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THE LEAD INDUSTRY,

The able and far-seeing twins who di-
rect the affairs of British Columbia at
the present time opposed the.lead boun-
ties proposed by the Dominion govern-
ment, on the advice of practical mining
men, in the belief that such aid would
greatly stimulate the mining °industry.

Messrs. McBride and Green, speaking as ;

‘Conservatives, “one of them as *“Minis-

ter of Mines” in “the first Conservative | \

government British Columbia  ever
kad,” declared that such tinkering with .
an important industry would not be of
any avail, What the miners needed was
sadequate protection.” = Mr. Borden’s
cure for all the ills that afflict the indus-
tries of the country is “adequate protec-
tion.” Why should his followers in this
province depart' from thé eternal prin-
ciples laid down by the great head of a
great party, even if the head be some-
what groggy by reason of the blows it
has lately received in the parts in which
theories are generated.

This “adequate protection” nostrum
is guaranteed to cure all the ills of the
industrial body. It is warranted to go
right to the root of the trouble, remove
21l impurities from the blood' and set the

great heart of the country pumping life

: » and vigor into the trade arteries at the

rate of millions of strokes a minute. In
the domains of mere -medical quackery.
there is nothing to equal the favorite pre-
scription of the great Dr. Borden, the
chief adviser of the great Conservative
party, who hopes to become quack
doctor extraordinary to the Dominion ot
Canada some day.

Perhaps it is fortunate that the Domin-
ion government refused fo follow the
advice of the quacks in regard to the
case of British Columbia. It decided that

_a stimulant was necessary. A’ scale of
bounties was drawn up, with the result
that the output of silver and lead for
the year will be the greatest in the his-
tory of mining in the province, And the
McBride goveriment, whose two chief
ministers opposed the bounty, said it
Yould do no good, and claimed that what
was necegsary was “adequate protecs
(tion,” i8 claiming credit for the pros-
‘perity which Jprevails in the silver-lead
mining districts of the province te-day.
They - are asking the -electors ‘of Lillooet
to support their candidate as a reward
for the perspicacity they have shown in
advocating such measures” as would
bring activity within our boundaries.
TProsperity would undoubtedly fold~ her
wings and drop dead if MeBride and
Green were to be released from the cares
of office. ;

BLUNDERING AND SINKING.

Before his departure from Canada
Lord Dundonald plainly hinfed that there
were traitors in the country. He ex-
horted all loyalists to “keep their two
hands upon the Union Jack.” As he
was at the time being travelled and ex-
hibited as an attraction by the agenfs
of the Conservative party, the conclu-
sion is reasonable that the scoundrels
who would betray their country were not
to be found within the ranks of that ever
loyal and true party.

Whether the noble lord was cogmmnt
of the fact or not, the purpose of his al-
lies was to create the impression that
the Liberal party is led by men who are
not true to the British Empire. The
misapplication of a word in the House
of Commons by the Premier was used
to supplement the campaign of the dis-
charged officer of the Militia Depart-
ment. It was said as plainly as if the
statement * had been made in spoken
words that Sir Wilfrid Laurier harbored
traiforous sentiments and was supported
in his position as Premier by a whole
province. nourished-on hke political sen-
timents,

That was the plan of campaign of the
Tory party. It was the purpose for
which Lord Dundonald was primed on
the discovery that he resented the action
of the Minister of Militia in reminding
him that there were responsible Minis-
ters of the Crown and of the people ad-
ministering the affairs of Canada. Pos-
sibly hLis Lordship did not comprehend
the purposes”to which he was being ap-
plied by the wily schemers of the party.
He did not know, probably, that the last
two federal elections in Canada had been
fought) by the Conservative party entire-
ly upon racial and sectarian issues. At
least the blind heads of the party thought
they were issues. The waving of the
flag of bigotry and the lighting of the
torch of intolerance possibly gained for
the Conservative party a few constitu-
encies in the province of Ontario. But
the party in the country as a whole suf-
fered. There was a natural reflex action.
Mr. Borden knows this well. His silence,
his failure {o endorse the action of Lord
Dundonald and the clique which man-
aged him, indicates his conviction that
the usual mistake in tacties was being
made.

