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nny niition n\n ^(\\n by
e with

t}ie whi)le. And this is all

Ci>mpromiKin^*ilH right for tlic' Hiike of jiriu

Great Britain.

Tlius wo lmv(; a tract

twelve degrees and forty

by a title fo stron* that.

it could he sironujir. Bu* '

is enough for me that tl

of ro-nitry enil)rai'iii;;

niinulos, secured I" us

1 do not we!! see Ihav

will let the title p;us. it

irentleiuaii ha.s aeknowl-
*;dged our ri,^ht to the country. Now, sir, why not

defend that r\'j;M After kiiowi'".; wlmt our rights

are, how lou'^ whall we see them tianipled upoii l)c-

forc wc arouse lo their delenee: How loiji;^ aie tlio

emissaries of the Hudson's Ixiy .'('lupiniy to niariuid

ihe planis of Orei!;on, ])art and panel of ourconui on
country, opprossin:; the liurily (lioneer in American
enterprise, and wc, the framers of our country's

laws—the guardians of otu- country's rii;lits—re-

jiiain listless and 'nactivc? How nmch further, un-

der the encouragement of hi^r old ally. Great I'rit-

ain, are the Indians to extend their depredations

upon American property and Ameriean life wiiliout

an indiu;niuit response from the American Congres.s?

There are nut only dwelling houses and mishiouary

.st'itions in Orei^on, but chari;hes and siihool houses.

And who am t( II how many ol' these may have been

burnt to the groinid, or stained by the blood of mas-
sacred American citizens, through the cruelties of our
ancient and allied foes, (Great Britain and the In-

dians,) whilst ihe gentleman wa.s nialcing his tem-

porizing speech.'' Ay, sir, who can tell what outrages

are perpetrated there, from day to day, upon Amer-
ican soil, and ujion American citir.cnw, iui(/cr the sanc-

tion of lairs'.' But whnt Uncs? The laws of the United
States^ Those we have never given them. In vain

does the poor Oregon settler ask for a trial by the

laws of his country. In vain does he ask for a
judge era jm-y. And, further yet, in vain does he
ask for the protection of the American flng—a boon
not denied one of our citizens in almost any other

portion of the world. But how are they tried? By
British laws, or by the British constitution? No, sir.

Have they the advantages of even the old conmion
law? iVo, sir. How, then, arc they tried? Why, by
the whims and caprices of the Hudson Bay comj>n-

i\y, which varies its laws to suit the times, the occa-

Rions, and the cases; which follow the old )Scotch

Jedburgh fitshion—hang first, and try afterwards.

To do justice to Great Britain, I will state that .she

lias enacted a few hnvs in relation to Oregon; and
one of these provides that the Hudson Bay I'ompany
have power to give judgment against any American
citizen iti Oregon, and issue an execution, under
cover ot' which he may bo confined in their forts, or
sent to the jails of Canada, at their pleasure. So,
when they do not want to try and punish American
citizens on American territory, without law, or by
itiob law, made on the spot, for fear of outraging
public feeling, they will kidnap them, and take them
to a British colony, to be tried liy British Judges
and British laws. Now, under tlus state of things,

we ask that a territorial goverinncnt he sent them; we
ask for them laws, judges, and jurors; to all of
which, every Ameiican citizen, however humble
bis condition, and however distant his abode, is

justly entitled. But if they cannot have these, as
the scinticst pittance—as the least act of grace on
the |)art of our government—we ask only the pro-
tection of the American flng. And what less can
we ask for those daring adventurers who, ''durli

anvne jiotrtfC," sacrificing all the endearments of
tlieir cnrlv Jiomea, and all the gay delights of the

jBociul and fasliiouable circles, count their lives us

nothing in the midst of their determination to ex- « ij,,

tend the boinid < of American civilization, and plain jruj

:

