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Striking at. The citizen of the United States has a flag of his

own, and a nationality of his own—the Canadian has ever had

to look abroad for his. For years British policy isolated the

Provinces, to prevent their absorption in the neighbouring

Republic, and in so doing stunted the growth of a native

national sentiment. The exiles of the American revolution

carried hither the recollection of injuries endured and losses

sustained, for a cause which they, foolishly or wisely, deemed

worthy of the sacrifice. Many of them gave up home, lands,

kindred, and the associations of youth, and exchanged comfort

and ease for the dangers and hardships of an inhospitable and

unknown wilderness. When Englishmen, therefore, undertake

to cast reflections on a loyalty that has so frequently proved

itself a reality, they should first consider how much is covered

by the boast. Now that we are prosperous and united, vigour-

ous and well-to-do ; and now that some of the traditions of the

past are gradually losing their hold on the imagination of a new

gi^neration, that sentiment which so long found an outlet in

declamation over the glories of the Mother Land, will draw a

more natural nourishment from native sources. Critics should

consider whether the doling out of so much gratitude for so

much benefit received will be more acceptable than the heredit-

ary romantic attachment which allowed no danger, no loss, no

neglect to sully its purity. Young as we are, we are too old to

be abused without retort ; weak as we may be, we are too strong

to be bullied with impunity. What we demand from English

writers is fair play ; and should the hour of peril come, we may

venture to ask from England, without sinking our self-respect,

a quantum of assistance proportioned rightly to the part we

play in attack or defence. No decorations lavishly distributed,

no baronetcies generously conferred, can or will answer as a