The mf'umlL innocence of Lord Dun-
donald was revealed by his appeal to
French-Canadians as he said farewell in
Quebec.
people of France -and Scotland had in
the past been close allies and cordial
friends. He felicitated them upon their
faithfulness to the traditions of their
forefathers and their unswerving loyalty
to the British Crown.

Now the question arises, where are the
traitors in Canada? Who are the peo-
ple that are trying to tear down the
Union Jack? TIs it the- Minister
Militia, whose only son laid -down  his |
jife for the eause of the Empire in-South
* Africa? Is it Sir William Mulock, under !
srhose advice the Imperral peany postage

He reminded them that the !

Ofi

— ———

-system was adopted, and the first great
movement towards the consolidation of
the Empire was made? Is it Hon. W.
S. Fielding, the author of the preferen-
tial trade arrangement, the man whose,
action was the source from whieh Mr.
Chamberlain drew his inspiration and
was moved to declare for a grand scheme
. of Imperial preferential trade? Is . it
! Sir Wilfrig Laurier, whose whole public
_career stands as a record of devotion to
the patriotic duty of evolving out.of the-
scattered and divided provinces of Oan-
ada a united nation,” whose aim it has
been to prove the futility and foolishness
of the nourishment of the blind passions
of bigotry and intolerance;, ang¢ ‘whose
serviées to Canada and the Empire were
so signally recognimed by Queen Viec-
toria? What can the Conservative party
hope to gain by setting up men to bring
charges of “disloyalty against a govern-
ment composed of such men? §/

The desperation of the cause, theiopes
lessness of the party, the lust of power
which defies the warnings of reason and
common sense—all are revealed ifi the
Tory plan of campaign.

OVERCOMING DISEASE.

‘We have been waiting patiently for
some more definite information about the
bacilli of old age; we have been hoping
tkat the scientific men might discover or
rear some minute creature that would
prey upon, put the old age parasite out
of business and usher in the era of peren-
nial youth. But our hopes have not been
realized. Death still stalks gloomily
about and reminds us that in due time
he will make our acquaintance.

In the meantime, however, his forbid-

“abandoned. A policy in the interests of

-uowever, that the pointer was derived

ding and dreaded majesty is being met

nnd&iven back, if he cannot be abso-

lutely conquered. There is hope for con- |

sumptives, the scourge of cancer is being |
l investigated and the ravages of that dis-

| easé will unltimately be stayed, while

! the latest declaration is that the ulcerous

| hand of leprosy is abeut te be paralysed |
by recent diseoveries 6f- 1hvest1gators in |
the Far Bast, A letter from Rangoon to |
thie London Times gives some details of |
the discovery of the bacillus of leprosy |
by Capt. E. R. Rost, of the Indian Medi~ :
.cal Service, and of his manufacture of
his eurative serum called “leprolin.”’. In
order to make a nutrient medinm he dis-
tils beef extract soaked in pumicestone ,
in a current of superheated steam and |
obtains a medium in which the bacillus |
of leprosy and also that of tuberculosis
grow with the greatest ease. “Leprolin”
is made on somewhat similar lines to
those first employed by Professor Koch
in the manufacture of tuberculin. More
than one hundred cases of leprosy are’
being treated in Burmah by injections of
this substance, and the treatment is also
being tried in. thirty different places in
India. Already four cases are reported
to have been cured, and in the great
majority. of those now under treatment
it is said the improvement has sbgen very
marked. At a meeting-of the local branch
of the British Medical Association the
four cases cured were inspected. One
of these a Burman, after a brief treat-
mernt of ten.days, was apparently com-
pletéd cured; he had had ulceration of
the feet for five years and anaesthesia
all over his legs. The action of leprolin
is described as very similar to that of
tuberculin in cases of lupus, except that
there appears to be less danger in the
use -of it. Its most remarkable action is
seen in the restoration of sensation in
patches.  The material appears to aet
beneficially in all varieties of the disease,
the color of the patches changing to
normaleand the nodules and ulcers dis-
appearing. The injections are given, as
a rule, once a fortnight, and salt oint-
ment is applied to the diseased areas,
white-salt is -~ administered internally.
With regard to:the “fish theory,’ Captain
Rost has made experiments with samples
of badly cured fish, and thinks that the
salt in the fish was sufficient to prevent
the growth of the bacillus. He-is there-
fore ene more opponént of the theories of
Jonathan Hutchinson.

