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ages since tUvsv nuwt aiu-imt p,.ri..<ls. mmvW, that v(.K,.tHti(.n
rnrh„nizr.d i„to tho ...als. a„,l an- ^^v to i,naui,»: ii.stra.l that s.„ne
other unobserved. urKse..n and .M>>toii„„s tianslorrnafion of v.-k,-
tat.on int.. son.etl.ing else, namely petrolnnns, took pla.T-
This would !.e to lay asi.le an al.undance of proven faet. in onler
to adopt a mere suppoMtion. TI.e normal pro.-ess of .lecompusi-
tion of vegetation into eoals in nature is in a.-tive operati.,n in tl.e
world today as it has always been, and it is the ..nlv one that we
can ^0. It is also the only one of whi.-h we have any ivrurd in
the lonp; history of the geoloRical ages.

A' to the other argunu-nt that l.y .lestructive distillation the
petroleums can I htaii.ed fn.m the .-oals. that would he .lU
very .ll ,f nature had .listilled the sedimentarv strata ami the
coals or other vegetation in it, hut as a matter of absolute fact
.t has not

:
therefore this line of argument also falls to the ground at

once and can be .lismissed. If the sedimentarv strata had been
distilled and petroleum thus produced there w..uld be r.o coals
anywhere on the globe: we would have nothing but colte 1 s.

The belief in the organic origin of the petroleum leads also
to chaos in t he understan.iing of other geological facts and physical
laws brought out dearly in the study of many petroleum .'.ccur-
rences or deposits, and no wonder that some geologists wh.. are
inclined to believe in this organic origin exclaim therefoi-e that
the genesis of petroleum is a profound mysterv- not et solve.l bv
science. For in.stance:—

1st.— It cannot pos.sibly explain the large petroleum fields
below the Carboniferous.

2nd.—Neither can it explain the petroleums in the volcanic
emanations of today.

3rd.—Nor in the volcanic or igneous rocks in all parts of the
world.

4th.—Nor in crystalline rocks; in California an.l New Bruns-
wick, for instance.

oth.—Nor in meteorites.

6th.—Nor in metalliferous veins.

7th.—It is also at a loss to explain why the petroleum fieldsm everj- district are found grouped along certain lines and why


