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INTRODUCTION.
It has been said that the law reporter is a pillar of the Consti-
tution (o), and the statement can hardly be disputed when we con-
sider that the pubUsned reports of decisions in the Supreme Courts
constitute the evidence of a great part of the Law of England (b).

Lord Bacon said that as Reports are more or leas perfect, so the
law itself is more or less certain, and, indeed, better or worse (c).

Therefore pubUshed reports, like other evidence, require sifting
to enable us to form a true estimate of their value. In con-
sidering a set of reports as a complete work, some of the following
questions are suggested: What were the quaUfications of the
reporter ? Under what circumstances were his reports published ?
Did he himself take notes of the cases or did he borrow, and from
whom ? Were the reports published during his lifetime or edited
by others after his death ? Were they prepared by him with a
view to publication ? What opiuions as to the authority of his
reports have been dcUvered by judges and learned writers?

(o) Sat. Jfei)., S2iid October, 1910, p. 612.
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P"'"«!f MaitlMid .peaks of the historical value of report. :Wlen aU has been said that it is tair to say of England's wealth of legalr«>rd«, the truth remains that the histor,. of Engli.,h law from the da3Kdwari I. to the days of Edward VII. must bc%rimarily «,ught, nM Sn

records P™perly ^..called, but m reports. To this may be added that in theway of mteUectual products medieval Enghind had nothing more purelyEngUsh to show than ite aw reports, its Year Books. Inlml^Hon to tlii Yea,

SL^Q h m 1^^ ";.ScUen Society, 1903, p. ii. See aUo the intro-
duotion to Holdsworth s HuUmj of EnglM La«. vol. i. j and on the subject of
Report, as records of law, see Sir Frederick Pollock's FiM Book o/ Juruvru-
deH«, third editK>n,pp 287-314 J Professor Dicey. Law and PMic OfMon
IB Ert^nd danng the Atntlefnth Century, pp. 359-308

(c) Touching Ok Amendment oj Lam.
F.1,.11,
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