TRIM YOUR LAMPS.

Conservative electors are solemnly
warned that Parliament may be dis-
solved without notice and the elections
be upon them as a thief in the night.
And what of that? Are the Grits not
l demoralized, are people not disgusted, is

the heather not on fire; has not the Secot
drawn his clayniore, are the conditions
generally not such that the defeat of the
govercment is certain? For Conserva-
tives to organize would be mere waste
of time., ILet them just rest in peace
until 'the cool weather cofnes, then they
can walk in and take possession of the
land they have been gazing at“with lust-
ful eyes for the past eight years. And
tken we shall have an era of economical
government. It is a fact that there were
| deficits in every single year, with the ex-
ception of.one or two, during all the
eighteen years the Conservatives were in

veng 18 will Be proscented from this end,
‘ AdFehiag that may ba done by the Me-

! fhie eXcnss for the policy of Plitnder. We:

{ rob the maid of its indefensible features.

| the treatment -of @ man in Victoria

"“undergoing great tribulations.

power, and in those two the surpluses
were merely on paper. But then the Na-
tional Policy bad not had time to Wet
itself in working condition. It was en-
gaged for two decades in preparing the
national soil for the advent of the Grits.
If it had not been for the preparations
+ that were made in the eighteen years
aforesaid what a condition the country-
would be 'in to-day, with a party
in power for eight years that is not gift-
ed with the “instinet of government.”
Might we dare to suggest that it is-well
the men of Canada—that is the Grit men |
of Canada—have :passed beyond' the in-

_Tell the people so and they are as likely

stinetive stage of conducﬁug either” per-'
‘Sonal or public affairs.

“Thej -are not

hampered by the natural ~laws < under
which the lower forms. of life are compel-
led to operate. Consequently for eight
years Canada has been governed by rea-
son and common sense. The insane at-
tempt to raise the country up and place
it upon a pinnacle of prosperity by im-
posing such taxes upon the public at
large as each manufacturer or head of an
“infant industry’> demanded has been

the whole of the peéople-has been the aim
of the government; and the -condition of:
Canada to-day is a sure indication that
the government has come fairly close to
the mark,

: ! A

A “TIP.?

e "/

A “hp" it is that Mr, Hays g to re-
celve from the McBnide gozéernment on
condition that he begins tlie work of con-
struction of his line at this end and hur-
ries it along. as speedily as possible. The
“tip,” the organ intimates, will amount
to a liberal donation of land and “con-
cessions” of @ eubstantial ‘natute. Tt
does not say whether it Teceived its in-
formation from the agents of the govern-
ment at Ottawa who intimated to Mr.
‘Hays that the “tip” had but to be asked
for and it would be conferred. We infer,

irom @n authoritative source and that it
is the purpose of the government to pay
no heed to warnings, but to proceed with
the patlatch. ‘We take the liberty of giv-
ing the liberal-handed ministry a “tip”
in the name of the people of British
Columbia.. There is net an individual of
unbiassed mind in this community but
knows that the claim put forwand by the
McBride government that unless the
Grand Trunk Pacific Railway Company
be handsomely endowed by the province
business in the West can receive no bene-
fits ‘whatever, but, on' the contrary, will
be imjured, by the work of constructivn,
is but an exeuse for a scheme of plunder.
The noad will be commenced on this end ]

Bride government cannot have the Slight-
est effect upon the action of-thé company
one way of the other. The plea that has
been'put forward that British Golamtia’

should have received-special #&h'tment in 1y

this matter is merely ‘amothd: phase of |

cannot expect Mr. Hays to refuse a gift
on behailf of the company.. It may even’
be expected that he will do his best to

All we can do is hope that the legislature
will interpose its authority, frustrate
the deal and expose the marauders.

