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nnd romf.>r( us, b,.jl, in tlie dark and Mormy day, when
liopes are bjiorlitod, nnrl pro^poclPcloudod

; or, when death
Jookfi in at onr windows, or enters our dwellings, and takes
away the sight of our eyes with a stroke; or, in that still
darker season, when the ii)i(|iiilios of oiirhocls do compass
about, and SmImu slands as an aor:u:^er, in the court ofcon-
Fciencp, and tries to diive us to de^pnir, bv rakinir up all
our ini(juiti<^s, and oiilaroing on their no<gravations; and
arguing that those who have been guilrv^of such crimes,
cannot be the trne children of God. ]\ is often in vain,
that the poor bearl-sti-ickcn one "puts in it^ plea,—that he
IS a cliihl of C;,kI, that he brloiigs to God's family, and
for this end prodLicet], f.]) ],is evidences,—every thing
whereby f.itli gives him an interest in God. Satan in
the meantime, (ipposiMh with all his mio-ht; sin and law
assist him; many fl'uvs are found in his evidences; the
truth of them all i-* questioned ; and the soul liano-s in
suspense, as to the i-^sne. In the midst of the plea^, and
contest, the comfoi-ter comes, and by a word of promise,
or otherwise overpowers the ]ie;irt, wilh a comfortable
j)ersuasion, that bis plea is good, and that he is a child of
(xod; and therefore, iL is said of him that he ' witnesseth
with our Spiiit.' When our Spirits are pleading their
right and title, he comos in and bears witness on our side;
at the same time, cnnbling ns to jMit forth acts of filial
obedience, kind and clillddike; which is called ciyino-,
' Abba. Faiher.' Rcpiomber still tlie manner of the Spiri?s
Avorking,_tlnt be dolli it effeotuallv, voluntarily and freely.
J enne sometimes tlie dispute bav.o-s Ion

n-_
'the cause is

]>leadmg many years. The law seems sometime to pre-
vail, sin and Satan to rejoice, and the poor soul is tilled
with dread about its inheritance. Perhaps its own witness,
from Its faith, sanctificntion, former experience, keeps up
the plea with some life and comfort, but the work is not
done, the conquest is not fnllv ohtaiiied, until the Spiritwho worketh freely and elfeetuallv, when and how he will'
comes in with his testimony also ; 'clothing his power with aword of promise, he makes all ]7arties conoerned to attendunto >""^ "- 1 '--^ , . \ ...

^ '^
him, am 1 puts an end to the controversy.

^0wen.


