
learning, can justly appreci'.te the tremendous difficulties with

which the tender plant of natural piety ha.; to contend, as it

forces its root into the uncongenial soil of our Christian civili-

zation, and tries to blossom in the cold and arid atmosphere

of theology. How hard, lor instance, must it not be to "love"

such a God as that depicted in a well-known passage by

Herbert Spencer:

"The cruelty of a Fijian God, who, represented as devouring the

souls of the dead, may be supposed to inflict torture during the process,

is small, compared to the cruelty of a God who condemns men to

tortures which are eternal. . . . The visiMng on Adam's descend-

ants through hundreds of generations, of dreadful penalties for a small

transgression which they did not commit, the damning of all men who
do not avail themselves of an alleged mode of obtaining forgiveness,

which most men have never heard of, and the eflfecting of reconciliation

by sacrificing a son who was perfectly innocent, to satisfy the assumed

necessity for a propitiatory victim, are modes of action which ascribed

to a human ruler, would call forth expressions of abhorrence."

("Religion: » Retrospect and a Prospect.")

Your Grace will say, no doubt, that Jesus never taught the

worship of such a god as that. Even so say we Theosophists.

Yet that is the very god whose worship is officially conducted

in Canterbury Cathedral, by you, my Lord Primate of Eng-

land ; and your Grace will surely agree with us that there must

indeed be a divine spark of religious intuition in the hearts

of men, that enables them to resist so well as they do, the

deadly action of such poisonous theology.

If your Grace, from your high pinnacle, will cast your eyes

atXDund, you will behold a christian civilization in which a

frantic and merciless battle of man against man is not only

the distinguishing feature, but the acknowledged principle.

It is an accepted scientific and economic axiom today, that all

progress is achieved through the struggle for existence and

the survival of the fittest; and the fittest to survive in this

Christian civilization are not those who are possessed of the

qualities that are recognized by the morality of everj- age to

be the best—not the generous, the pious, the noble-hearted,

the forgiving, the humble, the truthful, the honest, and the

kind—but those who are strongest in selfishness, in craft, in

hypocrisy, in brute force, in false pretence, in unscrupulous-

ness, in cruelty and in avarice. The spiritual and the altruistic

are "the weak," whom the "laws" that govern the universe
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