A pitiful story was told yesterday of

whoo is suffering from the ravages of
consumption. In extenuation it may be
pleaded that his case was not under-
stood.. The Vemon News reports an-
other’ case which proves the mnecessity
of some public body taking action to pre-
vent fumther examples of muan’s inhu-
mapnity to his brother man. Our contem-
porary reports that a man named John
Nethencut, afflicted with consumpdion,
who was found lying out in the open on
Monday night, was taken to the fire hall
by the constable and given temporary
asylum ghere. It appears that Nethercut
had been refused admissionr to the hotels
and to 'the hospital, and, in his pitiable
condition, mear death’s door with the
terrible white plague, and too weak to
do miore than barely crawl around, had
been endeavoring to find shelter in out-
buildings, ete. It is understood that he
has received money from his brother in
Manitoba to take him home, but is not
in a condition to travel alone,
* * %

An American lady has just arrived /in
San Francisco from the Yukon, after
She says
the Canadian Bank of Commerce pur-
sued her on account of a debt of her hus-
band’s until she had to flee the country.
It set the Mounted Police upon her
tracks. . Poison was laid for her. She
was in mortal terror every night when
she retired lest she should awake in the
bourne where the weary are at rest. She
appealed to Lord Minto. All she got was
a courteous acknowledgment of her com-
munieation, with an intimation that if
she had suffered injustice the courts
would’ give her redress. The Conserva-
tive party should secure the services of
this persecuted party without loss of
time. - The probability is that she eould
a tale unfold of Grit iniquity that would
make each mdividual hair upon the head
of Premier McBride straighten - out,
stand up and shiver in horror. A cam-
paign without a story of Grit misdoings
in the Klondike would be a tame affair.
N P

The Tory party has long been looking
for a sign. At last it has been vouch-
safed one. Like King Saul it has gone
to the soothsayers. ¥t has'been told that
Sir Frederick Borden is the thirteeath
Minister of Militia counting since Con-
federation, that the frouble with Lord
Dundonald arose over the organization
of the Thirteenth Scottish Light Horse,
and that the cabinet at a meeting held
on June thirteenth decided to dismiss the
general, Clearly no government ¢an go
Against such a combination and survive,

to believe it as they are to accept the
old Tory doctrine that the Liberal party
is disloyal and that Sir Wilfrid Laurier

is a traitor.
* L ] *

Iﬁ: was through the efforts of the Con-

sermt:ve party fafit hhra.hen engnﬁeta

engaged by-the Americin head of

enacted the Taw under which + ,‘19 men
were returned to the place fro- . whence
they came. Did they"

The indivxdual who v estions the word
of the veracious pr- smier of British
Oolawbia or of Ris  aually reliable min-
ister- of Lands ar «d Works is in danger

‘of* the’ consumi-
wmth of the Colonist.
The Times-! /‘c

sald“ihat emissaries of
the McBri: K:;e'nment intimated to the -
Grand "

‘nmk Pacific Railway’ Compang

rthat I $haa vut to ask fof a subsidy from

Bﬂ,‘ﬁh Columbia, and it would receive !
‘4 We repéat. thit statement. If Me- |

vehenmence it would still be a fact. He
has not yet done so. We shall let the

matter rest-until the organ develops the
next position in the campaign of plundg.

