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'""" '••"' di«"lution of theempire of A«iyn» and ^.hich exten.le,! from the Tigri. River

Ihnh 1 '"il**"'
*'««'«'•»'>«'"'; (3) the Lydian emp,^

« hich covere<l the western part of Asia Minor from the HajysRiver aln.o«t to the ^geun «ea, on the ooa«t. of which hadp-ovn up a number of Greek citiee; and (4) Egypt wWch
h.i,l re..»yo,e,l .t« independence under P.amm^ch,» ami
<x-<upie<i it8 onpnni territory in the valley of the Nile Wp
..ro^now to hcc ho^. th^e different countries l^H^ame abeorbe.!into the one great world empire of Pcmia
Rhe or Per»l» under Cyni. (558-529 b. O.-I'ersia hadiKx-n u small proMnce in the Median empire situated on the

Persian Gulf. About the
middle of the sixth century
B. c. a prince, whom we know
as Cyrus the Great, revolted
from Media and succeeded in
reducing that state to his own
authority. Many stories are
told about the birth and early
life of this great man; but
they are largely mythical,
and need not be rehearsed.
His chief significance for us is

in the fact that he created the
most powerful empire that the
world had yet seen, and
established a policy which
was destined to bring Asia
into conflict with Europe.
The growth of this empire
resulted from the conquests
made by three kings—Cyrus,
its founder, and his successors^

r. X . Camby'ses and Dari'usConquest of Lydla-With the overthrow of the S^ian em-pire, Cyrus proceede<l to extend his kingdom to the w^tThi, required the conquest of Babylonia WesT of theVgris

Bas-selief of Ctbcb


