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to our ability us ii Churoh to hold it. These comiMfi; to the ears of the late Mrs.
Floinininu Hlanchiml, the wife of an older in the Presbyterian Church, slio

stated that sooiier than the Conference should not l)e held in Truro, she would
ciitf'itain nine of our niinistei's. This encoura<.jed us to hold the Conferenc-e,

and with the aid of Mrs. Blancrhard's Htie christian spirit upon other good people
outside of our denoniiiiation, the first Conference in Triuo was well entertained,

without any household beiiij; overcrowded with clerical {guests.

Tliis Church and Hall was also the scene of the foiuth session of the Nova
Hcoti I Conference of the Methodist Church, opened on Wednesday, June loth,

liSST, at n A. M., at which Revd. Roland Morton, one of the old j)astors, who
died .Se|)tenil)er 8th, IS!(((, leadiji prayer, and over which Revd. .Jose|»h (-aetz was
elected President, and Revd. A. 1). Morton, M. A , re-elected Secretary. At
this ineetinjf of Conference in Truro, the Revd. E. B. Moore was appointed to

tliis ( 'ii-cuit in place of Revd. R. A Daniell, whose term had expired. Truro
would also have been honoured by holdinjf the Foiu'teenth Session of the (/onfer-

ence which met at Liverpool on the 1 7th of Jidy last, had not the tire in the

Church occurred. For beinj^ deprived of this ffieat i)rivilege, the next session

of (,'onference will be held, 1). V , in the newly eidarjred (Jhurch and Hall, on
the third Thursday in June, 1898. When the members who attended the first

and .second meeting of Conference here, witness tiie great changes that Ivive

been made in the church, in anticipation of their fifteenth son^ion, they will

better understand the meaning of the words of Ecclesiasles :
—

".S.iynot thou, wh.it is the cause that the former days were better than these? for thou do.st not
iiu)uire wisely concerninj; this

"

My earliest recollection of this building goes b;vck over four decades, and
with it my first 'introduction to Hiram Hyde This was before the days of

Cobecjuid Hall opposite the north-west corner of the Common, the Y. M. C. A.

Building, or (ium^'s Opera House, and the tindiers of the First Presbyterian
Church, which then stood in the Truro Public Cemetery, had not been converted
into the Tjemperance Hall, which for a time graced the east rear of The Col-

chtMir Sim Ortice. At this time there was a craze over a newly introduced burn-
ing oil from the Trinidad pitch lake of which Mr. Hyde was the promoter, that

filled the public eye as largely as fine specimens of gold bearing quartz rock
from the famous Toncpioy (iold Mine do to-day. Mr. Hyde was the hero of the

hour, and he was invited to give a public address on his Trinidad coal oil, which
lie firmly considered was far in advance of the tallow candles and burning fluid,

tliL'n in general use as i'.luminators, and which he believed would soon become
an imi)oitant factor in domestic economy, and knock the old-time lights higher
than a kite. The address took place in this room on an evening of 13.')7, this

time of year. The remarks of Mr. HydC; who was then bubbling over witb the
great energy and vivacity which have stood by him all these year,s in so remark-
able a degree, were most attractive and entertaining. To add to the interest of

the occasion, the building was lighted with the veritable coal oil, in glass lamps
8uch as are now used for refined kerosene. My recollection of the afi'air is -

after looking back through the long vista of departed years—that the f)itch-lake

oil exhibited at this time was a most excellent sami)le of what would now be
designated the darkest looking, worst .smelling, and most horrible smoking crude
Petroleum —such as was known to commerce before the modem refining pro-

cesses were adopted. No doubt these inventions have since made a wonderful
change in the cjuality of the Trinidad Pitch Lake Oil, verifying Mr. Hyde's pre-

dictions regarding the displacement of the old lights, which have been more
than realised. At the close of the meeting Mr. Hyde was highly complimented
by some persons present, for his great enterprise, one of whom was the Revd.
Mr McArthur, who compared him to Asher,

"Who had dipped his foot in oil and made himself acceptable to his brethren."

So far no detailed .account of the use to which this old Hall was largely de-

voted iluring the past two decades —Sunday School work—has been given.