ANOTHER MUSI
CYCLE PROPOSED

TWO DAYS® FESTIVAL
HAS BEEN SUGGESTED

By C. A. E. Harriss, Who Outlines His
Plan—Victoria is Invited to
Take Part.

terest to the music lovers of 'Victor'a
has been made by Charles-A. B, Harriss,
whose. enthusiasm. for and-dévotion to
the cause of music were demonstrated
by the organization and management of
the .great cycle of musical festivals
throughout the Dominion of Canada in
1903. Mr. Harriss has in contempla-
bmn the holdv“; of a second cycle in the
sprlng of 1903, in which lie Invites the
co-operation of- all those interested in
the advancement of musical -knowledge
and culture, To make the undertaking
possible he requires that the ities of
Qanada provide choruses, which must
be self-managed arvd controlled financial-
otherwise; wﬂ:hug to bear ‘all the
“Jocal work and expense of practices, hir¢
-of eoncert hall ‘ete, ‘and-he- will arrangt
with Sir Alexander Mackenzie =~ (if- It
can. possibly be spared from the Royal
Aoy#¥my) ‘'or another of England’s lead-
mé‘ébnductors to wield the baton at the

1
Bride denied t.e fact with his customary |

A proposal of more than ordinary -in- |

-B’GUST, 9, 1904.

;'t of"t_h:\e_"','roviﬁc’e |
of British Columbia

WRITTEN FOR THE TIMES BY €. Mc¢K. 8.

An Historical Event,
Recalled by a Pioneer.

i
s

*

} For many years the whole of the Main-
i land now known as-British Columbia
was named New Caledonia, and under
' that name it continued until the 19th
day of November, 1858, when the new
colony of British Columbia was ushered
into existence by proclamation at Fort
Langley, issued by His Excellency James
Douglas, who had been appointed gov-
ernor of the new colony.

In order to carry out his instructions
received from the colonial office, His Ex-
cellency Governor Douglas accompanied
by Admiral Baynes, commander of the
naval forces on the Pacific coast; Judge
Cameron, of Vaneouver Island; Mr. Beg-.
bie, the newly appointed judge for the
new colony of British Columbia: Mr.
Lira, Captain Brew and several other
gentlemen, proceeded on board Her Ma-
jesty's ship Satellite, Captain Provost,
and were conveyed to Point Roberts,
where they reméinéd “during. the night.
On the following morning His Excellency
the Governor and suite boarded the Hud-
son’s Bay Company’s steamer Otter,
which conveyed them to the mouth of the
Fraser fiver, where the steamer Beaver
was maored.

Both vessels then proceeded up the

river in company to Fort Langley, where
I the Otter disembarked a party of marines
on board the revenue cutter Recovery,
joining the command of Captain Grant,
R, E., who had previously reached that
blace with a company of sappers and
mmers.

His Exceilency, accompanied by his
suite and guard of homor, commanded by
Captain Grant, R, E.,! landed on the
river bank, and " proceeded on & the
palisades which sutreunded the fort,

©On arriving at that peint a salute of
eighteen guns was fired from the Hud-
son’s Bay Company’s steamer Beavér,
and at the'same moment the British flag
was hoisted on the staff, and floated on
the breeze over the new colony of British
Columbia.

The second portion of the ceremony in
connection with the birth of the colony
then commenced by His Excellency ad-
dressing Mr. Begbie, and at the same
time deliveriug to him Her Majesty's
commission as judge of the colony of
British Columbia.

Mr. Beghie then took the oath of
allegiance, :and the usual oath on taking
office, and then addressing His Excel-

lencv. took up Her Majesty’s commission
appointing him governor of the new col-

ony, and then administered to him tha
usual oaths of office, viz., allegiance
abjuration, ete., His Excel lleney b ng
thus.-duly appointed and sworn in, pro-
ceedéd to issue the proclamations of (k.
same date, 19th inst., viz.: One ;;.‘
claiming the act, a second indemnif

all the officers of the government

any irregularities which may have Jcp
eommitted in the interval before
proclamation of the act, and a tli.7
proclaiming English law to be the law of
the -colony.

