
•ny branch of it, i>. any period of hiitory, not only baaeci all

ita Hoctrinva upon thin foundation, but actually drawn all

it» aubordlnatc dnctrincn from thin one? U "I'atlierliood"

till' fundamental conception of God In the ayiitcm of John
Calvin, or of any other? Have all other Chrintian concep-
tliiiiM btcn intcr])rrt>'d in the lif(ht of and in harmony with
this doctrine T Has Fatherhood alwaya been that concep-
tion of God through which we have interpreted the Atone-
ment. • Has the govi-rninfr conception of the Chur ii

been that of a family of God? To me it ia perfectly clei r,

amaiing aa it aecTi, that Fatherhood haa never yet brjn
the fundamental and controlling conception of God in jur
theology.

In our Forward Movement, then, which ia to influence

both thought and life, I would auggest that the Doctrine of

Fatherhood be that idea of God in the light of which we
approach and explain all other religioua teachings. Do
not let us say Father and mean King. Do not let ua say
Father and mean Judge. It is not necessary to deny God's
Kingship or Judgeship. Is not every father in a sense
king and judge in his own family? But the ideos of the
Kingship and Judgeship of God must be subordinate to

that of His Fatherhood.

(8) How does God become !;nown to manT Chiefly
through man himself. Not indeed that each man's religious

yearnings and experiences are a sufficient guide to himself,
any more than his intellectual faculty is independent of ex-

ternal guidance, instruction, support. The rejection of In-

fallible Authority as the ultimate basis of faith, does not

involve the rejection of all authority. The Bible is a great

record of religious experiences ot a people in whose life

and thought religion occupied a quite unique place. It is

not, I think, too much to say that the main river of revelation

flows through the pages of the Bible, though we need not

deny that many tributaries flow into that river from other

sources. We need not, nnv. we must not claim for it in-

(9) Cf. Rnshdall's important work on The Idea of Atonement
in Christian Tlieohgy, especially Chap. I.
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