
Mrs. T. Shaw I=e4,
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