The reading of these documents wag
then followed by His Excellency’s pro-
clamation of the 3rd inst., setting f
the revocation by Her \Lumt\ of all the
exclusive pnnleges of the Hudson’s Bajy
Company in that colony.

The proceedings took place in the pre
senice of about one hundred persons, ar vl
on His Excellency leaving to go on board
the steamer Beaver a salute \was fired
from the fort, and as the steamer cast
off her lines, “hxch were fastened to
trees on the bank of the river (as thers
were no wharfs), cheer after cheer was
given for the Governor, and the new
born colony of British Columbia, which
to-day is a young giant among the proy-
inces of the Dominion.

great wealth of vocal talent in the festi-
val chorus was a matter of surprise to
many. That talent, properly organized
ang assisted by an orchestra such as Mr.
Harriss promises to bring, could attain
te far greater heights in musie thamp is
at preésent possibie. The magnificent
works-of the master mindy in -mausic
would  “be within its capabilities and
could be rendered as they were -meant to
be rendered, Efforts have been made oc-
caslona]lf‘ i the past to weld together
the voeillsts of the city into a large and
gtable choral society, but so far without

Mr. Harriss’s offer, something will now
be done.

If the festivals can be made self-sup-
porting they will be held annudlly, and
each suC(eedmg year -will bring a great
ec-ndactor and composer. to. Canada . to
stxmumte and educate. the musical ama-
teurs to “greater music.” .The musical
profession will also be thereby afforded
the needed opportunity of exchanging

GOVERNMENT ISSUED
THE FIRST LICENSES

First Batch for Coal and Qil Prospect-
ing in Southeast Kootenay Num-
bers About 200.

sucécess; but it is-hoped that, in view of

P

About two hundred coal and oil pros-
pecting licenses for Southeast Kootenay
were issued from the government offices
Thursday, and others are in course of
preparation. Among those which were
handed- out yesterday were about 74 for
Grand Forks syndicates, -about 80 for
Spokane claimants, and John "Watt, the
oi} prospector, got his 15 licenses.

In the course of a' few days the com-
pany with which W. F. Teezel, of Nel-

OAK BAY.
g Near-by Resort, Almost Within Cit

¥ Limits, ~

festivals, will engage soloists of the first
rank in England, and will bring a pro-
fessional orchestra from the East.

the formation of a choral society; the
holding of a two days’ festival in -the

It is stated that the receipts from the
last festival were $2,400 (approximately),
so that ‘the choral society could safely
rely upon receiving $600,.which should
be ample for its expenses.

These festivais are assured as far as
Winnipeg, but to enabie him to face the
great financial risk of including British
Columbia in the cycle Mr. Harriss re-
quires the.united support of Victoria,
Vancouver and New Westminster,” Even
under the most favorable conditions it
is difficult-to see how he can carry out
his part of the proposal without financial
loss. To visit these three cilies means
a journey of about 5,000 miles (to and
from Winnipeg), which would involve a
tremendous outlay in travelling expenses
and subsistence of artists and orchestra,
besides their fees, which have to be paid
whether they are performing or not. All
this expense, which would have to be
met out of tha 75 per cent. of the re-
ceipts in the three-cities, is an undertak-
ing of no -little financial risk, but to
quote Mr, Harriss’ own words, “it is be-
cause it is so impossible that I feel the
great desire to carry it out again, but I
simply cannot carry the entire load;~and
the local town must do the local work
against what I ‘do and reimburse itself
out of the 25 per dent. of the receipts.
Festival making is not money making,
but so .far as I can see the local clubs
would be on the safe side.”

