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found to be the backbone of its daughter Church in

America. The fact that a large portion of the world

and the Church is against us ought not to alter our

conviction that, in the main, we are right. We must

still hold by our colours. We have made good a

starting-point for those who come after us, perhaps in

the twentieth or the twenty-first century, and no deeper

impression will have been left upon this age than by

those who have followed in the broad track opened

by the great philosophic divines of the seventeenth

century; an impress, it may be, all the deeper, even

if, which I do not venture to anticipate, it shall come

to pass that we shall be remembered as the last of

the Liberal Theologians, the last of those who in

England did not despair of their religion and their

Church.

Of your future in America, it is not for me to

speak. Any stranger who comes to your country for

the first time must be awestruck by the vastness of the

destiny before it. But, perhaps, he may be allowed to

express his hopes in the form of an earnest entreaty

that you, the clergy, will remember the greatness of

your profession—great in itself, and great in its rela-

tion to the other churches and communions around you

;

that you will remember how much of that greatness