th(! cross of ('lirist on the shores of the Pacific? j,tt|c

Mr. Chan-man, when wc have ascertained oin i„„|,

rights, then is just the time to resent any encroach- mini
nicnt upon them. Sudi was the governmg senti Her
meat of oiu- patriotic forefathers in 1774, whc prn^
thought not a niomeiit of the power—the Ircmen- Jost i

duns p(iw(r—of their mother eomitry, when they ner t

found her the affgn ssor—when they found her ii who!
the wrong, and they iliemselves in the right. And it -wuni

poor lis they ilicn were, both as States and individ- ami i

uals; if weak as iliey ilien wc:\; in every respect; i' hendi

niiprotecled as they theu were against the Indian- way
(umiK! side, and Great Britain on the other, thti ' dowi
dared strike for thiir rii^lits, can wc long hesitut' Mail
as 1,0 our duty? Sliall it be said that, ere the lib that i

revolulioner has gone down to his grave, this iin - chase

tion will condescend to tamper, to parley, to use th JVeve
language of wea'-iicss and timidity, when a tract < until

country, embracing one-fourth more than the origin;; we gr

thirteen States, is "at stake: And that, too, bccausj was e

as the gentleman has told us, England is powerfii with i

and more prepared (or war than we are. But, the b(

what consists this great, this formidable power. Sir,

Eiiglam., sulHcienf, in the mind of the gentlcma: made
to .slillc tlie voice of our people, to paralyze tlic actii 1783.

of this body on so important a question as tin lamite

Like Ihe niillionaires of 1836, England makes come
great show on ijaper. She has possessions beyoi too Ir

count; but, like those millionaires, she has lor of pin

lived (ni that bubble!, expanded credit, and she before

about out of funds. Her citizens at home, win our a;

sweat and blood she has so long and so severe wester

taxed, .M'e becoming fiictious and disorderly, wli -Wfion t

her c.r lonists are bearing her yoke very impatient: importi

She is in debt beyond her means or expectatio luinbii:

ever to ]iay; and each year she adds to it. I! aware
strength is anywhere else than where it ought to be to Gre
in the aftcctanis of her people. And here, sir. ty-nin

the impregnalilo fortress of the American govor floor, i

ment. Her jieople love it, and will sacrifice tli ofl^er a

all to defend it. But here Great Britain is we; '>that ct

The people upon whom she relies for defence. 'Hot th

groaning under innumerable cruelties and oppr leave t

sions; and if they fight at all, it will be from ci «on wf
pulsion and for pay, rather than love. And gives fj

T.ilu'^ of such soldiers against men fighting for \\. *n be of

inalienable rights, the struggle for ourindependf iic meJ
fully tested. England has little to gain even, at K cuss til

by going to war with us, and much, very nii: "treiityl

to lose; and she has no idea of it. She has.' *way.
enough of wars with the United States, wliere treaty

illways geip worsted. She prefers uegotiations, wi' ourscH

she always beats us. Hence we find her not w. »f the

ing to fight for, but to negotiate for, Ore: TesortI

Having no title to this desirable tract of I'l
-firees

try, she pretends one, and modestly d;i up "'n(|

the whole. But in this enlighened Chris' wnh
age, she docs not wish to go to war, and propos. lirgentj

compromise. And thus far she has been very f" *'"<^ "'|l

nate; for already has an American Secretary of > 'W'e wil

(Mr. Clay, in 1826) instructed one of our mini? -^e lial

(Mr. Galmtin) to oflier to give her all above 49 li
*0'i 'M

so as to make our boundary west of the mo liuuy I

run parallel with that east—a surrender of 5 ^^ ^"1

and 40 mill.—almost luUf the country; and tlii?, «isj>os

after he had written that Great Britahi could "lem. I

mi'ke out a colorable title to any portion n!
hevc i|

northwest coast. She, however, in her conipln '•'^'''"'l

cy, oll'ered to give us all below the centre ol iroinil

navi'-'able current of the Columbia at its mouth. '•very
|