That the organization of these festi-
vals involves great work and heavy
financial risk is apparent from-a little
consideration of Mr. Harriss’s proposal.
This he is willing and glad to face if by
80 doing he can help on the cause of
music.  Mr, Harriss calls it a- musical
mlucsrtxonal work, ami to V-mtor‘xas

With regard to Victoria he suggests '

Vietoria theatre, and the choral society ;
to take 25 per cent. of the receipts ac- !
cruing from. the festival from which to |
reimburse itself for the local expenditure. ;

musical thought with the foremost mu-

sicians of the times, all “of which ‘will:
i help us to advance musically as a nation.
That such intercourse is beneficial none
can doubt,”and the wafm” dnd hearty re-
. ception given to Sir Aleéxander Macken-
zie last year by the members “of “the
musical proféssion” and the amateurs
from one end of Canada to the other, to-
gether with the unanimous praise of the
: festival schenie given by the press both
i in Canada and England, encourage Mr.

Harriss to repeat the experiment
| "As before mentioned Mr. Harriss can-
ynot entertain the idea of visiting this
{ province unless he is assured of the sup-
| port and co-operation of Victoria, Van-

couver and New Westminster, Vancou—
| ver already has a choral society which is
in full working order and in communi-
cation with Mr, Harriss en the subject.
It remains for Victoria’s amateurs to de-
cide whether they wish to participate in
the event. If they do it will be neces-
sary for them to meet together, discuss
the scheme fully in all its bearings, or-
ganize a chorus, elect a conductor, com-
mittee of management, etc., and place
themselves in communication with Mr.
Harriss. Financial help will be needed
at the start, but in a musie-loving com-
munity such as Victoria there should be
not the least difficulty as ‘to ways and
means.

Early action is necessary on account
of the length of time it would take to
make the necessary arrangements with
the festival econduector and soloists in
England.

HOUSES DESTROYED.

More Than Three Hundred Wiped Out
by Fire at Illsfad, Wurtembers.

Heilbron, Wurtemberg, Aug. 5.—Three
hundred and ten houses of a total of five
hundred and sixty, at Illsfad, have been
destroyed by fire. There were few fatali-
ties, but many persons were injured by
€alling walls while engaged in the work
of rescne

‘Grangd Trunbl’@dﬂc Ran»ymy wezeq,
ported, we ‘are, told: We' _suppose

members “of - the . C‘onserruhre ptr'y

!’dwnto Axg. &me to the Presby--
 textan mission

A o m-pmim gy well

and that the pfwe b..a

cxf’y ’ fke ~iselatcd tases

son, is prominently xdentxﬁed will get
about 100 licenses,

Before the end of.the week at least be-
tween three and four hundred of them
will have been obtained, - representing
somewhere ‘between  $30,000 and $40,000
revenue to the province for this year.

Already -negotiations are on among
some of those interested for the purpose
of amicably settling conflicting rights
without an appeal to the courts. In many
instances this will likely be accomplished,
and a settlement will be effected which
will obviate any clashing of interests.

It is believed that active work will be-
gin this summer on some of the groups of
claims. Already the preliminary steps
have been taken in several instances to
interest capital in the undertaking, and
with this accomplished the development
work will be proceedéd with.

Within the next few weeks it is ex-
pected several companies will be fully
organized for work. Some of those in-
terested are even said to be negotiating :
for ratlway connection to the properties. |
This means of transportation is abso- :
lutely necessary as soon as mining be-
gins. The coal is in many cases very

near the surface, and will be quickly
reached, -as in the case of the Crow's
Nest Coal Company’s property.

SWIMMING BATHS.

To the Editor:—I have always been
strongly in favor of having swimming
taught in the public schools, made a part
in fact of every child’s education, but in
the absence of public swimming baths
built, owned and operated by the city,
which would be necessary before this
could be done, I hailed with delight the
proposition made by Mr. St. Clair to the
school board a few years ago to establish
a floating swimming bath above Point
Ellice bridge, and in return for the sum
of one hundred dollars towards the erec-
tion of the bath, he would give lessons
in swimming’ to any of the school chil-
dren free of charge. Being a member
of ‘the school board at that time, I took
pleasure in forwarding tfe movement,
and it was with great satisfaction to
myself and many others that the 'school
trustees voted the sum asked. Mr. St.
Clair has nobly kept his part of the bar-
gain, as hundreds of boys and girls can
testify, who are now accomplished swim-
mers, and -who, I make bold to say, are
better physically in consequence.

