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of England ? And have tliey not peaceably submitted to these de-
cisions ?

' These cases of recourse, however, have been very frequent
New ITnmpshire and Connecticut have been in blood about their
differences

;
Virginia and Maryland were in arms against each otiier.

Does not this show the necessity of one superior decisive jurisdic-
tion, to which all subordinate jurisdictions may recur ? Nothin^r, at
any time, could be more fatal to the peace and prosperity of the'col-
onies, than the pariiament giving up its superintending authority
over them. From this moment, every bond between colony and
colony would be dissolved, and a deplorable anarchy would ensue.
The elements of discord and faction, already diffused among them,
are too \/ell known, not to apprehend an explosion of this sort.

' From this to the total annihilation of the present colonial sys-
tem, to the creation of new forms of government, and falHng a prey
to some foreign potentate, how inevitable is their career!

* At present, the several forms of their constitution are very vari-
ous, having been established one after another, and dictated by the
circumstances and events of the times ; the forms of government in
every colony, were adapted from time to time, according to the size
of the colony, and so have been extended again from tfme to time,
as the numbers of the inhabitants, and their commercial connections'
outgrew the first model. In some colonies, at first there was only
a governor, assisted by two or three counsellors

; then more were
added

;
then courts of justice were erected ; then assemblies were

created.

* As the constitutions of the colonies are made up of different
principles, so they must, from the necessity of things, remain de-
pendent upon the jurisdiction of the mother country ; no one ever
thought the contrary, till this new doctrine was bronched. Acts of
parliament have been made, not only without a doubt of their le-
gality, but accepted with universal applause, and willingly obeyed.
Their ports have been made subject to customs and regulations,
which cramped and diminished their trade ; and duties have bceii
laid, affecting the very inmost parts of their commerce, and among
others that of the post ; and no one ever thought, except these new
doctors, that the colonies are not to be taxed, regulated, and bound
by parliament.

' There can be no doubt, but that the inhabitants of the colonies
are as much represented in parliament, as the greatest part of the
people in England are, among nine milHons of whom, there are
eight who Iiave no votes in electing members of parliament : and.
therefore, all these arguments, brought to prove the coionieg not


