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"Tlio jirojidHitioii, iiinst prolinlily, will offer substantially:

" Fivst—To (liviilf till' toiiitoiy by the exteiisidii of the line on tiie iiiivallcl of H"i In tin' sf a ; tliat is

to say to till' aviii of llir sea ealle<l, r.iivh'.s Hay, thence liy the Canal ile Arro ami Straits of Kuca to the

Oeean, and eonliriiiin.t; to the Unitt'd States, what indeed they would jmssess without any sjierjal

eontinnation, the rifilit freely to use and navij,'ate the Strait thron;,'hout its extent.

"Second: To seeuro to the British subjects oecn]iyin,i; lands, forts, and stations anywl.ere in lh>'

re'iion noitli of tlie Columbia and soutii of tlu' 4'.Hh ]ianillel, a iieriielnal title to all their lands and

stations of wlueli tfoy may )«! in actual occnjiation ; lialile, howe'/er, in all res]ie(ts, as 1 understand, to

the jurisdiction and sovereignty of the United States as citizens of t,]ie I'nited Stales. Similar ]a-ivi]ej.'c.^

will lie ollered to be extended to citizens of the Vnilcd States who may have setllemenls north ot the

4',ttli ]iarallel ; thmigh I presume it is jaetty well understood that there are no settlements n])on which

this nominal mutunlity ciadd ojierate, 1 have no nu'ans of accurately ascertain ini; the extent of the

present I'ritish settlements between the Columbia anil the 4'.H'' jiarallel. They are not believed by

Lord Alierdeen to lie numerous, however; consistini,', as he suppo.ses, of a few ]irivate farms and two or

three forts aiul stations. I laive already, in a previiais despatch, taktii the liberty to remind you that

by their (Charter the Hudson's liay ('oni]iany are iiroliiliitcd from aeiiuii'ini: title to lands, and lliat Ihe

oceiijiations to be afVecteit by this reservation have lu'cn made either by the si|uatters of tliat Comiiany,

or by the IMejet's Sound Land Company, for llie purpose of uvalini,' the prolilliition of tia,' Hudson's

IJay Charter.

"Tliey are, in jioint of fact also, accordin.L; to Cii|il;'''-. Wilkes' account, cultivated and usc'd chiclly

iicrsnns emjiloyed in tlie service of the I'ornu'r Company, and as auxiliary to their .general Imsi-

1, hunlinLT ami li'a]i]iin,i,', rather than witli a view, as it lias been generally supposed, of coloni/.iii.,'

or 01 permanent settlenuait.

" Lastly. The iiro]iosition « ill dcniiual for the Hudson's liay Conijiany the ri;jht of freely navi;..;alini,'

the Columbia Kiver.

" It will, however, as I \indersland, disclaim the idi'a of sovereiLjnI.v or of the i iulit of exercisinj; any

jurisdiction or police wjiatever on the ]iart of this (iovernment or of the Comiiany, and will eonteni]il;i!i'

only the rii^lit of luivi^atin.u; the river upon the same footin;^ and accnrdinj,' to the same re,i,".dations as

may be ajijdicalile to tlie. citizens of the I'nited States.

" I lia\e already acciuainted yon lliat Lord A icrdcen has very jiositively an<l explicitly declined to

treat of the naviu'alion of lla' St. Lawrence in conneiliou willi that of tlie Colundiia ; and that even if

it Were (lesirablf lo us to jiioposi' lo oiler one for the otlai', he would on no acrount enter into any

ne,uotialion in reijaid lo ihe Si. Lawienre.

" l'"rom liu^ date of a private letlir to the rresldi'Ut in August. I have sei-u no cause lo chaUL'"

the opinion th.il, in any aticmpt to di\ide the ( )rc;,'on territory, the obli;_'ation fell by this (iovernment

to jirotect tile riu'his of their subjects wliich naiy have been ac.pur.'d or liavu j;rown up duriui,' t!:.'

joint occu])a_' n, would nnwt probably interpose the u'reate^t dillieulty in the way of an aniical>l<'

adjustment. And il is now obvious that t!ie proposed res,>ivation of tla' ri;_;ht to the Hudson's Hay

Company of freely navit;atini,' the Columbia, and that in fa\(air of the Iiiitish occupants north of ihi.'

river, ja'oceed iVoui this source- althoa,L:h it is iirobal.le that uuiw. or less ]aide may bi' I'elt at i^'iviiiL,'

u\> now, without what thry may deem an adeipiale eiiuivah-iil, what lias been hitherto li-ndi-red by oar

ne;4oiiiilors.

"In fait, excejit in the suncmliT to ilie I'niled Slates of tin' title of tlie lands not occupied by

I'li-ilish subjecis between tile Columbia and the forty-ninth |iarallcl, and also llie surrender of the jini--

dietion over ihe river and the country within the sana- limits, I am afraid il may, with sonu' plansibilitv,

be eouleuiled that there is no very material ililVerenie between the ]iresent ]iroposition and that olVercd

to Mr. CallalMi by .Messrs. Addin^'ton and lluskisMiii, the Lrilish ue.LXot iators in ISUT.

" It is SI iiively uiressary for nu.' to stale that the |irii|iosilion, as now submitted, has not received my
conntcuaine. Alihoiedi it has lieen no easy task, uiaier all the circiimstances, to lead lo a reojieniii!,' of

Ihe ui^'oliatii'ii by a.iy propo^ilion from this ( oivernineiil, ;inil to induce it to ailo|it Ihe parallel of -I'.'

ns the basis of a boundary, ne\('rlhe!ess I ho]ied it would have been in my power to ;,'ive the jmsent

proposition a less olii'Tiioimble shape, und I most deeply lament my inability to accomplish it. I have,

therelore, fell it my duly to diseouraj,'e any expeetalion that il. would be acce]ited by the ['resident ; or.

if .subndlled to ihat body, ap]iroved by the Senate.

" I do not think there can be much doubt, however, that an iin]iression has been jiroduced hero thai

the Senate would acce|it the jiroposition now ollered, al least without any nmteriiil uiodilicution, and

that the President would not lake the n ,-]ionsibilily of rejecting it without consulting the Senate. If
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