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as they seem to have done in "Washington Territory

and British Columbia : they will merely serve the turn

until civilized white men come.

You, the citizens of Sitka, are the pioneers, the

advanced guard, of the future population of Alaska

;

and you naturally ask when, from whence, and how
soon, reinforcements shall come, and what are the signs

and guaranties of their coming? This question, with

all its minute and searching interrogations, has been

asked by the pioneers of every State and Territory of

which the American Union is now composed ; and the

history of those States and Territories furnishes the

complete, conclusive, and satisfactory answer. Emi-

grants go to every infant State and Territory in obe-

dience to the great natural law that obliges needy men
to seek subsistence, and invites adventurous men to

seek fortune where it is most easily obtained, and this

is always in the new and uncultivated regions. They

go from every State and Territory, and from every

foreign nation in America, Europe, and Asia ; because

no established and populous State or nation can guar-

anty subsistence and fortune to all who demand them

among its inhabitants.

The guaranties and signs of their coming to Alaska

are found in the resources of the Territory, which I

have attempted to describe, and in the condition of

society in other parts of the world. Some men seek

other climes for health and some for pleasure. Alaska

invites the former class by a clima.e singularly salu-

brious, and the latter class by scenery which surpasses

in sublimity that of either the Alps, the Apennines,

the Alleghanies, or the Rocky Mountains. Emigrants

from our own States, from Europe, and from Asia, will

not be slow in finding out that fortunes are to be