I am not aware that any further con-
tribution towards the maintenance of this
splendid institution has been made, but
this I do know, that the little money re-
ceived for admissjon to the baths by
adults cannot by any manner of means
be réckoned as a recompense for all the
time and labor Mr. St. Clair spends on
the school children. There are quile a
number of necessary repairs to be done
each year, and I understand that some
repairs, requining the services of a diver,
will soon have to be made; also more
dressing rooms are required, and I would
respectfully submit that this is a legi-
timate object for which the city could
vote @ sum of money. I do not think
there would be one voice raised in oppo-
sition to such a course.

I have paid several visits to the baths
this season and it is surprising the large
number of boys and girls, from little tots
of six years of age upwards, who have
and are learning the art of swimming
and who some day may, like Miss Wil-
liams, the principal of the Girls’ Central
school, live to bless Mr. St. Clair for
having taught them to swim.

I trust this letter may have the effect
of awakening the people of Victoria to
a knowledge of the benefits that are be-
ing conferred on ‘the children, and siir
them up to take @ more active interest
in'the baths.

I understand that Trustee Jay had a
motion before the school board some time
ago with reference to voting a sum of
mioney to Mr. St. Clair for purposes al-
ready referred to, and it was referred
to the finance committee. Will the
finance committee please act, and act
quickly?

I hope also that the mayor and conn-
cil will find fit in their hearts to vol
some assistance for this worthy
beneficial institution.

J. G. BROWN

and

BUSH] FIRES.

Nanaimo, Aug. 5.—Nanaimo is surrounded
to-day by bush fires. A big blaze started
last evening behind/ the hospital, which

threatened that institution for some time,
but the brigade succeeded in checking the
flames. Out towards Wellington another
big fire is raging, while to the south the
bush is reported all on fire near Harewood.
Up to the present no damage has been re-
ported.

CORDOVA BAY
A lhvoﬂt:e Bocdu Few Miles from thh.

TiE SHOW OFE

THIS AF

NE COLLECTION (
R seauTiFy

B

Best Exhibit in History 0
Association— Keen Com
Many Competi

(From Friday's
The third annual show
]lultx(ultuml Association
the drill hall this af .
There was a large attenc
the opinion of (\tl\] od \’
had saeceeded in ec liy :,1
exhibitions. The membe
gratumted on having secy
for their show as it enab
to be shown to the vnrvﬂ
and gives the spectators
to move around and adm
Secretary Jas. Bland,
tion, told a Times represeél
entry list this year exceed
past, appremab,\ Comyl
various classes IS keen, 3
of the displays is excellq

bits are benched in the 1
ner so.that the contribuf
hibitor may be seen.
classes—A, B and C. 1]
speaking, ix tlie scope
the next is for exhibito
help in the gardens, and
amateurs altogether.
largely represented.

On the middle bencheg
fine specimens of folia
shown by Mrs, Croft.
exhibit is a splendid misq
tion from the Juabilee grg
geraniums, begonias ang
be seen in luxuriance.

The same might be sa
which flank the middle
hand side there i
filiums, pansies,
cut flowers. The s
Jas. Bland is one of the
show, being beautifully
school children’s exhibit
as the eofficers of the sd
but probably the excelld
eral display this year
warmer competition nex
A. Flewin has on exhib
lot of flowers, not the 1
of which are the geran
petition in sweet peas
sented by Jay & Co. p
usually keen, aund. the
a delicate task in decidy

Another competitive
association is the table

which is to be decided
There are a number
with flowers, and it
siderable discriminatio
choice. There are ha
flowers along the bale]
effort has been made t

range the beautiful s

Messrs. J. C. Newbury

berton are represented

lections of dahlias,

has produced a very T

tain design. The exhi

progress two daj §
morrow evening con
ed by the Fifth Regid
to be hoped that app
beauties of Victoria's




